
 MEMORANDUM 
  

TO:  Mary Clark, MAFMC Collaborative Research Committee Coordinator 
 
FROM: Andrew Loftus, Coordinator, ASMFC/MAFMC Collaborative Research Grants 
 
DATE:  August 1, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Initial Project Progress Reports 
 
Attached are the initial progress reports for the four projects funded under the 2016 MAFMC 
Collaborative Research grants that are being administered through ASMFC. 
 
These initial reports, outlining project activities through July 15, are brief since contracts with the 
projects were only put in place in May and some projects are therefore just initiating work. As requested 
by the committee, performance progress reports for all projects are due on the following schedule: 
July 15, 2016 
January 15, 2017 
April 15, 2017 
July 15, 2017 
Final Report 45 days following conclusion of the contract (no later than February 1, 2018). 
 
Brief financial reports are due with every invoice detailing the expenditures as compared to the original 
budget, with a comprehensive financial report incorporated as part of the final report. As of July 15th no 
funds have been disbursed to project contractors. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 



PROJECT RECORD 
ASMFC Mid-Atlantic Collaborative Fisheries Research Contract 

 
 
ASMFC Contract Number  

Original Proposal Number 04-03 

Awardee Partnership for Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Science 
FEIN 26-1663944 

Admin Contact Raymond Bogan 

Email rbogan@lawyernjshore.com 
Address 1636 Delaware Ave  

Cape May, NJ 08204 
PI Dr. Olaf P. Jensen 
PI email olaf.p.jensen@gmail.com 
Other Contacts Cc to bochenek@hsrl.rutgers.edu 

Original Award $177,475 

Addendum $41,869 

Total Award $219,344 
 
NOTES 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s Collaborative Research Committee 
recommended this project for funding on the condition that that sampling  and telemetry work 
were extended at least into February and March (2 additional months).  An addendum to the 
original proposal was received and approved by project staff to meet this requirement. Total 
funding for this project is $219,344. 



 

Department of Marine & Coastal Sciences 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
71 Dudley Rd. 
New Brunswick, NJ 08901-8525 

ojensen@marine.rutgers.edu 
http://marine.rutgers.edu/~ojensen/ 
Cell: 410-812-4842 
 
 
 

July 26, 2016 
 
Andrew J. Loftus 
ASMFC Mid-Atlantic Collaborative Research Grants Coordinator 
3116 Munz Drive, Suite A 
Annapolis, MD 21403 
 
Dear Andy: 
 
In accordance with the grant agreement for the project “Estimating and Mitigating the Discard 
Mortality Rate of Black Sea Bass in Offshore Recreational Rod-And-Reel Fisheries,” I am submitting 
this interim report.  Since the project was awarded in May, 2016 (less than three months ago), we 
have focused on the following activities: 
 

1) Setting-up the subcontract from the Partnership for Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Science to Rutgers 
University  

2) Preparing for and scheduling the laboratory experiments by locating suitable facilities  
a. The facilities at the Rutgers University Marine Field Station and Aquaculture 

Innovation Center were determined to not be suitable for the laboratory experiments 
due to remaining damage from Hurricane Sandy or ambient seawater higher than 
the thermal preference of black sea bass. As a result, the holding tank study to 
evaluate tag retention and tagging-induced mortality will occur from September–
October at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth (UMassD).  

3) Requesting formal quotes and ordering of acoustic telemetry equipment 
a. Following discussion with Vemco, all tags and receivers have been ordered for the 

holding tank study and tagging trips.  
 
During the next six months, we plan to: 

1) Conduct the laboratory experiment  
a. We will capture black sea bass in Massachusetts coastal waters and transport them to 

UMassD. The fish will be tagged and monitored for thirty days.  
2) Complete project planning and preparation for fieldwork 

a. We will finalize all fishing industry collaborators for tagging and maintenance of 
acoustic receivers, submit an application for a Scientific Research Letter of 
Acknowledgement, conduct an online survey of anglers to identify terminal tackle 
setups for sampling, and purchase all necessary supplies for fieldwork. 

