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CH RIS MO ORE , E XEC UTIVE D IRE CTO R
MID A TLAN TI C F IS HER Y MANA GE MEN T COUN CIL
800 NO RTH S TA TE S TRE ET , S UITE 201
DO VER ,DE 19901

Respectfully we ask that you please reject the proposed buffer zone for the squid grounds

located off the coast of Nantucket. It would be extremely devastating to our commercial fishing

fleet, their families, & all of the businesses dependent on them.

SI NCE RE LY ,

AN NETTE A LBA NES E
GLEN N B EC K
HA RVE ST F IS HER IES
127 C LA RKS FALLS RD
AS HA WA Y, RI 0280



From: Andy Boynton
To: Didden, Jason
Subject: Urgent email: squid fishing issue
Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 4:57:50 AM

Dr. Chris Moore, Executive Director
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
800 North State Street, Suite 201
Dover, DE 19901

Dear Dr. Moore,

I am very concerned about the increased and increasing squid fishing taking place south of
Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket.

1)     Please approve all alternatives for further analysis.    

2)     Specifically we would like the council to continue to consider, and eventually
implement Option 3 preventing squid possession by federally-permitted MSB vessels
with net gear onboard (unless appropriately stowed) from June 9 to August 31from
the state water 3 nautical mile state line to the 12 nautical mile territorial waters
boundary .

 
The present fishing technology and consequences is far from ideal. For every two pounds of
squid landed, one pound of other species is discarded, dead. Summer predators such as
striped bass, black sea bass, flounder and bluefish are lost every year as by catch. There is a
huge negative impact on recreational fishing. This has real economic consequences on local
economies given the value generated by a robust recreational fishing ecosystem. My own
experience as a recreational fisherman as witnessed this negative impact to the fishery on
many trips on my own and with guides off of Nantucket over the years. 

Caution is now essential. I'm confident that any responsible business/economic study would
reveal many direct and indirect costs and negative economic consequences from expanded
squid fishing. 

Please approve all alternatives for further analysis. This ecologically rich (and economically
important!) area is in great need of protections. Even in the short term, there is a solution that
helps mitigate the problem yet meets the needs of many. Time-area management south of
Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket will continue to allow the squid fishery to take their entire
quota, both annually and in Trimester 2, without causing negative impacts to the squid
population, and the predators that depend on them. A spawning closure will limit catch of pre-

mailto:jdidden@mafmc.org


spawned squid, damage and bycatch of squid mops, and bycatch of predator species. 
Protecting the health of the Nantucket Shelf ecosystem will also protect the vibrant coastal
economy and the communities and businesses that depend on a healthy local marine
ecosystem. 

If I can provide further perspective, let me know. 
 
Sincerely,

Andy Boynton

-- 
Andy Boynton
Dean
Carroll School of Management
Boston College
140 Commonwealth Avenue
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467

boyntona@bc.edu
617-552-8420 (p)
617-552-8738 (f)

 
Andy’s leadership blog   http://blogs.forbes.com/andyboynton/

mailto:andrew.boynton.1@bc.edu
http://blogs.forbes.com/andyboynton/


Cape Cod Selectman and 
Councilors Association 

 
“Serving 91 elected officials representing 

17 cape and island municipalities” 
 

May 10, 2016 
 
John Bullard: Regional Administrator  NOAA 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Glouster, Mass 01930 
 
Dear Mr. Bullard, 
 
At the March 11, 2016 meeting of the Cape Cod Selectman and Councilors Association, 
representatives from the Town of Nantucket presented the following statement and asked 
the Association endorse the petition of its member town. This issue had been presented to 
the association previously and it’s details and impacts extensively explained. A motion to 
endorse the petition was made by the representative from Harwich and Seconded by the 
representative from Eastham. A vote was taken and it passed unanimously.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
For the Association: 
Edward McManus, Clerk 
 
C.C. 
 
Michael Pentony, NOAA 
Richard Robbins, Mid Atlantic FMC 
Christopher Moore, Mid Atlantic FMC 
Terry Stockwell, New England FMC 
Thomas Nies, New England FMC 
Governor Charlie Baker 
David Pierce, Mass Div. of Marine Fisheries 
George Peterson, Commissioner of Fish and Game 
Mathew Beaton, Mass Sect, of Energy and Environment 
Rep. Tim Madden 
Rep. Sarah Peake 
Congressman Bill Keating 
Congressman Joe Kennedy 
Senator Elizabeth Warren 
Senator Ed Markey 

Barnstable – Bourne – Brewster – Chatham – Dennis - Eastham – Edgartown – Falmouth – Harwich 
Mashpee - Nantucket - Orleans – Provinvetown – Sandwich – Truro – Wellfleet - Yarmouth 



 
The following municipalities, organizations, and concerned 
citizens interested in protecting the near shore natural resources of 
Cape Cod & the Islands are petitioning NOAA, New England 
Fisheries Management Council, Mid-Atlantic Fisheries 
Management Council and Massachusetts Division of Marine 
Fisheries (DMF) to extend the existing near coastal protection zone. 
The zone currently begins at Provincetown, extending north to the 
Hague Line (Herring Management Area 1A). We propose the 
inclusion of the 12-mile territorial waters along the coast east of 
Provincetown, along the outside of the Cape, around Nantucket, 
and south of Martha Vineyard to the Western Massachusetts line. 
Our proposal is not novel, but reflects the original plans for the 
coastal protection zone as drafted in 1999. 
 
