
1.1 Economic Impacts 
 Modifications to current DAS/Trip Limit system 

 
In order to estimate the economic impacts of modifying DAS usage/trip limits in the groundfish 

fishery, the number of potential impacted trips was identified. This action was carried out by 

finding any trips during FY 2009-2013 that were “bumping-up” against a particular limit. For the 

incidental trip limit of 50 lbs. monkfish tails per DAS, the chosen bump-up amount was 10 lbs. 

For vessels on a groundfish DAS in the NFMA or on a monkfish DAS in either area, the chosen 

bump-up amount was 10% of the applicable trip limit. 

 

1.1.1.1 Requirement for vessels with groundfish permits to also use a groundfish DAS when 

on a monkfish DAS 

1.1.1.1.1 Option 1: No Action 

 
The economic impacts of Option 1 would be neutral. Vessel operators would continue to not be 

permitted to declare a NE multispecies DAS while at sea. 

 

1.1.1.1.2 Option 2: Allow all limited access Monkfish Category C and D vessels to declare 

a NE multispecies DAS at sea in the Northern Fishery Management Area  

 

The economic impacts of Option 2 would likely be neutral, but possibly low positive. The 

current monkfish possession limit for C and D vessels that are not on a monkfish or multispecies 

DAS is 5% of the total weight of fish on board, not to exceed 50 lbs. per day or 150 lbs. per trip 

(Table 1). The 50 lb. limit per day was considered the most likely incidental bump-up point, and 

is the assumed limit for Section 1.1.1.1. Data from FY2009-2013 suggests that there have been 

very few trips occurring under no DAS that have had monkfish catch exceeding 50 lbs. tail 

weight per DAS.  For vessels on an incidental trip, declaring a multispecies DAS in the NFMA 

increases the landing limit for Category C vessels up to 600 lbs. (tail weight) per DAS and up to 

500 lbs. (tail weight) per DAS for category D vessels, or up to 1,250 lbs (tail weight) or 600 lbs 

(tail weight), respectively, if a monkfish DAS is used in conjunction with the multispecies DAS 

such as when the “monkfish option” is declared (Table 1).  

 

Figure 1 shows there have been few trips by Category C and D vessels in the NFMA that are not 

under a monkfish, multispecies, or scallop DAS in recent years. The majority of these trips 

landed less than 10 lbs of monkfish tails per DAS. This would suggest that most vessel operators 

that own both a multispecies or scallop permit and a monkfish permit are typically utilizing at 

least one of these DAS types before leaving the dock. Because groundfish DAS are currently 

inexpensive (average leasing price of $21.50/DAS for DAS leased by sector vessels in 2014), 

vessel operators may be generally erring on the side of caution in terms of utilizing their 

groundfish DAS so as to minimize discards and land the monkfish they catch on such trips. Table 

2 further illustrates that there have been very few vessels that have been approaching 50 lbs. of 

monkfish tails per DAS while not under any DAS.  

 

Table 3 shows the percentage of C and D vessel trips while under a multispecies DAS in the 

NFMA that exceed the assumed incidental monkfish limit of 50 lbs from FY2009 to 2013. The 

percentage has been increasing over this time period, while the number of trips operating under a 



multispecies DAS has been approximately cut in half. This trend can be at least partially 

attributed to a decrease in the profitability and viability of the groundfish fishery, and may signal 

a shift in fishing effort away from groundfish towards monkfish. However, this shift is certainly 

not pronounced at this point. Table 3 shows that there does remain a somewhat large amount of 

multispecies DAS being utilized that are not exceeding the incidental monkfish limit. However, 

of the approximately 26,000 trips during FY2009-2013, only around 500 of these trips had the 

total whole weight of their catch comprised of at least 25% monkfish.  It is likely that some of 

these DAS are being used to target skates or dogfish, and little monkfish catch would be 

expected on such trips. Other DAS might effectively be wasted, but even in a case where a vessel 

uses up all their multispecies DAS, they can be leased at a very low cost. Given this fact, 

Category C and D vessel owners would see little to no increase in profitability from being 

allowed to declare a multispecies DAS while at-sea. 

