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RSA Issues
 2014: Council voted to suspend RSA 

program in response to a range of issues
– Enforcement violations
– Administrative challenges
– Lack of Council involvement
– Inconsistent project outcomes



2016-2017 CR Projects
 Changes in Availability of Mid-Atlantic Fish Stocks To 

Fisheries-Independent Surveys  
 Collaborative Development Of A Winter Habitat Model For 

Atlantic Mackerel, “Version 2.0”, For The Identification Of 
“Cryptic” Habitats And Estimation Of Population 
Availability To Assessment Surveys And The Fishery  

 Estimating and Mitigating the Discard Mortality Rate of 
Black Sea Bass in Offshore Recreational Rod-And-Reel 
Fisheries  

 Determining Selectivity and Optimum Mesh Size to 
Harvest Three Commercially Important Mid-Atlantic 
Species  



Review of Potential CR Approaches
 Committee reviewed a range of options

– coordinating with NOAA/NEFSC to improve 
existing initiatives under the Northeast 
Cooperative Research Program; 

– managing independent, Council-funded CR 
projects on a permanent basis; 

– exploring the potential development of a Mid-
Atlantic CR consortium; and 

– reactivation of the RSA program.



CR Objectives
1. Facilitate scientific research that addresses the Council’s 

research priorities; 
2. Provide opportunities primarily for fishing industry 

involvement in research projects and ensure that 
opportunities for participation are appropriately 
communicated; 

3. Establish a thorough and uniform process for the scientific 
review of research results;

4. Promote the use of cooperative research products in 
management decisions; 

5. Communicate research results to the public and to 
appropriate management partners; and 

6. Promote effective administration and enforcement. 



Letter to Bill Karp
Requests:
1. Consider MAFMC collaborative research 

objectives;
2. Help improve communication and 

coordination between the Council and 
NEFSC regarding cooperative research 
priorities and activities; and 

3. Expand NCRP cooperative research in the 
Mid-Atlantic region.



Magnuson-Stevens Reauthorization 
Act Section 318
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Commerce, in 
consultation with the Councils, shall establish a 
cooperative research and management program to 
address needs identified under this Act and under 
any other marine resource laws enforced by the 
Secretary. The program shall be implemented on a 
regional basis and shall be developed and conducted 
through partnerships among Federal, State, and Tribal 
managers and scientists (including interstate fishery 
commissions), fishing industry participants (including use 
of commercial charter or recreational vessels for 
gathering data), and educational institutions. 



February 2016 Meeting
Council agreed that the first step should be 
collaboration with NMFS/NEFSC to expand and 
enhance existing cooperative research 
initiatives carried out under the umbrella of the 
NEFSC’s Northeast Cooperative Research 
Program.



Three-Pronged Approach
1. Collaborate with NEFSC to get more 

cooperative research attention for Mid-
Atlantic fisheries;  

2. Use Council funds to directly fund research 
projects when available; and

3. Work to get MAFMC research priorities 
addressed through Saltonstall-Kennedy 
projects 

(Retain RSA as an option for future consideration.)
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