This closure would be a gear-based restriction of no less then 6.5” 
mesh in any mobile gear, bay scallop dredges, purse seining and 
the historic state waters squid fishery, which is open from April 
23-June 9 would be exempt. This zone is historically known as the 
main migratory route of whales, predator fish, birds, and forage 
fish such as squid and herring. Forage fish are perhaps most 
important, as they critically support the rich marine ecosystem and 
fish habitat that exists along this route. 
 
The intent of creating the 12-mile territorial boundary along the 
coast, and the intention of the 1977 Magnuson Stevens Act, was to 
protect our marine ecosystems, habitat, and fisheries from foreign 
fishing fleets indiscriminately harvesting with destructive gear 
types. Yet, today, the state and federal government allows large 
trawlers to use small mesh gear close to shore. Small mesh gear, 
used by mid-water pair trawlers and otter trawlers, often engages 
and disrupts the sea floor, causing indiscriminate killing, 
significant bycatch, and destruction of our natural resources at a 
massive scale. Industrial-size fishing boats and small mesh gear 
have the potential to enact irreversible damage and wreak havoc on 



our near coastal natural resources. 
 
Due to the steady decline and, in some cases, collapse of New 
England ground fisheries, many fishermen have changed 
occupations, recognizing that if policies don't change immediately, 
if ecosystems and forage fish are not protected, fisheries will 
collapse. At this point in time the biomass of local fish stocks can 
no longer handle the shifting pressures and indiscriminate 
harvesting that at one point in time 
seemed acceptable & sustainable. In our quest to become 
responsible stewards of the oceans and natural resources, 
stakeholders and regulators should no longer turn a blind eye. We 
support and applaud the shift of fisheries management policies 
from a single species management approach to an Eco-Based 
Fisheries Management (EBFM) approach. We believe the EBFM 
method will help improve our present course, and that this change 
will ultimately contribute to a sustainable near-coastal marine 
ecosystem and fishery for current and future generations. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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12/5/2017 

Captain Robert Dutra 
F/V Richard Arnold 
6 Meredith Way, Harwich MA 02645 

Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Committee 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
 

Dear Chairman and Committee,   

As the owner and operator of a Commercial Squid fishing vessel, I urge you to reject the 

proposed buffer zones South of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard.  These waters are crucial to 

the survival and sustainability of the region’s fishing industry including my business.  These 

historic grounds have proven to be highly productive year after year.  As a relatively small vessel, 

these waters are especially crucial to me and the crew I support.  Further, there is no scientific 

evidence to show any negative impacts commercial fishing has had on this area.   

Respectfully, 

Captain Robert Dutra 

 

F/V Richard Arnold 

 



Mid Atlantic Fisheries Council,

My name is Corey Gammill and I own and operate a charter fleet based on Nantucket 
Island.  I own 3 boats that operate 400+ charter trips a year.  I also own a tackle shop on island.  
I employ multiple people and I personally have fished the waters around Nantucket/Cape/
Vineyard for the last 20 years.  My log books show the direct impact that the squid fishermen 
are having on our inshore fishery. Due to strong Striped Bass management, our Striped Bass 
numbers have showed a nice recovery in the past five years specifically due to the 2011 year 
class as well as the upcoming 2014/15 year classes.  We now have Striped Bass back in our 
waters.  The issue is that the fish do not feed actively unless there is bait in the waters.  The 
reason that the Bass spend the summer around Nantucket is the large sand structures (rips) 
provide ample foraging opportunities.  It is known that squid are the perfect food source for 
Stripers and that Bass will sit on rips waiting for squid to come through.  In summers like this 
past one (2017) we had exceptional bass fishing around the island until the squid trawlers 
moved in South of the island and shut off the bait flow and literally within days, the fished 
stopped feeding as their food source was taken from the waters.  My log books clearly show a 
fall off in catch rates that directly align with when the fleet showed up south of Nantucket and 
the Vineyard.  If you compare this to 2016 when the fleet was south of Nantucket heavily in 
June and moved on in early July, my catch rates were very low in June and within a day of 
those boats moving on, my catch rates sky rocketed and I caught Bass all summer long. There 
is a direct correlation. 

The bait taken from our waters by the commercial squid fishermen directly affect what 
we catch inshore because the lack of bait keep these fish from feeding.  As has been 
documented by the heat maps, the squid trawlers have a history of catching squid all over the 
Mid-Atlantic and offshore.  It is not until just recently that they have heavily targeted the waters 
South of Nantucket.  All Nantucket charter fishermen and many recreational fishermen have log  
books documenting the affect the squid fishermen have on our catch rates of fish.  When bait is 
taken out of our fishery, our catch rates plummet. History tells us that the squid fishermen can 
catch long fin squid elsewhere during trimester 2.  The ease of access to Nantucket/Vineyard 
waters and the concentration of Squid due to it being a reproduction grounds simply makes it 
easier for Commercial Fishermen, but creating the buffer zone does not take away their 
opportunity to make money.  The closure of that area will benefit the Cape and Islands fishing by 
adding more forage into our system and the entire recreational and commercial fin fish fishery 
would benefit. I firmly believe that the Trawl Boats targeting long-fin are good enough fishermen 
to catch their quota if pushed 12 miles off during semester 2. 