 

Monkfish Permit 

Category 
Operating under no DAS  

Operating under a 

multispecies DAS 

 

Operating under a 

monkfish DAS 

 

C 

5% of the total weight of fish on 

board, not to exceed 50 lbs per day 

or 150 lbs per trip 

600 1,250 

D 

5% of the total weight of fish on 

board, not to exceed 50 lbs per day 

or 150 lbs per trip 

500 600 

Table 1- Monkfish trip limits measured in tail weight per DAS 

 

 

 
Figure 1- Cumulative trips by tail weight per DAS by Category C and D vessels in the NFMA 

during FY 2009-2013 while not under a monkfish, multispecies or scallop DAS. 
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Fishing 
Year 

Vessels with at least one trip of 41-
50 lbs. monkfish tail weight per DAS 

(all vessels in sector) 

Vessels with at least one trip of 0-50 lbs. 
monkfish tail weight per DAS                   

(# in common pool) 

2009 0 18 (2) 

2010 1 17 (0) 

2011 0 15 (3) 

2012 0 5 (0) 

2013 2 13 (0) 

Table 2- Category C and D vessels making trips in the NFMA while not under a monkfish, 

multispecies or scallop DAS. 

 

 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total 

C Vessels 2,375 1,630 1,730 1,458 1,053 8,246 

Exceed Incidental 835 711 698 718 682 3,644 

Not Exceed Incidental 1,540 919 1,032 740 371 4,602 

% Exceeding 35.2% 43.6% 40.3% 49.2% 64.8% 44.2% 

D Vessels 7,816 4,691 5,816 5,503 3,824 27,650 

Exceed Incidental 1,303 939 1,239 1,096 939 5,516 

Not Exceed Incidental 6,513 3,752 4,577 4,407 2,885 22,134 

% Exceeding 16.7% 20.0% 21.3% 19.9% 24.6% 19.9% 

Total 10,191 6,321 7,546 6,961 4,877 35,896 

Exceed Incidental 2,138 1,650 1,937 1,814 1,621 9,160 

% Exceeding 21.0% 26.1% 25.7% 26.1% 33.2% 25.5% 

Table 3- Category C and D vessel trips in the NFMA while under only a multispecies DAS. The 

incidental limit is assumed to be 50 lbs. monkfish tails per DAS. 

 

1.1.1.1.3 Option 3: Allow only groundfish sector vessels holding limited access Monkfish 

Category D and D permits to declare a NE multispecies DAS at sea in the 

Northern Fishery Management Area 

 
The economic impacts of Option 3 would likely be neutral relative to No Action and Option 2. 

The opportunity for C and D vessels to increase their possession limit (Table 1) would be the 

same as Option 2, but common pool vessels would not see this benefit under Option 3. However 

as can be seen in Table 2, there have not been any common pool vessels catching 0-50 lbs. of 

monkfish tails per DAS while not under any DAS from FY2012-2013. Figure 2 shows a virtually 

identical distribution as Figure 1, verifying the lack of presence of common pool vessel trips. 

 

 

 



 
Figure 2- Cumulative trips by tail weight per DAS by sector Category C and D vessels in the NFMA 

during FY 2009-2013. 

 

1.1.1.2 Southern Management Area at-sea Monkfish DAS declaration 

1.1.1.2.1 Option 1: No Action 

 

The economic impacts of Option 1 would be neutral. Vessel operators would continue to not be 

permitted to declare a monkfish DAS while at sea in the SFMA. 

