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This document presents year-end butterfish catch and summarizes results of the butterfish 

mortality cap on the longfin squid fishery during 2014, the fourth year of implementation. 

 

Total 2014 butterfish catch 

 Total FY2014 butterfish catch is evaluated against the final specifications, which were 

implemented on April 4, 2014 

(http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/nr/2014/April/14smb2014specsfw8reopeni

ng.pdf).  

 The butterfish allowable biological catch (ABC)/annual catch limit (ACL) for 2014 was 

set at 9,100 mt.  The actual butterfish catch for 2014 was 4,175 mt (46% of the butterfish 

ABC) (Tables 1 and 2).  The butterfish regulations require that catch in excess of the 

ACL (the butterfish ABC = ACL) will be deducted from the ACL for the following year.  

The 2014 ACL was not exceeded, so no accountability measures were triggered to 

address ACL overages.   

 Only 61% of the total allowed level of butterfish landings (i.e. the butterfish domestic 

annual harvest or DAH) was landed in 2014 (Table 2), and the directed butterfish fishery 

was not closed during the 2014 fishing year.  This includes the transfer of 1,900 mt of 

butterfish quota from the butterfish discard cap to the 2014 butterfish commercial quota 

effective November 4, 2014 

(http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/nr/2014/November/2014_butterfishquotatr

ansferbulletinnovember42014.pdf). 

Butterfish discard cap  

 The 2014 fishing year ended with an estimated 35% (687 mt) of the butterfish discard cap 

(1,984 mt) taken.  This means that an additional 1,297 mt of butterfish could have been 

discarded during Trimester III before a closure of the longfin squid fishery would have 

resulted from the butterfish mortality cap.  If the 1,297 mt had actually been discarded, 

the butterfish ABC still would not have been exceeded.   

 The butterfish discard cap did not result in a closure of the longfin squid fishery during 

the 2014 fishing year. 

 The longfin squid fishery was not closed during the 2014 fishing year due to the 

butterfish cap, but Trimester 2 was closed on August 11, 2014 when the squid quota 

closure threshold was reached. 

 

http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/nr/2014/November/2014_butterfishquotatransferbulletinnovember42014.pdf
http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/nr/2014/November/2014_butterfishquotatransferbulletinnovember42014.pdf


Table 1. Kept weight of all (lb), butterfish discard rate, butterfish discards (lb), and coefficients of variation (CV) for the 

discard estimates for butterfish cap trips, small-mesh bottom trawl non-cap trips, and large-mesh bottom trawl non-cap trips 

during 2014.  The method for calculating butterfish discard estimates is detailed in the year-end report for the 2011 fishing year 

(available here). 

  

Kept weight 

of all species 

(lb) 

Number of 

dealer-reported 

trips 

Number of 

observed 

trips 

Discard Rate 

(butterfish 

discards/kept weight of 

all species) 

Butterfish 

Discards 

(lb) CV 

Butterfish Cap Trips (≥ 2,501 lb 

longfin squid) 
38,214,099 1,618 131 0.0397 1,515,644 0.28 

Small-mesh non-cap Trips (<2,501 lb 

longfin squid Bottom/Twin Otter 

Trawl < 4 in.) 

48,644,319 4,080 360 0.0162 787,894 0.29 

Large-mesh Non-cap Trips (<2,501 

lb longfin squid Bottom/Twin Otter 

Trawl ≥ 4 in.) 

88,725,403 14,830 1,612 0.0002 17,463 0.15 

Total 2014 Butterfish Discards (lb)     2,321,000 0.21 

Total 2014 Butterfish Landings (lb)     6,884,384 

Total 2014 Butterfish Catch (lb)     9,205,384 

 

Table 2.  Specified and actual butterfish ABC, DAH, discards and butterfish mortality cap (mt) for 2014.  

 
Specified 

2014 (mt) 

Actual 2014 

(mt) 

Difference 

(mt) 

Percent of allocation 

taken 

Butterfish catch (ABC) 9,100 4,175 -4,925 46% 

Butterfish landings (DAH) 5,100 3,123 -1977 61% 

Butterfish Discard Cap 1,984 687 -1,297 35% 

 

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/511cdc7fe4b00307a2628ac6/t/51714ee1e4b00853b237070b/1366380257934/3-2011-Butterfish-Cap-Report%28May+2012%29.pdf