3) Preparation, deployment, and maintenance of the acoustic receiver array 
a. We will prepare all of the rigging for the receivers, which will be deployed before the 

first tagging trip and then downloaded and redeployed each month through March. 
4) Complete sampling trips to tag black sea bass 

a. Tagging trips will occur with scientists and volunteer anglers aboard recreational 
headboats from Sea Isle City, NJ from November 2016 through February 2017.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Olaf P. Jensen 



PROJECT RECORD 
ASMFC Mid-Atlantic Collaborative Fisheries Research Contract 

 
ASMFC Contract Number  

Original Proposal Number 02-01 

Award Recipient Garden State Seafood Association 

FEIN 53-0175414 
Admin Contact Gregory DiDomenico 

Email gregdidomenico@gmail.com 
Address 212 West State Street 

Trenton, NJ 08608 

PI Gregory DiDomenico 
PI email gregdidomenico@gmail.com 
Other Contacts  

Original Award $125,241 

Addendum  

Total Award $125,241 

 
 
NOTES 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s Collaborative Research Committee 
recommended this project for funding as proposed. 



Progress report to the Mid Atlantic Fisheries Management Council Collaborative 
Research Program: 

Collaborative development of a winter habitat model for Atlantic Mackerel, “version 
2.0”, for the identification of “cryptic” habitats and estimation of population availability 

to assessment surveys and the fishery. 
 
Recipient: Garden State Seafood Association 
 
Contract Number: 16-0405 
 
Principal Investigators: Gregory DiDomenico, William K. Bright, Peter Moore, Josh 
Kohut, Mitchell A. Roffer, John P. Manderson. 
 
Principal Agent: Laura Leach 
 
Project Manager: Andrew Loftus 
 
Proposed Start Date: May 1, 2016 
 
The goal of the research program is to develop an accurate model of winter habitat for adult 
and juvenile Atlantic mackerel at the scale of the northwest Atlantic that can be applied to 
estimate habitat dependent availability of the population to the fisheries independent stock 
assessment surveys and the fishery for the 2017 assessment and to identify cryptic offshore 
habitats. In an effort to achieve this goal the investigators proposed to complete the following 
tasks  
 
Task 1) Evaluate existing models of dynamic winter/spring habitat distributions for adult and 
juvenile Atlantic (ROFFs and NEFSC study fleet research models) 
 
Task 2) Assemble and review scientific and industry based information describing 
characteristics of deep water mackerel habitats (>200M) in the North East Atlantic 
 
Task 3) a) Synthesize ROFFs and NEFSC study fleet research models with mackerel habitat 
information from the Northeast Atlantic into a 2nd generation model for Atlantic Mackerel 
and b) evaluate model v2.0 accuracy in the field with NOAA/NMFS Northeast Fisheries 
Science Center (NEFSC) cooperative research study fleet, as well as available study fleet, 
observer, and fishery independent data not used to calibrate the model. 
 
Task 4) Apply model to develop population availability estimates with uncertainties to 
fishery independent surveys to be used in the 2017 stock assessment.  Apply model to 
quantify availability to the fishery in the context of spatial management regulations.  Draft 
working papers on topics for Atlantic Mackerel assessment meetings. 
 
Task 5) Design a cost effective and efficient industry based survey of habitats outside the 
domain of fishery independent surveys using the 2nd generation model as a quantitative 
hypothesis. 
 
 



 
As of July 14, 2016, our progress toward completing these tasks is as follows: 
 
Tasks 1-5: A kickoff meeting of the Co-PIs was held on June, 9 2016 to review a) the overall 
project objectives including broad outlines of final products, b) the ROFFs and Study Fleet 
modeling efforts, c) the availability of fishery and fishery independent data as well as ocean 
observations and numerical ocean model output that can be used to calibrate and evaluate a 
version 2 model useful for estimating population availability. The approaches to modeling 
and field evaluation were discussed in the context of model applications. There are two broad 
applications. A now-cast and short term forecast for model evaluation and eventual use for 
identifying cryptic habitats offshore. A historical hind-cast for estimating availability of the 
stock to fisheries independent surveys and fishery performance in the context of regulations. 
The second application will probably require a parsimonious version of the first model which 
will serve as the foundation.  
 
