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2014 Spiny Dogfish  

Fishery Performance Report - Addendum 

 

Sept 29, 2014 

 

The Spiny Dogfish Advisory Panel (AP) met on Sept 29, 2014 at 9 AM via webinar in order to develop 

supplementary comments for consideration by the Monitoring Committee and Council.  Information in 

the original Fishery Performance Report (FPR) was gathered through direct communications with 

industry representatives on the AP. 

 

MAFMC Dogfish Advisers advisors who participated in the webinar include: Claire Fitz-Gerald, (Cape 

Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen’s Alliance) and James Sulikowski (University of New England. Also 

on the call were James Armstrong (MAFMC staff), Jason Didden (MAFMC staff), and Tobey Curtis 

(GARFO staff). 

 

Summary 

 

A review of the materials and discussion from the Sept 17, 2014 SSC meeting was provided by James 

Armstrong.  Afterward, comments from advisors included: 

  The market appears to have responded favorably to the trip limits that were established through 

the 2014-2015 specifications.  Nevertheless the experience was reported from the perspective of 

the Massachusetts fishery where the vast majority (77%) of landings this year have occurred.  

Some fishermen in MA take their catch directly to the processors for a better price. 

 It was reported that Chatham fishermen were split on the trip limit issue when it was discussed 

earlier this year with some suggesting that a lower trip limit would have been favorable in terms 

of the effect on ex-vessel price. 

 There was discussion about a meeting in the EU to resolve the PCB that was supposed to have 

occurred at the end of Sept.  It was recalled that such a meeting was supposed to occur last year 

but either hadn’t or hadn’t resulted in any progress on the issue. 

 The desire from the fishery to have the Councils maintain stability in specified management 

measures after they have specified them was re-iterated. 

 Distribution of dogfish currently appears to be somewhat offshore of some ports in MA (north 

shore) resulting in them not landing many dogfish while others, where dogfish are closer to the 

beach (Cape), are landing plenty. 