 

1.1.1.2.2 Option 2: Allow at-sea Monkfish DAS declaration in the SMA 

 

The economic impacts of Option 2 would likely be neutral, but possibly low positive. The 

current monkfish possession limit for Category C and D vessels using non-trawl gear that are on 

a multispecies DAS in the SFMA but not on a monkfish DAS is 50 lbs. tailweight per DAS. All 

Category H vessels are under this incidental trip limit as well (Table 4). Figure 3- Cumulative trips 

by tail weight per DAS by Category C and D vessels using non-trawl gear in the SFMA during FY 2009-

2013Figure 3 shows there have been 127 trips from such vessels that have landed 40-50 lbs. of 

monkfish tails per DAS and 165 trips that have landed 30-50 lbs during FY 2009-2013. Table 5 

shows the number of such vessels that have had at least one trip landing 40-50 lbs. of monkfish 

tails per DAS during FY 2009-2013. 

  

While some of the trips bumping up against the incidental monkfish possession limit may have 

resulted in some discarded monkfish, virtually all of these trips have significant landings of other 

species. If the vessels making these trips were allowed to switch to a monkfish DAS at sea, it is 

possible that the monkfish discards could be turned into landings. However given that these trips 

are clearly targeting other species, a significant increase in landings on such trips would not be 

expected.   
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Monkfish Permit 

Category 

Gear Type Incidental Limit 

(lbs. in t.w.) 

Possession Limit 

on a monkfish 

DAS 

(lbs. in t.w./DAS) 

Potential Gain 

(lbs. in 

t.w./DAS) 

C Non-trawl 50   610 560 

 Trawl 300  610 310 

D Non-trawl 50  500 550 

 Trawl 300  500 200 

H All gear 50 500 450 
Table 4- Monkfish trip limits for vessels on a groundfish DAS in the SFMA. 

 

 
Figure 3- Cumulative trips by tail weight per DAS by Category C and D vessels using non-trawl 

gear in the SFMA during FY 2009-2013 

 

 

Fishing 
Year 

Vessels with at least one trip of 41-
50 lbs. monkfish tail weight per DAS 

(# in common pool) 

Vessels with at least one trip of 0-50 lbs. 
monkfish tail weight per DAS                   

(# in common pool) 

2009 5 (2) 12 (4) 

2010 4 (1) 7 (2) 

2011 7 (2) 13 (4) 

2012 12 (3) 17 (3) 

2013 9 (3) 16 (5) 

Table 5- Number of Category C and D vessels using non-trawl gear in the SFMA while under a 

multispecies DAS but not a monkfish DAS. 
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Category C and D vessels using trawl gear in the SFMA have an incidental trip limit of 300 lbs. 

tail weight per DAS, and these vessels would be able to increase their landing limit while at sea 

by declaring a monkfish DAS in the SFMA (Table 4). Figure 4 shows that there were few trips 

bumping up against the incidental limit during FY 2009-2013, with only 59 trips having 

monkfish landings within 10 pounds of the incidental limit. Accordingly, Table 6 shows that 

most C and D vessels using trawl gear in the SFMA are not taking trips that are bumping up 

(within 10 lbs.) against the incidental limit. Many more trawl vessels are taking trips that are 

resulting in 0-300 lbs. of monkfish tails per DAS. Furthermore, though not included in Figure 4, 

there were over 3,000 trawl trips in the SFMA resulting in 0-250 lbs. of monkfish tails per DAS 

during FY2009-2013. This distribution of catch on trawl trips means there is likely little to be 

gained by allowing trawl vessels to switch to a monkfish DAS at sea in the SFMA. Additionally, 

much of the directed monkfish fishing effort in the SFMA is through gillnetting. 

 

 
Figure 4- Cumulative trips by tail weight per DAS by Category C and D vessels using trawl gear in 

the SFMA during FY 2009-2013 

 

 

Fishing 
Year 

Vessels with at least one trip of 
291-300 lbs. monkfish tail weight 

per DAS (# in common pool) 

Vessels with at least one trip of 0-300 
lbs. monkfish tail weight per DAS                   

(# in common pool) 

2009 4 (0) 105 (8) 

2010 10 (2) 91 (5) 

2011 12 (2) 90 (7) 

2012 7 (1) 69 (6) 

2013 7 (1) 58 (8) 

