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Meeting Summary 

The working group met via conference call on June 20, 2017 to discuss progress since last meeting and 

to review a proposal by Dr. John Wiedenmann to use MSE approaches to evaluate risk of overfishing.  

Participants included Mike Wilberg, Sarah Gaichas, Rich Seagraves, Brandon Muffley, Mike Frisk and  

John Wiedenmann.  Olaf Jensen, Tom Miller and Brian Rothschild were unable to participate. 

 

Rich Seagraves reviewed the  Council’s expectations for the Sub-Committee and time table.  

Consideration should be given to increasing P* to 0.45 when B>Bmsy, and to the elimination of P* as a 

function of stock biomass.  Simulation studies suggest that this function provides little long-term benefit.   

Elimination of the  distinction between typical and atypical life histories was also considered an option.  

Paul Rago reviewed  the results of the March 2017 meeting and in particular, the potential use of 

empirical methods to estimate the OFL uncertainty.  

The Working Group agreed to conduct the following analyses before the full SSC meeting in July. 

1. Prepare a worked example of the so-called empirical approach for scup similar to that prepared 

for summer flounder.  The example would include a comparison of the uncertainty based on 

within model estimation and the prediction error associated with short term forecasts. 

2. Review the Traffic Light approach pursued by Brian Linton and John Wiedenmann for potential 

application to risk policy. 

3. The Committee agreed with the development of a score card narrative as a way of justifying 

choices for risk levels and model uncertainty.  Rago will take the lead on this. 

The Working group spent most of its time discussing the potential simulation scenarios that might be 

evaluated by John Wiedenmann as part of his contract with the MAFMC.  Three species,  summer 

flounder, scup and butterfish were considered to appropriate species for analyses.   For each species the 

uncertainty estimates will be set at CV=0.4, 0.6 and 1.0.  Trends in A50 rates (i.e., affects selectivity) will 

also be evaluated.  On harvest policy of particular interest is the use of 3 year averages for quotas. In 

response to the discussions John Wiedenmann will revise his proposal. 


