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Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Advisory Panel Webinar 

July 28, 2017 

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council's (Council) Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black 
Sea Bass Advisory Panel (AP) met jointly with the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s 
(Commission) Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass AP via webinar on July 28, 2017. The 
purpose of this meeting was: 1) to review an assessment update for scup, data updates for summer 
flounder and black sea bass, and Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) and Monitoring 
Committee recommendations for all three species, and 2) to provide an opportunity for the APs to 
give additional input on the 2018 specifications for these species and possible scup specifications 
for 2019. The Council and the Commission’s Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass 
Management Board will review these previously implemented specifications at their joint meeting 
in August 2017.  

Council Advisory Panel members present: James Fletcher (NC), Bob Pride (VA), Skip Feller 
(VA), Bonnie Brady (NY), Jan McDowell (VA), Carl Benson (NJ), Joan Berko (NJ), Mark Hodges 
(VA)* 

Commission Advisory Panel members present:  Art Smith (NC), Mark Hodges (VA)* 

Others present: Kiley Dancy (MAFMC staff), Brandon Muffley (MAFMC staff), Kirby Rootes-
Murdy (ASMFC staff), Rob O’Reilly (VMRC; Demersal Committee chair), Tiffany Vidal (MA 
DMF), Erica Fuller (Earthjustice), Katie Almeida (Town Dock), Peter Moore (MARACOOS) 

*Serves on both Council and Commission Advisory Panels.  

Summer Flounder 
An advisor asked whether the spawning stock biomass (SSB) is in pounds or numbers of fish. Staff 
responded that SSB is in weight (pounds or metric tons). This advisor commented that if it is in 
pounds, he believes SSB is declining because the recreational fishery is targeting large female fish 
due to size regulations. This advisor suggests targeting smaller fish to decrease the weight of 
removals and increase SSB. 

On recreational measures, this same advisor indicated that non-compliance is a major problem that 
is not picked up by the Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP). There is a high number 
of fishermen landing fish at private docks whose fishing activity is not intercepted or enforced. 
This advisor supports mandatory electronic reporting via smartphone for recreational fishermen.  
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Scup 
One advisor asked about commercial discards and where and when they occur; for example, are 
most discards occurring in Winter I, Summer, or Winter II? This advisor also indicated that she 
did not support the Monitoring Committee recommendation for the 22.5% increase in Annual 
Catch Targets (ACTs) relative to previously implemented 2018 levels (a more moderate increase 
than could theoretically be taken given the SSC’s recommendation for Acceptable Biological 
Catch). However, this advisor was not necessarily indicating support for the full ACT increase 
(under the standard approach and setting ACTs=ACLs), and intends to review more information 
before offering a recommendation for specific ACT levels. This advisor also commented that staff 
and the Monitoring Committee should not make recommendations based on market impacts and 
stability. 

Another advisor repeated his request from the June AP meeting for information on price trends in 
tilapia over time and how those prices are tied to scup prices and landings. This advisor believes 
that every possible amount of increase in catch limits should be taken for scup, given his belief in 
the need to increase demand for scup and drive down scup prices so that scup can take back market 
share from tilapia.   

Black Sea Bass 
One advisor questioned whether or not managers or the SSC understood the causes for the shift in 
increased commercial landings by the trawl fishery in recent years since commercial fishermen 
aren’t on the SSC or Monitoring Committee. This advisor noted that the shift to the trawl fishery, 
particularly in states that have Individual Fishing Quotas (IFQs), is because pot fishermen are 
selling quota to trawlers because it’s easier for them not to set the pots. This advisor commented 
that the shift in commercial sea bass landings is a problem that the Council and SSC created by 
not understanding what fishermen will do.  

Another advisor also noted the shift in the commercial quota more dominated by the trawl fishery. 
This advisor noted the shift is occurring because the fish pot participants are getting older and 
getting out of the fishery and the low trip limits and closures in some states have put potters at a 
disadvantage compared to the trawl fleet.   

Another advisor asked if commercial discards are broken out by time and state and indicated that 
it’s difficult to plan for the upcoming year if the commercial quota is cut because of discards (citing 
the potential reduction to the 2017 commercial quota due to higher than anticipated discards in 
2015).  

On recreational measures, one advisor questioned why the Council, SSC, Monitoring Committee 
are not recommending mandatory smartphone reporting in order to develop accurate recreational 
catch data. This idea was supported by another advisor. One advisor questioned why the 
recreational fishery was not closed in the fall when it was known the recreational harvest limit was 
going to be exceeded. These overages would not occur on the commercial side and this seems 
unfair, especially when these overages have implications for the stock.  
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