Table 6- Number of Category C and D vessels using trawl gear in the SFMA while under a 

multispecies DAS but not a monkfish DAS. 
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Table 7 and Table 8 show the catch of Category C and D vessels on monkfish DAS in the SFMA 

relative to the incidental limits while on a groundfish DAS. Logically, the vessels fishing with 

trawl gear are less likely to exceed their higher incidental limit. It is possible that the trips that 

did not exceed the incidental limit were effectively wasting a monkfish DAS. However, if that 

vessel would not have use for the DAS later in the season, than there is no opportunity cost in 

using it. Table 45 in Biological Impacts section shows that monkfish DAS usage is low 

compared to allocation, although usage is higher in the SFMA. It is possible that some vessel 

owners may not be fully aware of how few monkfish DAS they are using and they may end up at 

sea on an incidental trip which could have been avoided. Option 2 would help prevent this 

situation from occurring, though the data suggests this may not be a real issue. 

 

  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total 

C Vessels 583 435 641 466 390 2515 

Exceed Incidental 491 370 594 431 368 2254 

Not Exceed Incidental 92 65 47 35 22 261 

% Exceeding 84.2% 85.1% 92.7% 92.5% 94.4% 89.6% 

D Vessels 1302 1107 1301 1116 895 5721 

Exceed Incidental 1147 997 1214 1050 840 5248 

Not Exceed Incidental 155 110 87 66 55 473 

% Exceeding 88.1% 90.1% 93.3% 94.1% 93.9% 91.7% 

Total 1885 1542 1973 1596 1285 8281 

Exceed Incidental 1638 1367 1839 1495 1208 7547 

% Exceeding 86.9% 88.7% 93.2% 93.7% 94.0% 91.1% 

Table 7- Category C and D vessel trips in the SFMA using non-trawl gear while under a monkfish 

DAS*. The incidental limit (on a multispecies DAS) is 50 lbs. monkfish tails per DAS.                                                                                                   

* There are 31 Category H trips in 2011 and 14 trips in 2012 that are included in the totals. 

 

 

  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total 

C 92 115 143 89 49 488 

Exceed Incidental 68 93 118 57 21 357 

Not Exceed Incidental 24 22 25 32 28 131 

% Exceeding 73.9% 80.9% 82.5% 64.0% 42.9% 73.2% 

D 71 108 147 74 65 465 

Exceed Incidental 42 69 74 44 38 267 

Not Exceed Incidental 29 39 73 30 27 198 

% Exceeding 59.2% 63.9% 50.3% 59.5% 58.5% 57.4% 

Total 163 223 290 163 114 953 

Exceed Incidental 110 162 192 101 59 624 

% Exceeding 67.5% 72.6% 66.2% 62.0% 51.8% 65.5% 

Table 8- Category C and D trawl vessel trips in the SFMA while under a monkfish DAS. The 

incidental limit (on a multispecies DAS) is 50 lbs. monkfish tails per DAS. 



 

1.1.1.3 Modify DAS/trip limit allocation for Category F (offshore) vessels 

1.1.1.3.1 Option 1: No Action 

The economic impacts of Option 1 would be neutral. Category F Vessel operators would 

continue to have a monkfish trip limit of 1,600 lbs. in tailweight, and their DAS use would 

continue to be prorated. 

 

1.1.1.3.2 Option 2: Increase the trip limit and adjust monkfish DAS allocations 

accordingly 

 

The economic impacts of Option 2 would be uncertain relative to No Action, as the DAS 

calculation chosen will determine the direction and magnitude of impacts. 

 

Sub-Option 1: Existing DAS allocation 

 

The economic impacts of Sub-Option 1 would likely be neutral relative to No Action, but 

possibly low positive. 

 

1800 lbs. tail weight 

 

If the trip limit for Category F vessels is raised to 1,800 pounds, these vessels will be able to land 

an additional 200 pounds of monkfish per DAS. In addition to a potential increase in revenue 

from the increased possession limit, vessels may also benefit from a potential reduction in 

overall costs, e.g. fuel, if less time is required to be spent at sea. From FY2009-2013, there were 

only 5 Category F trips landing 1,000-1,600 lbs of monkfish tails per seaday. 

