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New England Council Actions    
 

Small-Mesh Multispecies  

 
None at this time 

Groundfish 

 

Sector At-Sea Monitoring 

For fishing year 2018, the total target at-sea monitoring coverage level is 15 percent of all groundfish 

sector trips.  Federally funded observer coverage provided by the Northeast Fishery Observer Program to 

meet the Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology (SBRM) requirements will partially satisfy the 15-

percent coverage requirement.  The SBRM coverage rate is not available yet and is anticpated sometime in 

the spring. 

 

For the 2017 fishing year, National Marine Fishieries Service (NMFS) has continued to offset a portion of 

industry’s costs for the groundfish at-sea monitoring program through a cooperative agreement with the 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission.  The ASMFC is reimbursing sectors for 60 percent of their 

ASM and electronic monitoring costs for sector trips beginning on or after May 1, 2017.  We are actively 

monitoring and evaluating the spend-down of available funds consistent with projected effort for the 

remainder of the fishing year.  We await the enactment of a final Fiscal Year 2018 appropriations bill to 

determine what funding may be available for the upcoming fishing year.  For additional information, 

please contact Liz Sullivan at (978) 282-8493 or email at Liz.Sullivan@noaa.gov. 

Scallops  

 
Southern New England/Mid-Atlantic Windowpane Flounder Accountability Measure Triggered 
In fishing year 2015, the scallop fleet exceeded their sub-ACL for Southern New England/Mid-Atlantic 

(SNE/MA) windowpane flounder by 15.1 percent.  As a result of this overage, vessels are required to 

comply SNE/MA windowpane accountability measure for the month of February in 2018.  During this 

time, in the area west of 71° W. Long., excluding Mid-Atlantic access areas, vessels will be required to 

fish with scallop dredge gear that: 

 

(1) The maximum number of rows of rings in the apron of the topside does not exceed five rows; and 

(2) The maximum hanging ratio for a net on the top of a scallop dredge (twine top) does not exceed 1.5:1 

overall.  

 

Scallop trawl gear is also prohibited in this time and area.  We sent a notice to scallop permit holders on 

January 19, 2018, to remind them of this gear restriction.  For additional information, please contact Travis 

Ford at (978) 281-9233 or email at travis.ford@noaa.gov. 

 

 

 

 

tel:(978)%20282-8493
mailto:Liz.Sullivan@noaa.gov
mailto:travis.ford@noaa.gov
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Limited Access General Category Scallop IFQ Cost Recovery 

On January 10, 2018, NMFS mailed out the 2017 cost recovery bills.  Although the 2017 scallop fishing 

year runs from March 1 through the last day of February, the cost recovery fee is based on expenses and 

landings made during the fee period, which runs from October 1 through September 30 each year.  This 

year’s rate is 0.4146 percent which is a decrease from last year’s rate of 0.6058 percent.  The most notable 

reason for the reduction in percentage fee was the completion of the Limited Access General Category 

Program 5-year Review.  The cost recovery bills are due February 28, 2018.  For additional information, 

please contact Shannah Jaburek at (978) 282-8456 or email at shannah.jaburek@noaa.gov. 

Herring 

 
Adjustments to 2018 Atlantic Herring Management Area Annual Catch Limits 

The 2018 adjustments to the Atlantic herring management area annual catch limits filed on February 14, 

2018, in the Federal Register.  This action adjusts the 2018 catch limits in the four herring management 

areas (Areas 1A, 1B, 2, and 3) to account for underages and overages in those areas during fishing year 

2016.  In order to ensure that the carryover of underages do not cause overfishing of the herring resource, 

management area-specific carryover does not increase the stock-wide annual catch limit.  For additional 

information, please contact Alyson Pitts at (978) 281-9352 or email at alyson.pitts@noaa.gov 

 

Monkfish 

 
None at this time 

Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab 

 

Atlantic Deep-Sea Red Crab 2018 Specifications 

On February 2, 2018, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (83 FR 4849) approving 

the2018 Atlantic deep-sea red crab quota.  Based on the recommendation from the New England Fishery 

Management Council, we are continuing the existing red crab fishery quota of 1,775 metric tons for fishing 

years 2017.  Because the final rule will not be effective before the start of the 2018 fishing year (March 1, 

2018), rollover specifications will be in effect and until replaced when the final rule became effective on 

March, 5, 2017.  For additional information, please contact Allison Murphy at (978)281- 9122 or email at 

Allison.murphy@noaa.gov. 