The obvious last point to bring up is the heavy by-catch. It’s unacceptable that for every 
2 pounds of longfin squid landed, 1 pound of other species is discarded dead. Millions of 
pounds of ecologically and economically important predators like summer flounder, striped bass, 
black sea bass, and bluefish are lost every year as by-catch. I do not have the data in front of 
me, but my guess is that when the longfin Commercial Fishery was targeting squid offshore the 
by-catch was way less than it is when targeting the squid inshore.  I would suggest looking to 
see if there is a correlation in the data of dead by-catch based on distance fishing from shore.  
My guess is that the closer the commercial trawlers are to land, the higher the by-catch, which is 
another reason to push the trawlers off, especially during the highly migratory trimester 2.

Specifically I would like the council to continue to consider, and eventually implement Option 3 
preventing squid possession by federally-permitted MSB vessels with net gear onboard (unless 



appropriately stowed) from June 9 to August 31 from the state water 3 nautical mile state line to 
the 12 nautical mile territorial waters boundary .

I appreciate your time to carefully look at this issue,

Corey Gammill



Name: Tobias Glidden  

Email Address: integrity11@gmail.com  

Topic: Squid Buffer Zone Framework  

Comments: To whom it may concern, 
 
My name is Tobias Glidden I’m the president of Glidden’s Island Seafood a small family run fish market 
on Nantucket providing fish for the island since 1898. I’m also the former chair of the Nantucket County 
Commission.  
Why I support a 12 Mile Small Mesh Mobile Gear Buffer around Nantucket Island. Having a family fish 
market for five generations teaches you a few things about the economics and ecology in 
Massachusetts. First off the market has gone from selling 100% locally caught seafood to roughly 80% 
imports both domestic and foreign. This trend to is one of the great losses to our community and 
economy, simply we are not sharing as many dollars and have lost much over the past several years. The 
council can review all of our reports as a ish market and see a clear trend.  
A 12 Mile Small Mesh Mobile Gear Buffer has unanimous support recently affirmed at Nantucket’s 
Annual town meeting. The Cape Cod and the Islands Selectman’s and Counselors association has 
Unanimously endorsed this proposal to create a 12-mile Small Mesh Mobile Gear Closure around the 
Cape Cod and the Islands. What this buffer do It would protect crucial spawning habitat for spawning 
Squid and many other forage fish. Protect Eel grass that is a key species in providing habitat for whole of 
ecosystem. Reduces the interaction with marine mammals, specifically right whale that are currently 
endangered. Allows River Hearing a chance to get into rivers to spawn. This buffer stops unprecedented 
levels of by catch currently at 57 pounds per 100 pound of squid caught. In short this action is good for 
the maritime economy, environment and the future of sustainable fisheries. Furthermore, South Africa 
has and all Jig squid fishery, spawning closures and decades of science to support its sustainable fishery 
why are our standards less? 
This buffer allows for the Island to continue to be a place we all member of society can enjoy fishing. 
The marine habitat is a treasure that is owned by the citizens of Massachusetts and the exploitation of 
this resource. Sighting meeting briefing materials for December 12th. 
 
2017 in Zone 1 & 2 - 475,537 lbs of Striped Bass were discarded. 
2016 in Zone 1 & 2 - 123,237 lbs of Squid Mops were taken. 
This is simply un-expectable.  
 
This area is designated as essential fish habitat for Squid Mops (eggs), Habitat of particular concern for 
juvenile Codfish, Spawning Sea Herring, Monitoring avoidance area for River Herring, and also as part of 
the Cape and Islands Marine sanctuary. This is a partisan issue a 12 Mile Small Mesh Mobile Gear Buffer 
is good for the economy, environment and our fishing heritage. I hope Glidden’s Seafood can continue 
to be in business for the next 100 years. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Tobias Glidden  
President of Glidden Seafood Established 1898 
508-901-1785 
integrity11@gmail.com  

mailto:integrity11@gmail.com
mailto:integrity11@gmail.com
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Roger	T.	Hanlon	
Senior	Scientist	

	

6 June 2017 
 
Jason Didden and colleagues 
Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council 
 
Re: Squid eggs and impact of trawling 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
There is recent discussion about the hardiness of squid egg capsules and how much disruption they can 
withstand and still hatch normally. My comments below are based on extensive experience culturing loliginid 
squids from eggs, and from equally extensive experience conducting quantitative SCUBA and ROV studies 
on benthic squid eggs and reproductive behavior of adults in many parts of the world (involving 8 species of 
Doryteuthis and Loligo).  
 