Task 1: Fishery and Fishery independent data are being assembled for modeling and 
evaluation of the two existing models.  This includes the development of products describing 
potentially important habitat features derived from ocean observations and models.  The 
evaluation of the existing models is to be completed by October.  
 
Task 2: We are reviewing the European scientific literature on North East Atlantic Mackerel 
including literature describing habitat ecology and recent expansions of species distribution 
into Nordic seas.  Contacts have been made with participants in EU and Nordic Mackerel 
fisheries.  Meetings with industry contacts to discuss mackerel ecology from the industry 
perspective are planned for in mid-September in Iceland.  The following week one of the CO-
PIs (Manderson) will attend ICES annual science conference in Riga, Latvia and make 
contact with several prominent EU scientists working on NE Atlantic Mackerel. PI’s will be 
presenting in the following; “What good is pelagic habitat” and “Fisher collected acoustic 
data (FCAD).” Co-PI Manderson will also present a paper entitled “Collaborative now-
casting of seascape dynamics to develop models for accurate estimates of past and future 
availability of fish to fisheries and fisheries independent surveys” which will articulate the 
approach being taken in the project in the session “Seasonal-to-decadal prediction of marine 
systems: opportunities, approaches, and applications.” 
 
Task 3: Outreach activities are ongoing with US processors and captains in the Herring / 
Mackerel Fishery who are likely to participate in the field evaluation of the 2nd generation 
model.  To date these have included trips to Cape May, and Gloucester to meet with vessels 
and processors. 
 
Task 4: We are developing a spatial-temporal database of area based management closures 
with the help of collaborators at the Greater Atlantic Region Fisheries Office that will allow 
us to estimate proportions of potential habitat available to the fishery resulting from the 
interaction between habitat dynamics and the spatial dynamics of area based closures. 
 
 



PROJECT RECORD 
ASMFC Mid-Atlantic Collaborative Fisheries Research Contract 

 
ASMFC Contract Number  

Original Proposal Number 05-02 

Award Recipient Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County 

FEIN 11-6081424 
Admin Contact Emerson Hasbrouck 

Email Ech12@cornell.edu 
Address 423 Griffing Ave 

Riverhead, NY 11901 
PI Emerson Hasbrouck 
PI email Ech12@cornell.edu 
Other Contacts  

Original Award $158,687 

Addendum $ 32,000 

Total Award $190,687 

 
NOTES 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s Collaborative Research Committee 
recommended this project for funding on the condition that that two additional mesh sizes (5.5” 
square mesh and 6” diamond) be added to the sampling regime with commensurate adjustments 
to the budget. An addendum to the original proposal was received for these additional meshes, 
the cost of which exceeded the funding availability. Subsequently, a second addendum was 
requested and received for adding only one additional mesh (6” diamond) and was approved by 
project staff after consultation with MAFMC staff. Total funding for this project is $190,687. 
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DETERMINING SELECTIVITY AND OPTIMUM MESH SIZE 
TO HARVEST THREE COMERCIALLY IMPORTANT 

MID-ATLANTIC SPECIES   
 

Contract Number 16-0406 
 

A Progress Report to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission and the Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council  

 
Reporting Period: April 30, 2016-June 30, 2016  

 
Emerson Hasbrouck-Principal Investigator and Project Leader 
Cornell University Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County 

Marine Program 
423 Griffing Ave 

Riverhead, NY 11901 
631-727-7850 ext. 319 

ech12@cornell.edu 
 
 

Jonathan Knight-Co-Principal Investigator 
Superior Trawl Inc. 