 

2200 lbs. tail weight 

 

If the trip limit for Category F vessels is raised to 2,200 pounds, these vessels will be able to land 

an additional 600 pounds of monkfish per DAS. . In addition to a potential increase in revenue 

from the increased possession limit, vessels may also benefit from a potential reduction in 

overall costs, e.g. fuel, if less time is required to be spent at sea. 

 

  Sub-Option 2: Revised DAS allocation 

 

The economic impacts of Sub-Option 2 would likely vary among Category F vessels. As a result, 

the impacts to the monkfish fishery as a whole relative to No Action and Sub-Option 1 are 

uncertain. 

 

1600 lbs. in tailweight 

 

Under the current trip limit and Sub-Option 2, Category F vessels would also no longer be 

subject to the trip limit of their primary vessel permit category. This provision could potentially 

increase the operational flexibility and profitability of Category F vessels. However, the 

maximum potential landings per vessel per fishing year will decrease because of a smaller DAS 

allocation relative to Sub-Option 1. Overall, those Category F vessels that intend to make a small 



number (1-3) of high volume offshore trips will likely benefit. Given that there were only 4 

Category F trips landing between 4,000-5,312 pounds of whole monkfish from FY2009-2013, a 

large number of high volume trips would appear unlikely. The current monkfish possession limit 

of 1,600 pounds of monkfish tails equates to 5,312 whole weight. Those vessels that intend to 

make a larger number of trips that will not approach the trip limit may be worse off. 

 

1800 lbs. in tailweight 

 

If the trip limit for Category F vessels is raised to 1,800 pounds, these vessels will be able to land 

an additional 200 pounds of monkfish per trip. These vessels will also no longer be subject to the 

trip limit of their primary vessel permit category. This provision could potentially increase the 

operational flexibility and profitability of Category F vessels. However, the maximum potential 

landings per vessel per fishing year will decrease because of a smaller DAS allocation relative to 

Sub-Option 1. Overall, those Category F vessels that intend to make a small number (1-3) of 

high volume offshore trips will likely benefit. Those vessels that intend to make a larger number 

of trips that will not approach the trip limit may be worse off. 

 

 

2200 lbs. in tailweight 

 

If the trip limit for Category F vessels is raised to 2,200 pounds, these vessels will be able to land 

an additional 200 pounds of monkfish per trip. These vessels will also no longer be subject to the 

trip limit of their primary vessel permit category. This provision could potentially increase the 

operational flexibility and profitability of Category F vessels. However, the maximum potential 

landings per vessel per fishing year will decrease because of a smaller DAS allocation relative to 

Sub-Option 1, though the decrease would be a few thousand pounds less than under a 1,600 or 

1,800 pound trip limit. Overall, those Category F vessels that intend to make a small number (1-

3) of high volume offshore trips will likely benefit. Those vessels that intend to make a larger 

number of trips that will not approach the trip limit may be worse off. 

 

 

 

 

1.1.1.4 DAS requirements for RSA vessels when on a monkfish DAS 

1.1.1.4.1 Option 1: No Action 

 

The economic impacts of Option 1 would be neutral. Vessels participating in the RSA program 

would continue to be required to declare their intent to use a monkfish RSA DAS prior to leaving 

the dock. 

 

1.1.1.4.2 Option 2: Allow monkfish vessels to re-declare from a monkfish DAS to a 

monkfish RSA DAS while at sea 

 

The economic impacts of Option 2 would be neutral to low positive. Table 9 shows that there 

have been over 2,000 monkfish trips across the various monkfish permit categories that have 

caught 90% of the directed landing limit. Of these trips, 653 were made by vessels that are 



enrolled in the RSA program for FY2015. Given these numbers, the option to declare a monkfish 

RSA DAS while at sea could offer the ability to vessels enrolled in the RSA program to increase 

landings. However, these numbers do not consider the fact that even if a vessel is enrolled in the 

RSA program, it may not have any DAS available. The cost of purchasing a RSA DAS may 

affect profitability of a trip.  