The fundamental issue is that female Doryteuthis pealeii insert each egg capsule into the sandy substrate and a 
glue congeals and attaches the capsule to sand and adjacent egg cases for the duration of development until 
hatching. This ensures a stable benthic environment for development. We know from many experiments in 
the lab that the physical disruption of egg mops that are in late stages of development (i.e. within 3-4 days of 

hatching) causes premature hatching, which is fatal to all of the hatchlings because their 
gut does not form normally until the external yolk sac is fully absorbed (see image). 
Even sudden exposure to bright light will trigger premature hatching. Trawling of eggs 
in the wild will certainly cause the same effect on later stage eggs. The effects on earlier 
stages of eggs being so physically disrupted by trawling (i.e. forcefully jerked out of the 
sand, compressed in cod end of trawl, dumped on deck, exposed suddenly to bright light, 
thrown overboard, water impact upon landing, slowly sinking to the bottom, then 
bouncing along the bottom with any currents for remainder of development) have not 
been studied. Such rough treatment of eggs is likely to have (probably extreme) negative 
effects on development and hatching. This system of egg deposition and gluing to the 
substrate for development has evolved over eons and is universal among loliginid squids. 
 

Trawling on spawning grounds also disrupts the complex mating system of the adults and will interfere with 
mate choice and thus gene flow in the system. Given that squids are annual species (i.e. short life cycle), it 
would be sensible to take steps to enable squids to lay enough eggs and ensure stable conditions for 
development to provide for next year’s squid biomass. Records show that large numbers of egg mops were 
trawled last year in the contested area near Nantucket, and consideration of the biological information given 
above should be taken into account if sustainable fishing practices are to be established and followed.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Roger T. Hanlon, Ph.D. 
Senior Scientist, Bell Center at MBL 
Professor (MBL), Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Brown University 

	



Name: john haran  

Email Address: sector13@comcast.net  

Topic: Squid Buffer Zone Framework  

Comments: Squid fishermen are barely making a living this season fishing for squid off the islands, so 
why are they doing it? Because our own Government has taken away their opportunity to fish for 
groundfish. Historically they would be fishing for groundfish now, but because of Governmental cuts in 
quota (90 % for some species since 2010) they are left with no choice. In 2010 FV Heritage had 13,000 
lbs of GBW Cod, now it has 1,300 lbs. 
The leasing maket offers no relief. Leased cod can cost $3.00 a lb and that is for live weight. Live weight 
is converted to landed weight at a reduction of approximately 15%, so that lb of fish is actually $3.45 a 
lb.The boat sometimes receives $1.70-$1.90 a lb; this new math does not work. The squid fishermen 
have not overfished the species; they are just experiencing the normal cycle of squid. Commercial 
fishermen are good stewards of the ocean. This area is vital to boats from the Carolina's to 
Massachusetts. Commercial fishermen need this area and fishery to survive.  

 

mailto:sector13@comcast.net


Mr. Peter Hughes, Chair        November 29, 2017 
Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Committee 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
800 North State Street, Suite 200 
Dover, DE 19901 
 
 
Dear Chairman Hughes, Committee and Council Members, 
 

We are writing to ask that the Committee reject further development or consideration of the 
Squid Buffer Zone Framework.  This area has been a productive summer squid fishing ground for 
decades.  

The Squid Amendment reduced the longfin squid incidental limit to 250 pounds per trip; a 90% 
reduction from the 2500 pound limit currently in place.  This change will eliminate the potential for 
excessive fishing effort during Trimester 2.  

 During the discussion on final action on the Squid Amendment, in June, the Council heard scientific 
testimony on the continuous spawning of longfin squid throughout its short life cycle and throughout 
the range of the stock’s distribution, both inshore and offshore and correctly rejected the buffer zone 
approach as not having any scientific merit. 

The implementation of any buffer zone would effectively shut down the summer squid fishery.  
This is not a simple matter of moving fishing effort.  Fishing occurs year round in areas of abundant 
resource, in space and time. Loss of access to this area would be an economic disaster for the vessels 
and ports that rely on that fishery, rendering many vessels non-viable. 

Offshore wind areas are being sited and already leased on other traditional summer squid 
fishing areas, as well as directly outside the Nantucket squid fishing grounds, and do not allow for spatial 
redistribution in the squid and other fisheries .    

We urge the Council to allow the Squid Amendment to be implemented and for a significant 
period of time to pass before taking any additional action to regulate the operation of the longfin squid 
fishery.  Limits will be placed on the Trimester 2 fishery as a result of the Amendment.  In the 10 years 
since the trimester program was developed, no more than 80% of the annual quota has been taken.   

There is no evidence that current levels of effort on the longfin squid resource are creating a 
resource problem.  The potential to shut down a fishery due to an alleged  user conflict with no 
biological evidence to support it sets a dangerous precedent,  with serious negative economic 
repercussions, which  could become a precedent to be replicated anywhere along the coast, in any 
number of other fisheries.    

Thank you for taking the time to listen to our concerns. 

 



Sincerely, 

 

Garden State Seafood Association 

Long Island Commercial Fishing Association 

Rhode Island Fisherman’s Alliance 

North Carolina Fisheries Association 

The Southern New England Fisherman’s and Lobsterman’s Association 

Seafreeze Ltd. 

The Town Dock 

Lund’s Fisheries, Inc.  

Bergies Seafood 

L. D. Amory Co. Inc.  

Atlantic Coast Seafood Inc.  

Sea Fresh USA, Inc. 