Skate 

 

Skate Framework 4 Final Rule 

On February 13, 2018, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (83 FR 6152) to implement 

Framework Adjustment 4 to the Northeast Skate Complex Fishery Management Plan.  This rule 

implements several measures to reduce the risk of the skate bait fishery from effectively closing down as it 

did in fishing year 2016.  This action will reduce the skate bait season 3 (November 1 – April 30) 

possession limit from 25,000 lb to 12,000 lb, and will de-couple the skate wing and bait in-season 

possession limit adjustments.  This action is designed to better control the catch of skate bait and provide a 

more consistent supply of skate bait to the lobster fishery.  These measures become effective March 15, 

2018.  For additional information, please contact Deb Lambert at (301) 427-8560 or email at 

deb.lambert@noaa.gov. 

mailto:978)%20281-9352
mailto:alyson.pitts@noaa.gov
mailto:978)281-%209122
mailto:Allison.murphy@noaa.gov
mailto:deb.lambert@noaa.gov


Status Report of Greater Atlantic Region Regulatory Actions 
 

4 

 

 

Mid-Atlantic Council Actions 
 

Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass 
  

2018 February Black Sea Bass Recreational Season Modification 

On February 1, 2018, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (82 FR 4601) to open an 

additional 28-day Federal recreational black sea bass fishery for the month of February in 2018.  The 

existing recreational management measures of a 12.5-inch minimum fish size and 15-fish possession limit 

will apply to this limited winter season.  Only two states, North Carolina and Virginia, declared their intent 

to participate in this season.  Each of these states is required to account for their proportion of expected 

February catch during the remainder of the 2018 recreational fishing year to prevent the recreational 

harvest limit from being exceeded.  Federal measures for the rest of the 2018 recreational fishery will be 

developed through a separate rulemaking for implementation in spring 2018.  The proposed rule for this 

action was published in the Federal Register on January 8, 2018, (83 FR 780) and the public comment 

period ended on January 23, 2018.  Federal measures for the rest of the 2018 recreational fishery will be 

developed through a separate rulemaking for implementation in spring 2018. For additional information, 

please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180 or email at Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

 

Scup Specifications 2018-2019 
On December 22, 2017, NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register (82 FR 60682) establishing 

scup specifications for the 2018 fishing year and projecting specifications for 2019.  This action replaces 

previously established 2018 catch limits in response to updated information about the scup stock.  The 

specifications increase the 2018 commercial quota by 38 percent and increase the 2018 recreational harvest 

limit by 41 percent.  For additional information, please contact Emily Gilbert at (978) 281-9244 or email at 

emily.gilbert@noaa.gov 

 

Summer Flounder Safe Harbor Quota Transfer – Virginia to Massachusetts 

NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on December 18, 2017, (82 FR 59987) allowing 

Virginia to transfer 3,585 pounds of summer flounder commercial quota to Massachusetts.  The revised 

summer flounder quotas for calendar year 2017 are: Virginia, 1,216,289 lb; and Massachusetts, 389,573 lb. 

This transfer was requested to repay landings by a Virginia-permitted vessel that landed in Massachusetts 

under a safe harbor agreement.  For additional information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-

9180 or email at Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

 

Summer Flounder Safe Harbor Quota Transfer – New York to New Jersey 

NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on January 25, 2018, (83 FR 3405) allowing 

New York to retroactively transfer 384 pounds of 2017 summer flounder commercial quota to New Jersey.  

