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April 2019 Motions 
Icona 
Avalon, NJ 
 

SCOQ Excessive Shares Amendment 
 
Move to approve the Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Excessive Shares 
Amendment - Public Hearing Document and send it out for public hearings. 
deFur/Michels  
 
Move to substitute to keep alternatives 1, 2, and 3 and remove alternatives 4, 5, and 6, 
and add a definition of what an excessive share is on first paragraph. 
Mann/Hughes (3/16/0)  
Motion fails  
 
Move to postpone to the next Council meeting after the surfclam and ocean quahog 
committee can be reconvened to discuss the excessive shares definition, to further 
consider alternatives 5 and 6, and consider public testimony from the April Council 
Meeting.  
Nowalsky/Hemilright (10/9/0) 
Motion carries 
 
SCOQ Specs 
 
Move to recommend a 2019 ACL = 56,419 mt, a 2020 ACL = 56,289 mt, and an ACT = 
29,363 mt and commercial quota = 26,218 mt for both years (2019 and 2020). 
deFur/Heins 
Motion carries by consent 
 
eVTR Framework 
 
Move to add an alternative as a requirement for  
submission of eVTR at 24 hours and 48 hours. 
Nolan/Hughes withdrawn 
 
Move to add four alternatives as a requirement for submission of eVTRs 24 hours, 48 
hours, 72 hours, and 7 days. 
Nolan/Hughes (18/0/0)  
Motion carries 
 
HMS Permitting and Data Reporting 

Move that a letter be sent to HMS stating four improvements to the permitting/reporting 
systems: 1) the VTR and HMS reporting mechanisms need to be integrated to reduce 
duplicate reporting burdens for dual permit holders and to draw parity between the 
data (e.g. species and disposition) collected under each system; 2) holders of HMS 
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permits with a commercial sale endorsement should be required to report catch and 
harvest of all species, as well as discarded/undersize fish, to develop consistency with 
data reported on VTRs; 3) individuals applying for an HMS permit with a commercial 
sale endorsement or tilefish open access permits should be required to enter their 
USCG safety sticker number (or expiration date of Certificate of Inspection); and 4) the 
NOAA HMS database and USCG safety inspection databases need to be integrated to 
allow stronger verification procedures for vessel operators applying for a commercial 
sale endorsement. 
DiLernia/Hemilright (18/0/1) 
Motion carries 
 
Move that a letter be sent to GARFO stating that the VTR and HMS reporting 
mechanisms should be integrated to reduce duplicate reporting burdens for dual 
permit holders and to draw parity between the data (e.g., species and disposition) 
collected under each system, and that individuals applying for tilefish open access 
permits should be required to enter their USCG safety sticker number (or expiration 
date of Certificate of Inspection). 
DiLernia/Nolan  
Motion carries by consent with 1 abstention 
 
Move that a letter be sent to the USCG stating that the HMS and GARFO permitting 
database and USCG safety inspection databases should be integrated to allow 
stronger verification procedures for vessel operators applying for a commercial sale 
endorsement. 
DiLernia/Hemilright  
Motion carries by consent with 1 abstention 
 
Law Enforcement 
 
Move that a letter be sent to NOAA Office of Law Enforcement, in conjunction with the 
ASMFC Law Enforcement Committee, to explore the development of consistent 
regulations in both state and federal waters regarding sharing of fish on a recreational 
fishing trip (co-mingling) while at sea.  
DiLernia/Heins  
Motion carries by consent with 1 abstention 
 
Move that a letter be sent to NOAA (General Counsel) and (NOAA) Office of Law 
Enforcement requesting written guidance describing the responsibility of for-hire 
operators on the enforcement of fishery regulations. Also, request if there is a difference 
in responsibilities for operators of inspected and uninspected vessels. 
DiLernia/Heins  
Motion carries by consent with 1 abstention 