Samuels & Son Seafood Co Inc  

Cape Quality Seafood 

Gambardella Wholesale Fish 



Dr. Chris Moore, Executive Director 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
800 North State Street, Suite 201 
Dover, DE 19901 
 
Dear Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council members and staff: 
 
We write to suggest the following: 

1) Please approve all alternatives for further analysis.     
2) Specifically we would like the council to continue to consider, and eventually implement 

Option 3 preventing squid possession by federally-permitted MSB vessels with net gear 
onboard (unless appropriately stowed) from June 9 to August 31 from the state water 3 
nautical mile state line to the 12 nautical mile territorial waters boundary . 

 
I’m concerned about escalating squid fishing taking place directly south of Martha’s Vineyard and 
Nantucket.  It’s unacceptable that for every 2 pounds of longfin squid landed, 1 pound of other species is 
discarded dead. Millions of pounds of ecologically and economically important predators like summer 
flounder, striped bass, black sea bass, and bluefish are lost every year as bycatch. This impacts 
recreational fishing in Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard.  I have experience the impacts of this first 
hand.  I have operated a charter fishing service out of Nantucket since 1973. We run four boats, employ 
10 people and do about 500 trips a year.  The quality of our fishing and, consequently, the success of our 
business depends on a healthy ecosystem.  We need the forage species to support the large predatory 
fish.  We used to have plentiful squid in our waters and consequently, great fishing for my business. 
Over the past several years with the squid boats have taking much of the squid out of the water. Our 
fishing has had a very noticeable decline. With much less food in the water, we are seeing a lot less 
Striped Bass, Bluefish, Tuna and Black Seas Bass. Along with really hurting our business, harvesting Squid 
while they reproduce has to be detrimental to a species. 
 
Furthermore, this is one of the major spawning areas for longfin squid in the region.  Squid are prey for 
countless predator species in this area.  A healthy squid population supports diverse and abundant 
predator populations, a healthy marine ecosystem, a robust fishing economy, and sustainable U.S. 
seafood.  There is no scientific certainty about the size of the longfin squid population. A cautious 
approach to management is essential to its future. 
 
Please approve all alternatives for further analysis.  This ecologically rich area is in great need of 
protections.  Time-area management south of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket will continue to allow 
the squid fishery to take their entire quota, both annually and in Trimester 2, without causing negative 
impacts to the squid population, and the predators that depend on them. A spawning closure will limit 
catch of pre-spawned squid, damage and bycatch of squid mops, and bycatch of predator species.  
Protecting the health of the Nantucket Shelf ecosystem will also protect the vibrant coastal economy 
and the communities and businesses that depend on a healthy local marine ecosystem.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Capt Tom Mleczko 
 
508-246-0648 









Dr.Christopher Moore        November 29, 2017 

Executive Director                  

800 North Street                

Suite 201               

Dover DE, 19901 

 

Dear Dr. Moore, 

I would like to express my concerns about the “Nantucket/Martha’s Vineyard Squid Buffer Zone”. 

Major changes were added to the Longfin Squid fishery but before the effect of these additional 

restrictions takes place, a privileged group on Nantucket wants more restrictions to make them feel 

better than other people. 

I have fished this area since 1980 as a captain and owner operator for many species and there have 

been boats fishing this area long before me.  I find it odd that the charter boat people complaining 

about us are also putting out on their website how unbelievably good Striped Bass fishing is and has 

been. Also why does the Coast Guard and Massachusetts’s Division of Marine Fisheries go right by all the 

recreational fishermen that are fishing on Striped Bass in the EEZ and only check the squid boats for 

non-compliance, seems odd that they know that we are catching squid, but the illegal recreational 

Striped bass  fishing they turn a blind eye too.  

I find it ironic that people that part time fish with zero oversight and pretty much zero consequence for 

illegal fishing want to put people out of business.  31 percent of all GARFO violations were tuna 

violations from Massachusetts (August OLE report). These are quasi recreational/commercial that want 

to play both sides with zero accountability.  This buffer zone is nothing but a power grab for elitists! 

Thank you for reading my comments. 

F/V Illusion 

Mark S Phillips                                              

210 Atlantic Ave                    

Greenport, NY 11944 







Dr. Moore, 
  
Attached are letters from myself and my father, Joe Rose, captain/owner of the F/V Susan Rose regarding the 
Nantucket/Martha’s Vineyard Squid Buffer Framework Action.  Thank you for your time and consideration the this 
most important matter.  
  
Best Regards, Lisa Rose Nelson 

 

 

Dr. Christopher Moore 

Executive Director 

800 North Street 

Suite 201 

Dover, DE 19901 

 

 

Dr. Moore, 

 

I am writing this letter to express my concerns regarding the “Nantucket/Martha's Vineyard 

Squid Buffer Framework Action”.   

 

My name is Lisa Rose Nelson and I am the daughter of Joe Rose who is the owner/captain of the F/V 

Susan Rose.  My father has been fishing the waters off of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard for 50 plus 

years.  His career, or lack-there-of which seems a more appropriate reference these days, began at the 

early age of 15 when he quit school to work on the water with his father, Capt. Clarence Rose.  My 

grandfather has been gone for nearly 35 years and would be devastated and the current state of the 

industry.  I miss him but am glad he is not here to witness such things as we are currently addressing. 