 

Table 10 shows all vessel trips that operated under a monkfish RSA DAS from FY2009-2013. 

The table indicates that roughly half of these trips have exceeded the catch limit on a regular 

monkfish DAS. This suggests that there may be opportunity for vessels to use their RSA days 

more strategically by declaring them at-sea. Option 2 may allow for this, but also may decrease 

participation in the RSA program, which could result in associated research being underfunded. 

It should be noted that only 14 RSA vessel trips were made in the NFMA from FY2009-2013.  

 

  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total 

NFMA 414 491 355 279 238 1777 

Bump Up 4 7 9 18 7 45 

Not Bump 410 484 346 261 231 1732 

% Bump 1.0% 1.4% 2.5% 6.5% 2.9% 2.5% 

SFMA 1664 1639 2501 2108 1741 9653 

Bump Up 530 455 475 361 208 2029 

Not Bump 1134 1184 2026 1747 1533 7624 

% Bump 31.9% 27.8% 19.0% 17.1% 11.9% 21.0% 

Total 2078 2130 2856 2387 1979 11430 

Bump Up 534 462 484 379 215 2074 

% Bump 25.7% 21.7% 16.9% 15.9% 10.9% 18.1% 

Table 9- Number of trips on a monkfish DAS across vessel categories during FY 2009-2013 that are 

bumping up (monkfish catch of 90% of trip limit) and not bumping up. (not within 10% from trip 

limit) 

  



  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total 

A 15 20 
 

33 29 97 

Exceed Directed 7 9 
 

3 13 32 

Not Exceed  8 11 
 

30 16 65 

% Exceeding 46.7% 45.0% 
 

9.1% 44.8% 33.0% 

B 17 8 22 38 11 96 

Exceed Directed 13 7 17 10 4 51 

Not Exceed  4 1 5 28 7 45 

% Exceeding 76.5% 87.5% 77.3% 26.3% 36.4% 53.1% 

C 106 77 126 115 131 555 

Exceed Directed 40 32 40 21 40 173 

Not Exceed  66 45 86 94 91 382 

% Exceeding 37.7% 41.6% 31.7% 18.3% 30.5% 31.2% 

D 148 38 213 101 113 613 

Exceed Directed 103 30 159 46 80 418 

Not Exceed  45 8 54 55 33 195 

% Exceeding 69.6% 78.9% 74.6% 45.5% 70.8% 68.2% 

Total 286 143 361 287 284 1361 

Exceed Directed 163 78 216 80 137 674 

% Exceeding 57.0% 54.5% 59.8% 27.9% 48.2% 49.5% 

 

Table 10- All vessel categories fishing under an RSA day and breakdown of whether or not the trip 

exceeded the trip limit corresponding to that category trip limit on a monkfish DAS. 

 

 

 Modifications to Monkfish Possession Limits 

1.1.2.1 Northern Area Monkfish Trip Limit on a NE multispecies DAS 

1.1.2.1.1 Option 1: No Action 

 

The economic impacts of Option 1 would be neutral. Vessels fishing in the NFMA on a 

multispecies DAS would continue to be subjected to the existing incidental catch limits for 

monkfish. 

 

1.1.2.1.2 Option 2: Eliminate the trip limit on a NE multispecies DAS 

 

The economic impacts of Option 2 would be neutral to low positive. Vessels fishing in the 

NFMA on a multispecies DAS will have the ability to increase the amount of monkfish they can 

land. Table 3 shows that there was at least a minor increase in monkfish landings on NE 

multispecies DAS in FY2013 compared to previous years. However, as shown in Table 11, there 

have still been very few trips that have been bumping up against the incidental limit. It is 

possible that Option 2 would eliminate any incentive to use a monkfish DAS in the NFMA, and 

provide incentives for vessels to use their monkfish DAS in the SFMA, as they would no longer 

be necessary to land an unlimited amount of monkfish from the NFMA. However, given the lack 



of trips that are approaching the incidental limit, it is unlikely that fishing effort would 

dramatically increase in either management area. Many vessels that are home-ported in New 

England have to steam hundreds of miles to get to the SFMA, and likely move to SFMA ports 

before returning to the NFMA. Those vessels that do have this capability are likely already doing 

it, as the number of monkfish DAS allocated has not been restricting fishing effort. 

