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Omnibus EFH Amendment 2 (OHA2)
 Final Omnibus EFH Amendment measures:

 Great South Channel HMA – northeast corner closed to all MBTG, remainder 
allows for clam access to be developed

 Georges Shoal HMA – possible clam access throughout 

 In both cases, temporary exemption from mobile bottom-tending gear 
closure would extend for 1 year from the time of OHA2 implementation. This 
most likely means exemptions would expire around June/July 2017.

 OHA2 FEIS is in development; submission in coming weeks; proposed 
and final rules during 2016
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Great South Channel 
Habitat Management Area

Georges Shoal
Habitat Management Area

3



Dominant sediment
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Substrate Size range, inches

Mud 0.002 inch

Sand < 0.1 inch

Granule and pebble To 2.5 inches

Cobble 2.5-10 inches

Boulder > 10 inches

http://www.nefmc.org/library/omnibus-habitat-amendment-2
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Shear stress and sediment stability
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Clam dredge fishing effort
 Great South Channel and Georges Shoal HMAs are important fishing areas

 Mostly surfclams vs. ocean quahogs

 Fishery operated in and around Georges Shoal HMA in 1980s; then closed due to 
PSP; area reopened in 2013 following long term PSP closure with test tows before 
2013

 Surfclam landings per unit effort very high on Georges Bank

 Fishing in and around Great South Channel HMA in 1980s, limited activity in 1990s, 
more activity in this location since approximately 2004

 Logbook data are the primary source of information used in OHA2

 Ongoing NROC project to develop fishing/non-fishing filters for vessel 
monitoring system data
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Clam dredge 
revenue

Data provided by 
Geret DePiper, NEFSC

• Sum of all revenue 
reported in clam 
logbooks for 2012, 2013, 
and 2014 

• Includes revenue from 
surfclams and quahogs

• 50m x 50m grid
• Analysis used in OHA2
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Surfclam 
landings per 
unit effort
• Bushels per hour
• Average LPUE for 

2012, 2013, 2014
• Includes surfclams 

only
• Ten minute square 

grid

Data provided by Dan 
Hennen, NEFSC 8



Ocean quahog 
landings per 
unit effort
• Bushels per hour
• Average LPUE for 

2012, 2013, 2014
• Includes quahogs 

only
• Ten minute square 

grid

Data provided by Dan 
Hennen, NEFSC 9



NEFMC action (October 1, 2015)
 Initiated framework adjustment

 Action is on list of possible 2016 priorities – final 
recommendations December 2015

Defined problem statement for action

Plan Development Team is coordinating with SCeMFiS on 
data collection proposal (survey database and commercial tow 
locations)
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Problem statement
“The surfclam/ocean quahog fishery will be granted a one-year exemption for the 
Great South Channel and Georges Shoal habitat management areas following 
implementation of OHA2, which will allow the New England Council to consider 
development of an access program through a framework adjustment for this 
fishery. 

The Council intends through this action to identify areas within the Great South 
Channel and Georges Shoal Habitat Management Areas that are currently fished 
or contain high energy sand and gravel that could be suitable for a hydraulic clam 
dredging exemption that balances achieving optimum yield for the 
surfclam/ocean quahog fishery with the requirement to minimize adverse fishing 
effects on habitat to the extent practicable, and is consistent with the underlying 
objectives of Omnibus Habitat Amendment 2.”
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