 

Fishing is my heritage.  As a child, my mother, brother and I spent our summers together on my fathers 

boat.  It was the only way we could all be together and that was fine with me.  While other little girls 

were playing with dolls, I was on the deck of a trawler, knee deep in fish scales and slime but I 

wouldn’t take anything in the world for it. This job is not glamorous.  It's not for everyone, if fact, it's 

not for most.  They work in sweltering heat and frigid cold temperatures.  When the weather is bad, 

work doesn’t close and trips aren’t rescheduled. Unlike farmers, commercial fishermen aren’t regularly 

provided with government subsidies to supplement lost income.  They are forced to work in conditions 

that shouldn’t be allowed by law. In November of 2009, my fathers brother, Kenneth Rose, Sr, nephew, 

Kenneth Rose, Jr and 1 other crew member, Larry Forrest, perished at sea just off of Cape May, NJ.  

They were trying to earn a living and “run a business”, much like some of the people of the special 

interest group of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard, and much like my father and the rest of the squid 

fleet.  They are not there to be an eyesore, or to ruin anyone’s stargazing; they are just here to work and 

earn a living, which in its current state is almost impossible to do.  It's time for the commercial 

fishermen to granted a long overdue break. 

 

Dr. Moore, I am incredibly grateful to you and the council for affording me your time and considering  

my plea on this most important issue. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Lisa Rose Nelson 

 



Dr. Christopher Moore 

Executive Director 

800 North Street 

Suite 201 

Dover, DE 19901 

 

Dr. Moore and Mid-Atlantic Council, 

 

My name is Joe Rose and I am the owner/captain of the F/V Susan Rose.  I have fished the waters off 

of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard for over 50 years.  Each year I return to this same area to a fishery 

that is just as healthy and thriving as the last.   Commercial fishermen have spent the last few decades 

trying to survive in this industry.  We have taken one hit after another, with quotas, closures and 

restrictions. There is no way some of us could survive if this were to go into effect.  I, like some of the 

members of the special interest group stated, am trying to run a business as well.  I have bills to pay 

and mouths to feed and frankly take insult to these absurd accusations and suggestions.  I ask that the 

council please exercise good judgment by not taking this incredibly vital fishery from a fleet that is 

always severely wounded.  We are all just trying to make a living.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Capt. Joe Rose 



From: MARYELLEN KRZYZEWSKI [mailto:krzyz6@msn.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 7, 2017 12:19 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Squid Buffer Zone 
 

Members of the Mid Atlantic Fisheries Council, 

 

I am writing to oppose any buffer zone south of Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket.  I have 
fished for squid on these grounds for years.  Losing access to this area would create a 
substantial loss in revenue.  Effort has already been reduced by the Squid Amendment.  Please 
reject the proposed squid buffer zone. 

 

Peter M. Krzyzewski 

FV Underwing  

 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
From: michael decker [mailto:bmbdecker@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 8:43 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: squid buffer zone 
 
#1 This area has been fished for a long time and historic fishing area for squid. 
#2 In the '80s striped bass were almost gone and came back without a squid buffer zone. In the 1920's 
bass were not around haul seiners caught very few fish each year. they came back and now they might 
one day again not be plentiful maybe 2 years maybe 20 years from now. you can't stop natural cycles. 
#3 So i hear the people who live on the beach don't want to see the boats lights at night.  sand was 
never meant to be built on they don't belong there. sand shifts and should be aloud to do so not blocked 
or put back at the expense of tax payers. so as far as those people are concerned maybe they should 
move their houses off the beach or a BUFFER ZONE a mile back. we already have one. 3 MILES! good 
enough beside you can't bass fish outside three miles and i can't squid inside three! sounds like we have 
a fair deal the way the law stands. 
                                                                                                                                                                       thank you 
michael decker   
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From: SUSAN BERGLIN [mailto:sberglin@optonline.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 10:18 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: squid fisheries south of Martha's vineyard 
 
Mr. Moore, 
My name is John Berglin, the owner/operator of the F/V Mary Elizabeth my business is dependent on 
the squid fisheries south of Martha's vineyard and Nantucket.  I have fished that area for many years 
and now with my son.    I oppose any buffer zone that would have a great impact on the livelihood of 
our already struggling industry. 
John Berglin 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
From: Eric Lundvall [mailto:ericlarslundvall@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 11:04 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: squid buffer zone comments 
                                                                                                December 6, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Moore and Council members, 
 
My name is Eric Lundvall I am the owner of the fishing vessel Estrela Domar , Point Judith, Rhode 
Island.  I have fished commercially ,full time for the past 35 years. 
 
I vehemently object to any type of buffer zone that would prohibit access to the historic squid fishing 
grounds to the south of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket. 
 
The impact of this proposed framework driven by a few select user groups would certainly eliminate the 
last profitable fishery that my vessel and crew could participate in. 
 
The impact would have a severe effect on all of the shore side infrastructure in Pt. Judith and  many 
other ports. 
Of course not being an attorney but trying to read and understand the Magnuson-Stevens Act, I wonder 
how this could be considered under National Standard 4 and 8 ?   
 