 

 

  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total 

C Vessels 1538 1219 1346 1184 926 6213 

Bump up 2 3 5 7 18 35 

Not bump 1536 1216 1341 1177 908 6178 

% Bump 0.1% 0.2% 0.4% 0.6% 1.9% 0.6% 

D Vessels 4174 3041 4199 3942 2945 18301 

Bump up 6 2 5 
 

5 18 

Not bump 4168 3039 4194 3942 2940 18283 

% Bump 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.2% 0.1% 

 Total 5712 4260 5545 5126 3871 24514 

Bump up 8 5 10 7 23 53 

% Bump 0.1% 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.6% 0.2% 

Table 11- Number of trips across vessel C and D categories during FY 2009-2013 on a NE 

multispecies DAS that are bumping up with the incidental limit (>=90%) and not bumping up with 

the incidental limit. The limit is 600 lbs. monkfish tails for Cat C vessels and 500 lbs. for Cat D. 

 

 

 Modifications to gear requirements while on a Monkfish DAS 

1.1.3.1 Modification to mesh size requirements on monkfish only DAS  

1.1.3.1.1 Option 1: No Action 

 

The economic impacts of Option 1 would be neutral. Mesh size requirements on a monkfish-only 

DAS would not be modified. 

 

1.1.3.1.2 Option 2: Allow the use of 5-7” mesh in standup gillnet on a monkfish DAS  

 

The economic impacts of Option 2 would be uncertain. Allowing the use of 5-7” mesh in 

standup gillnet on a monkfish DAS will increase the operational flexibility of some vessels to 

fish on for monkfish in 10-12” mesh and dogfish (or other species) in smaller mesh on the same 

trip. However, there may be concerns regarding bycatch, as seen in Table 47. Enforcement of 

mesh size changes without an observer on board also present considerable challenges. It is 

possibly that Option 2 could increase monkfish DAS usage, though vessels are unlikely to utilize 

all their monkfish DAS given their currently low usage rates. 

 

1.1.3.1.3 Option 3: Allow the use of 5-7” mesh in standup gillnet on a monkfish DAS in 

NFMA 

 



The economic impacts of Option 2 would be uncertain. Allowing the use of 5-7” mesh in 

standup gillnet on a monkfish DAS will increase the operational flexibility of some vessels to 

fish on for monkfish in 10-12” mesh and dogfish (or other species) in smaller mesh on the same 

trip. However, there may be concerns regarding bycatch in the NFMA. Table 47 shows that there 

was over 3 million pounds of cod catch observed from 2000-2013. On an annualized basis the 

numbers come out to about 200,000 lbs, or 90 mt. Given the current stock status for both cod 

stocks in New England, the long term ability for the groundfish fleet to sustainably harvest cod 

may be further compromised.   

 

1.1.3.1.4 Option 4: Allow the use of 5-7” mesh in standup gillnet on a monkfish DAS in 

SFMA 

 

The economic impacts of Option 2 would be uncertain. Allowing the use of 5-7” mesh in 

standup gillnet on a monkfish DAS will increase the operational flexibility of some vessels to 

fish on for monkfish in 10-12” mesh and dogfish (or other species) in smaller mesh on the same 

trip.  There may be concerns regarding bycatch, as seen in Table 47, although these concerns are 

likely not as large an issue in the SFMA. Monkfish DAS usage is greater in the SFMA than in 

the NFMA, meaning that Option 4 could potential offer benefits to more vessels than Option 3.  
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