The revised summer flounder quotas for calendar year 2017 are: New York, 435,380 lb; New Jersey, 

946,516 lb.  This transfer was requested to repay landings by a New York-permitted vessel that landed in 

New Jersey under a safe harbor agreement.  This event occurred too late in the year to publish notice in 

2017; however, the revised 2017 quotas will be used by NMFS in the ongoing quota accounting that is 

finalized later in 2018.  For additional information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180 or 

email at Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

 

 

 

mailto:Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov
tel:(978)%20281-9244
mailto:emily.gilbert@noaa.gov
mailto:Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov
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Summer Flounder Safe Harbor Quota Transfer – North Carolina to Virginia 

NMFS published a temporary rule in the Federal Register on January 25, 2018, (83 FR 3405) allowing 

North Carolina to retroactively transfer 11,902 pounds of 2017 summer flounder commercial quota to 

Virginia.  The revised summer flounder quotas for calendar year 2017 are: North Carolina, 1,524,791 lb; 

Virginia, 1,228,191 lb.  This transfer was requested to repay landings by a North Carolina-permitted vessel 

that landed in Virginia under a safe harbor agreement.  This event occurred too late in the year to publish 

notice in 2017; however, the revised 2017 quotas will be used by NMFS in the ongoing quota accounting 

that is finalized later in 2018.  For additional information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-

9180 or email at Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

Surfclam and Ocean Quahog 

 

Surfclam and Ocean Quahog ITQ Cost Recovery   

On May 10, 2017, NMFS announced the 2017 cost recovery tag fees for the surfclam and ocean quahog 

individual transferable quota (ITQ) fisheries.  This is the start of the new cost recovery program for the 

surfclam and ocean quahog ITQ fisheries.  The 2017 tag fees are $0.32 per surfclam tag and $0.20 per 

ocean quahog tag.  The fee to the ITQ shareholder will be based on how many cage tag numbers initial 

allocated to each shareholder are used to land clams, even if some or all of those tags are leased or 

otherwise transferred to another individual who uses them to land clams.  NMFS will issue ITQ 

shareholders a single bill in March 2018 based on all of the cage tags used during 2017.  Shareholders who 

do not use any tags will not receive a bill.  The tag fee announcement is available online at:  

www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/sustainable/species/clam/.  For additional information, please 

contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

 

2018-2020 Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Specifications 

We published final specifications for the 2018 through 2020 Atlantic surfclam and ocean quahog fisheries 

on February 6, 2018 (83FR5212).  The management measures for 2018 are status quo, including 

commercial harvest quotas and a suspension of the surfclam minimum size limit.  For additional 

information, please contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

Atlantic Bluefish 

 

None at this time 

Spiny Dogfish 

  

None at this time 

Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish  

 
2018-2020 Squid and Butterfish Specifications 

NMFS published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on December 13, 2017, (82 FR 58583) seeking 

public comment on the 2018-2020 squid and butterfish specifications.  This action would maintain existing 

Illex squid catch limits and slightly increase longfin squid catch limits.  However, butterfish catch limits 

would decrease in 2018 before increasing in 2019 and slightly exceeding current limits by 2020.  The 

public comment period is open through January 12, 2018.  For additional information, please contact 

Douglas Christel at (978) 281-9141 or email at douglas.christel@noaa.gov. 

http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/sustainable/species/clam/
mailto:Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov
mailto:Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov
mailto:douglas.christel@noaa.gov
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Tilefish 

 
Tilefish Framework 2 

This action would modify the tilefish incidental possession limit, clarify allowed gear for recreational 

fishing, and make several improvements to the tilefish individual fishing quota (IFQ) program.  A 

proposed rule published on October 18, 2017 (82 FR 48967), and the public comment period ended on 

November 7, 2017.  For additional information, please contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or 

Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

Other Actions 

Blueline Tilefish 

 

Blueline Tilefish Amendment 

On December 15, 2017, new regulations for blueline tilefish became effective.  These regulations 

implement the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s Blueline Tilefish Amendment, formally 

known as Amendment 6 to the Tilefish Fishery Management Plan.  Details can be found in the final rule 

(82 FR 52851; November 15, 2017).  This action establishes management measures for the recreational 

and commercial blueline tilefish fishery in Federal waters north of the Virginia/North Carolina border, and 

include permitting and reporting requirements for commercial or for-hire vessels and a commercial 

possession limit of 300 lb per trip.  The recreational fishery for blueline tilefish is closed from November 1 

through April 30, annually.  When the recreational fishery opens on May 1, 2018, the bag limit will depend 

on the type of fishing vessel:  Three fish per angler on private vessels, five fish per angler on uninspected 

for-hire vessels (e.g., charter boats), and seven fish per angler for USCG inspected for-hire vessels (e.g., 

party boats).  For additional information, please contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or 

Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

Paperwork Reduction Act 

 
Information Collection for Northeast Region Dealer Purchase Reports 
On August 2, 2017, a notice was published in the Federal Register (82 FR 35934) announcing a 60 day 

comment period ending on October 2, 2017 for the proposed extension to the collection of dealer purchase 

reports in the Greater Atlantic Region.  This request was for the extension of a currently approved 

information collection process and methodology.  Federally permitted dealers, and any individual acting in 

the capacity of a dealer, must submit to the Regional Administrator or to the official designee a detailed 

report of all fish purchased or received for a commercial purpose, other than solely for transport on land, 

by one of the available electronic reporting mechanisms approved by National Marine Fisheries Service 

(NMFS).  The information obtained is used by economists, biologists, and managers in the management of 

the fisheries.  The data collection parameters are consistent with the current requirements for Federal 

dealers under the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  This 

was an extension request of the current approval, and no comments were received in response to this 

notice.  For additional information, please contact David Ulmer at (757) 723-0303 or email at 

David.Ulmer@noaa.gov. 

 

Jonah Crab 

 

 None at this time 

mailto:Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov
mailto:Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov
mailto:(757)%20723-0303
mailto:David.Ulmer@noaa.gov
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Electronic Vessel Trip Report Omnibus Framework 

 
NMFS published a final rule in the Federal Register on September 11, 2017, (82 FR 42610) that 

implements a requirement for charter and party vessels that hold a Federal permit to fish for species 

managed by a Mid-Atlantic Council FMP, while on a trip carrying passengers for hire, to submit VTRs by 

electronic means.  Vessels must submit these reports within 48 hours following the completion of a fishing 

trip.  This action will be effective on trips occurring on or after March 12, 2018.  For additional 

information, please contact Dan Luers at 978-282-8457 or Daniel.Luers@noaa.gov. 

 

Update on the Implementation of the New Reporting Requirements for the Charter and Party Fleet Fishing 

for Species Managed by Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council:  Starting March 12, 2018, vessels 

issued a charter/party permit for a Mid-Atlantic managed fishery will be required to submit electronic 

vessel trip reports within 48 hours for all trips carrying passengers for hire. These new requirements stem 

from the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s Omnibus Electronic Vessel Trip Reporting (eVTR) 

Framework.  In preparation of this requirement, to date we have approved six electronic applications for 

handheld electronic devices (i.e., tablet) or personal computers.  Training dates can be found on the 

Council’s website http://www.mafmc.org/.   

Approved Applications 

Application Web-based 

Computer 

Windows-

Based 

Computer 

iPhone iPad Windows-based 

Tablet 

Android Tablet 

NOAA Fish Online    x X    

 Fisheries Logbook 

and Data Recording 

Software (FLDRS) 

 
x 

 
  

 

ACCSP SAFIS (e-

Trips) 

x  
 

x  x 

Electric Edge 

(FACTS) 

 
x 

 
  

 

 Ecotrust Canada 

(Elog)   

 
x x  x 

 

Olrac DDL x x 
 

 x 
 

 

Industry Funded Monitoring Omnibus Amendment 

 
None at this time 

 

mailto:Daniel.Luers@noaa.gov
http://www.mafmc.org/
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Lobster 

 

None at this time 

 

None at this time 

New Jersey Special Management Zone Action (NJ SMZ) 

 
Special Management Zone Designation for 13 Artificial Reef Sites in the Exclusive Economic Zone 

On February 13, 2018, NMFS published a rule in the Federal Register (83 FR 6152) proposing to 

designate 13 New Jersey artificial reef sites as Special Management Zones.  This action would allow only 

handline, rod and reel, or spear fishing (including the taking of fish by hand), in the artificial reef 

designated areas (year round).  This action would not prohibit commercial fishing on these reef sites but 

would prohibit the use of pot and trap gear commonly used by commercial anglers.  The comment period 

on this action is currently scheduled to close March 15, 2108.  We will consider extending the comment 

period if the council elects to take up additional discussion on these proposed closures.  For additional 

information, please contact Travis Ford at (978) 281-9233 or email at travis.ford@noaa.gov. 