I  hope that this considered frame work is put to rest permanently. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Eric Lundvall 
F/V Estrela Domar 
Point Judith, Rhode Island 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Chuck Etzel [mailto:chucketzel@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 7, 2017 4:48 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Squid Buffer zone  
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I strongly disagree with creating a squid Buffer zone . It is not appropriate for the council to impose any 
further closed areas or cuts . The mid atlantic council and NMFS are on a path to completely destroy our 
access to fisheries.  
 
    Sincerely, Charles Etzel    
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 

From: tsawyer9849@aol.com [mailto:tsawyer9849@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 7, 2017 3:15 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org>; Almeida, Katie <kalmeida@towndock.com> 
Subject: 
i would like to comment on the proposed buffer zones off Martha's vineyard and Nantucket. While I 
appreciate the need for conservation measures, I feel this one is way off base. party and recreational 
fishing should be looking at a host of other factors for their concerns. first take a look at the explosion of 
private and party boat players .Along with recreational permit holders they are not regulated no where 
near the extent commercial fishing permit holders are. Maybe we need a few years observer coverage to 
see what catch and discards are in their fishery(.ie weigh stations etc.) Also the seal populations are at 
historic levels should that not also be a consideration? if mass what to help the mass permit holders let 
them first start with state waters. No one would argue that commercial permit holders account for some 
by catch discard , but years of observer coverage make their claims over the top. We have recently had a 
historic run of Loligo squid in the area being discussed. They claimed squid stocks were depleted ,eggs 
were disrupted for years.. Now its bluefish and strippers. Like us maybe they need to go look other places 
at times to catch fish. .In conclusion I do not see a reason to change any fisheries rules at this time.no to 
buffer zones of any kind. thanks Troy Sawyer captain f/v Debbie sue 

 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Loosing the squid grounds south of Nantucket and the Vinyard, represents a loss of much 
needed working class income to Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Enough sacrifice has 
been made by the fishermen in the name of conservation and the environment. Enough 
already. Russell Sherman, skipper of the F/V Lady Jane 
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From: Aaron williams <tradfisheries@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 8:38 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher 
Subject: Squid buffer zone  
  
I am a 3rd generation fisherman from Point Judith, RI.  I captain one boat for my dad and my brother captains the 
other. We have a family business that wants a future. I fish the coastal waters from New Jersey to Nantucket. We 
follow squid, and various other species. Squid being a large part of our landings/income. With my boat we fish 
Nantucket sound when it opens and then when the squid show. Some years are good some years aren't. We follow 
the fish throughout the sound and then the fish move out to the south side of island and we work back there 
outside 3nm after the sound closes.  We follow squid from when they first show inshore all the way offshore 
This closure from 3nm out to 12nm will absolutely decimate our local ports from CT to Mass.  The squid season 
south of Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket can be a very short season but it can also be a very very large part of 
our yearly income. I have within the last 2 years married my wife and we welcomed our first child 5 months ago. I 
want nothing more than my wife to raise our child.  This closure would send my wife back to work and our child to 
daycare and put my family in dire straights, our family business for almost 100 years would be out the window. We 
have already lost so much in years past and have been shut out of other fisheries, this would do the fleet in. The 
individuals on Nantucket pushing this closure have zero invested interest in the squid fishery, Myself and my fellow 
fisherman do and want a future in fishing. I want my son to have a future and I want to provide for my family and 
for my families business. Thank you. Aaron Williams (F/V Tradition) 
Sent from my iPhone 

 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
From: Pama Kacsur <Texlady1958@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 7:20 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher 
Subject: FISH USA  
  
I will only be buying and eating fish caught in the U.S.A. What I consume into my body is of 
great concern . I will be speaking to all the fish/eaters and lovers I know to request the same . 
Please no foreign sources for something so important to us and our lives..                           
                                                                                        
 
                                                                          Thank you for your attention in this matter  
                                                      
                                                                                  Sincerely Pam Kacsur  
   
                                                                                          Texas ! 
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From: Chelsea Fuchs <celizfuchs@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 8:07 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher 
Subject: Squid Buffer Zone  
  
Hello Mr. Moore, 
 
My name is Chelsea Williams. My husband is a fourth generation fisherman. He currently captains the F/V 
Tradition and fishes out of Rhode Island and Connecticut. We were just recently married short of two years ago 
and had our first child this past July. Our son will be five months old tomorrow.  
 
Since the fishing industry is so demanding on my husband, I have been staying home with our son. Until recently, 
we were okay with having a one income household. Once we heard of the potential closing of the area south of 
Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket, we decided we couldn’t take any risks. We are now looking at the cost of 
putting our baby into daycare and for me to go back to full time work. In our eyes, our son deserves the world and 
we cannot plan a future if my husband cannot fish one of the two places he makes most of his salary. This closure 
is taking away 50% of his yearly income if it is moved forward with.  
 
This is not only of great importance to the squid fleets but this is important to our family. The future we planned is 
now being taken out from under us. I think you need to look at the potential harm to families on either side of this 
fence. Who hurts more? Though the squid vary from year to year, that specific area is known to be one of the most 
productive fishing grounds for squid on the east coast, we simply cannot afford to lose access to this area. These 
historic grounds are extremely important to us and because of this I am opposed to any buffer zone that closes this 
area off any fishing. 
 
