
 

 

 

 

July 21, 2015  

Dr. John Boreman, Chairman 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council Science and Statistical Committee 

800 N. State Street, Suite 201 

Dover, DE 19901 

Dear Dr. Boreman,  

The North Carolina Fisheries Association (NCFA) is a 63-year trade association representing the commercial 

fishing families in our state. We were concerned by the initial staff recommendations regarding summer 

flounder outlined in a July 9 memo to the Science and Statistical Committee, calling for as much as a 45 percent 

quota reduction. As noted by others, the commercial fishing industry simply cannot withstand such a loss in one 

fishing year. 

I was a member of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council for six years from 1989-1995. At that time 

North Carolina did not have a seat on the mid-Atlantic council, but I deliberated on the first summer flounder 

plan as a member of the Demersal Species Committee. I remember allegations at a meeting in Islip, NY that 

summer flounder had been overfished for 25 years! Some of the proposed management options then would have 

devastated the industry by attempting to rapidly recover the population. Reason prevailed, however, and the 

reductions were implemented over time. And those measures worked. 

With that in mind and given our experience with significantly flawed stock assessments for menhaden and 
spotted sea trout in recent years, NCFA recommends a more conservative approach. Cutting harvest by nearly 

half based on inconclusive data would have huge economic impacts to coastal communities, and worse, erode 

the present infrastructure required for a healthy commercial fishery.  NCFA also asks the committee to consider 

that fishermen reported an increase in juvenile fish this past winter season, documented in both Northeast Area 

Monitoring and Assessment Program fall 2014 and spring 2015 findings, suggesting recruitment is improving. 

It is also important to note the suspension of the Research Set-Aside Program should eliminate misreporting 

issues, in turn reducing fishing pressure on the stock. 

I was pleased to see the revised staff memo dated July 17, which recognizes the potential economic devastation 

of the initial proposal. NCFA supports the new approach which outlines a three-year phase-in for catch limit 

reductions; however, we suggest the committee allow for flexibility should new information indicate the stock 

is healthy. The association appreciates your consideration. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Jerry Schill 

President, North Carolina Fisheries Association 

cc: Dr. Christopher Moore, MAFMC Executive Director and Rich Seagraves, SSC Staff Contact 