Cost Recovery Programs 

  
Cost Recovery Transition to CRS   

The Regional Office is working to transition some aspects of cost recovery billing and collections for our 

catch share programs (LAGC Scallop IFQ, Tilefish IFQ, and Surfclam and Ocean Quahog ITQ) to Central 

Receivables Service (CRS).  CRS is a free service of the Treasury Dept. that assists other federal agencies 

to issue bills and collect past-due funds.  This transition should help streamline our process and reduce 

some administrative costs currently charged to the industry.  We are still finalizing some aspects of this 

change, and the transition will not affect the LAGC Scallop IFQ bills issued in January.  When we finalize 

the new system, we will have a larger outreach effort to make sure the Council and the industry know 

exactly what these changes mean for them.  For additional information, contact Doug Potts at 978-281-

9341.  For additional information, please contact Doug Potts at 978-281-9341 or email at 

Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov. 

Protected Resources Actions  
 

None at this time 

Research Permits and Acknowledgments - Applications Under 

Review 
On August 14, 2017, NMFS received an EFP application from the Coonamessett Farm Foundation to test 

the selectivity of raised webbing and 6.0-inch gillnets in the commercial haddock fishery.  The applicant 

has requested access to Closed Area I and an exemption from the minimum mesh regulations to facilitate 

their research.  This project was funded through the Bycatch Reduction Engineering Program.  For 

additional information, please contact Kyle Molton at (978) 281-9236 or email at Kyle.Molton@noaa.gov. 

 

tel:(978)%20281-9341
mailto:Douglas.Potts@noaa.gov
mailto:Kyle.Molton@noaa.gov
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Research Permits and Acknowledgments - Application Review 

Completed 
 

On December 4, 2017, NMFS issued an updated LOA to the University of New Hampshire to conduct a 

study testing the efficacy of a traditional otter trawl fitted with a deflector (guiding panel) to reduce catch 

of depleted groundfish stocks while increasing access to healthy groundfish stocks.  For additional 

information, please contact Emily Keiley at (978) 281-9116 or email at Emily.Keiley@noaa.gov.  

 

On January 10, 2018, NMFS issued a Letter of Acknowledgment (LOA) to the University of New England 

to conduct two day-long sampling trips in order to collect barndoor and thorny skates for laboratory studies 

that examine the potential physiological effects of climate change on these species.  A total of 10 barndoor 

and 30 thorny skates are anticipated to be collected over the project, and no collections will occur in 

habitat or commercial groundfish closure areas.  This LOA expires on April 30, 2018.  For additional 

information, please contact Cynthia Hanson at (978) 281-9180 or email at Cynthia.hanson@noaa.gov. 

 

On January 3, 2018, NMFS issued an LOA to the Virginia Institute of Marine Science to conduct the 

Northeast Area Monitoring and Assessment Program (NEAMAP) Nearshore Trawl Survey.  A chartered 

commercial fishing vessel will conduct survey work from Cape Hatteras, NC, to Montauk, NY, and in 

Block Island and Rhode Island Sounds.  Two research cruises will be conducted, the first from April 20, 

2018 to May 31, 2018, and the second from September 20, 2018 to November 30, 2018.  For additional 

information, please contact Spencer Talmage at (978) 281-9232 or email at Spencer.Talmage@noaa.gov. 

 

On January 30, 2018, NMFS issued an SRP to the Northeast Fisheries Science Center to carry out their 

Calendar Year 2018 research surveys.  Several vessels will be conducting survey work from North 

Carolina to Maine, starting on February 14, 2018 and ending on November 14, 2018.  For additional 

information, please contact Spencer Talmage at (978) 281-9232 or email at Spencer.Talmage@noaa.gov, 

mailto:(978)%20281-9116
mailto:Emily.Keiley@noaa.gov
mailto:Spencer.Talmage@noaa.gov
mailto:Spencer.Talmage@noaa.gov