55 State Street 
Narragansett, Rhode Island 02882 

superiortrawl@aol.com 
401-782-1171 

 
 
 
 

mailto:ech12@cornell.edu
mailto:superiortrawl@aol.com
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Goals and Objectives 

 
The project goal is to determine the selectivity of multiple codend mesh sizes and shapes 

relative to summer flounder, black sea bass and scup retention.  
Objectives related to this goal are: 

• Effectively determine the selectivity of 4.5” diamond, 5” diamond, 5.5” diamond 6” 
diamond and 6” square mesh codends for all 3 species 

• To determine if one or more of these mesh sizes effectively reduces the catch of juvenile 
summer flounder, black sea bass and scup 

• To evaluate the current mesh size regulations relative to current minimum retention size 
of each of these 3 species 

• To demonstrate what the potential is for a possible successful common mesh size to 
reduce discards in the Mid-Atlantic fisheries  

• To complete an applied experiment across a wide range of strata and conditions 
including: areas, depths, bottom type, and reflective of the summer flounder, black sea 
bass and scup fisheries. 

• Validate these results for fishery managers and fishermen.  
 

These objectives respond directly to the stated research priority to determine mesh selectivity 
for summer flounder and/or black sea bass to quantify selectivity at a range of mesh sizes, 
shapes, and configurations.  

 
Activities and Progress 

 
Activities during this report period were largely concerned with developing and finalizing a 

contract and with initiating the project.  The project contract was finalized and fully executed on 
May 26, 2016.  Several conversations were held with the project PI, co-PI and Cornell staff.  
Project logistics, net modification and use, codend sizes and construction and project timeline 
were discussed.  A preliminary schedule for net-work was established.  The project PI and 
Cornell staff met with and had several discussions with Capt. Dave Aripotch, owner and captain 
of the F/V Caitlin and Mairead.  Capt. Aripotch is the collaborating fisherman for this project 
and all at-sea activities will be aboard the F/V Caitlin and Mairead.  Logistics and tentative 
timing of the project as well as net design and handling were discussed. Plans were made for 
Capt. Aripotch to bring his vessel to RI to pick up the trouser trawl in July.  A project meeting 
was held with all Cornell fisheries staff to discuss logistics, timing and execution of the project.  
An Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP) request was developed in order to conduct this project.  The 
EFP request was submitted to the GARFO Regional Administrator on June 6, 2016.  The EFP 
request is being processed by GARFO.    

 
Activities during the next reporting period will concentrate on construction of the 5 codends 

to be used as well as conducting the at-sea field work for this project.    



PROJECT RECORD 
ASMFC Mid-Atlantic Collaborative Fisheries Research Contract 

 
 

ASMFC Contract Number  

Original Proposal Number 01-03 

Award Recipient Research Foundation for The State University of 
New York 

FEIN 14-1368361 
Admin Contact Anne DePietri 

Email annette.depietri@stonybrook.edu 
Address Office of Sponsored Programs 

Stony Brook University 
Stony Brook, NY 11794-3362 
Ph: 631-632-4702 

PI Janet A. Nye 
PI email janet.nye@stonybrook.edu 
Other Contacts  

Original Award $75,645 

Addendum  

Total Award $75,645 

 
 
NOTES 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s Collaborative Research Committee 
recommended this project for funding as proposed. 



Progress Report 

The State University of New York 

Changes in availability of Mid-Atlantic fish stocks to fisheries-independent surveys  

(PIs Nye, Frisk, Sagarese) 

July 15, 2016 

Our project has just started so we have identified a MS student to work on this project and have 
extracted data from the NOAA NEFSC bottom trawl database for black sea bass and summer 
flounder in both the spring and fall.  We have begun to explore the data for these two species in 
several ways, but first by plotting bottom temperature against abundance for each species.  For 
summer flounder we have noticed different distributions for small and large size classes so are 
determining the best way to model different size classes given the amount of data.  We have also 
obtained the data for bottom type or more specifically, bottom rugosity to incorporate these 
variables into the habitat models for these 2 species. 
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