
Marine Spatial Planning in the EU

- An introduction

Danish fishing industry

Hirtshals 5. juni 2018

Henrik S. Lund Biolog DFPO



• More and more focus on areas at sea

• New and more activities

• Implementations of Nature directives in EU





Fishery closures

• Implemented many years ago

• Work together with Danish 

scientist to improve selectivity in

Gear to reopen areas if possibly.



Oil and gas

In danish waters the cable law

Applies (200 m). In EU waters

500 meter Bufferzone around

Facilities not cables. 



Wind farms and cables

In danish waters the cable law

Applies (200 m). In EU waters

Different regulation from country

to country.



Natura2000

The habitat and birds directive.

Different implementation from

Country to country

+ MSFD



NGO areas Denmark

wishes from green organizations



All activities



Danish VMS 2016

Need access to the areas where the fish is found!



Danish VMS 2016

Danish VMS and Natura2000 in the North Sea 



Natura2000 and MSFD

Natura 2000 is a network of protected areas throughout Europe. 
Comprehensive pt. 25 countries.

Natura 2000 is a collective term for:

SACs (1992)

Bird Protection Areas (1979)

Ramsar areas (1977)

Implementing minimum requirement throughout the EU that 
prevents EU countries from competing among themselves at the 

expense of the environment.

Marine Strategy Framework Directive

adopted on 17 June 2008.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32008L0056


Implemented by delegated acts through the 

Commission

• Different approach from member state to 

member state

• Necessary to obtain consensus with other 

member states

• N2000 no socioeconomic considerations

• MSFD need socioeconomic considerations

Natura2000 and MSFD



Danish Natura2000 områder

Bigger areas in the Northsea

Kort DTU-Aqua



UK MSFD and N2000



UK N2000 and sandeel fishery



Danish MSFD

Kattegat

Mud 10 %



Scotland Central Fladen Norway pout



The Dogger Bank Proces

Protection of sandbanks 1110

3 member states

UK

Holland

Germany



Workshop FIMPAS





Industry 1st draft



Industry 2nd draft



Industry 3th draft



Industry 4th draft



Industry 5th draft



Industri 6th draft



Bom trawl og Twin rig (Holland)



Sandeel banks on the Dogger Banke



Danish Seine on the Dogger Banke



Sandeel and seine combined



Industry on 22,5% will try to get to 25% 

and meet the conditions



2014 card (about 33%) Not approved by 

fishermen



Industry 30 % !



Windfarms

The Danish Fishery Law

Chapter 15
Fishing compared to other activities

A. Regulations for the protection of fisheries

§ 76. Legal fishing activities must not be 
hindered in any way.

The Danish Fishermen PO aim to maintain 
fishing possibilities most places.





Cables on the sea bottom

Agreements are made 

between the fishing 

industry and the cable 

owners in order for fishing 

to be conducted over the 

power cable from land 

and to the wind farm 

when this is put down.



Compensation

• Based on the Danish fishery law the Danish 

fishermen are entitled to be compensated 

when a wind farm is built in Denmark.

• The compensation depends on the area’s 

value to the fishermen over the last 10 

years. 



Compensation

• Landing values by the whole ICES square are used.

• Scaled down to fit the area of the wind farm.

• Landing values of the most important species of the 

area are used.

• Evaluation - if the area of the wind farm is better or 

worse than the main area. Species are then multiplied 

by the factor.











Horns Rev 3 wind park

VMS data for shimp fishing and sandeel fishing respectively.

Provides a good picture of where the fishing is specifically driven.

Also available for plotter data from fishermen.

Bomtrawl(Hestereje) Trawl(Tobis/Konsum?)



Wind farms and fish

• In Denmark, most of the early wind farms have been placed 

in areas with very little fishing.

• Rising conflicts as wind turbines are set to an ever greater 

depth of water

• Some of the earliest wind farms are entirely closed to 

fishery, while all newer (2010) are open for fishery with 

static gear.

• Today, not much fishing occurs inside wind farms in 

Denmark, because of harder navigation compared to 

outside and low fish stocks inside most farms.



Wind farms and fish

• New structures in the areas of wind 

farms, create new habitats and attract 

new fish species to the areas.

• In the future, new specialized fisheries 

will develop inside the wind farms.



Future legislation

The Danish Fishermen PO believes that it 

will soon be allowed to conduct fishing 

over the cables within danish wind farms.

Wind farm design and new techniques to 

put the cables down will make this 

possible.
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