 I’m not a fisherman or someone who claims to know what is scientifically correct. Although, I do try my hardest to 
know what is morally correct and I wouldn’t be writing you if I didn’t think you would benefit from hearing my 
view. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my position.  
 
Regards, 
Chelsea Williams 
 
 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 

Mr Didden,  
 My name is Dan Malone, I am the owner and captain of the F/V Susan C out of Stonington, CT. I am 
strongly opposed to the implementation of any type of buffer zone. I feel that it's just one more nail in 
the coffin for the New England fishing fleet. Such a buffer zone will likely only condense the fleet into 
even smaller areas. Please take this into consideration. Thank you.  
Dan Malone  
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From: James Durda <southcountysoftwash@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 6:24 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher 
Subject: 12 mile exclusion zone Nantucket  
  
 To whom it may concern 
    I am a retired fisherman and fished off Nantucket on and off thru the years and it is a great 
area to fish for all involved whether commercial or recreational fishing it should be open to all 
who have the ability to access and have proper permits. To exclude commercial fishermen from 
fishing within 12 miles and allowing recreational fishing to take place is just wrong. Commercial 
fishermen practice the best conservation because they want to be able to make a living just as 
the fishermen before them have and for them to be excluded from an area to let "recreational" 
fishermen in and I might add that those recreational guy's are making money be it from fish or 
taking people out to fish they are getting something out of it and there are many that are using 
the recreational term loosely and profiting immensely from it.  
Thank you for your time 
Jim Durda 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
From: pckutah7@aol.com <pckutah7@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 6:02 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher 
Subject: Squid buffer zone  
 Dear Mr. Moore: 

I have fished 35 years, 17 as captain, including 12 summers inside Nantucket sound. I own a 70 
foot trawler in Rhode Island. 
   During the season this came to light, there was an extordinaru amount of squid off Nantucket. 
It was a slow year for stripers,  which also didn't show up off Rhode island.  I understand Mr. 
Kaizer's frustration watching us fish while he wasn't catching anything,  but the fishing is 
cyclical. In 2017, Massachusetts again exceeded their striped bass quota,  while the squid were 
scarce. But we know as commercial fishermen that they will return when the conditions are 
favorable. There isn't anyone to blame, it's fine. Taking this resource away from an industry 
already on the ropes would be a travesty. I've personally fished here my entire life, and some 
years the quota is reached, sometimes it isn't. Our nets our more selective and our knowledge 
of squid migration is better than ever. I have personally witnessed Mr. Kaizer try to explain 
what it is we do, and clearly he does not. Blaming his inability to catch a striped bass on the 
squid industry after yet another quota-exceeding year for these same fish is ridiculous.  
     I hope that MAFMC sees this attempt to hoard the ocean for a few wealthy charter boats, at 
the expense of thousands of hard working people, for exactly that. Please don't destroy one of 
our last fisheries for this groundless, greedy buffer zone. 
     Thank you, see you at the meeting.   Patrick c knapp  
                  F/V Conor and Michael 
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Dear Mr. Moore, 
 
My name is Vincent Carillo and I am the owner/operator of fishing vessel Kahuna located in Montauk, 
NY. I have owned and operated my fishing vessel and company since 1985. Throughout the many years 
of dragging a great deal of my revenue has been generated by the squid fishery which has been caught 
directly off the coast of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard. 
 
We have already lost 90% of our ground fish quota and 40% of of our fluke quota and we cannot afford 
to lose access to the squid that are in this proposed area. This area is of great importance to us and the 
squid fishing fleet. We are in strong opposition of any federal waters squid buffer zone that closes this 
area off, as it is known to be one of the most productive squid fishing grounds on the east coast. The 
ban will have a huge impact on my business and my family's economic well being. 
 
Sincerely, 
Vincent Carillo 
F/V Kahuna 
Montauk, NY 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Hello, 
My name is John Windels. I am the owner/operator of F/V Mary Rose out of Shinnecock,  NY.  I have 
been bottom trawling for squid for over 35 years and I am 100% opposed to the proposed 12 mile buffer 
zone in federal waters near Nantucket and Marthas Vineyard,  or anywhere in federal waters . The 
proposed area is a historically productive area for the long fin squid fishery to myself and many other 
fisherman. The squid fishery has allways been very important to my business and has become even 
more important now due to the crippling regulations we have had forced upon us in the grounfish and 
fluke fisheries. This "buffer zone" is not a buffer, it will be the end of squid fishing in that erea. Please 
don't take away our rights to earn a living 
 
Sincerely 
John Windels  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

From: Ron Borjeson [mailto:borjesonron@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 11:55 AM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Buffer zone nantucket squid 
 
I urge the council not to consider any buffer zone on new regulations in regards to the small mesh 
fisheries around the Cape and Islands. This movement was pushed by in NGO's environmentalist and 
special interest groups without any scientific data! The remaining commercial harvesters cannot sustain 
themselves with more unnecessary regulations Thank you captain Ronald Borjeson Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Stephen Welch [mailto:welchstephen@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 10:40 AM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Nantucket buffer zone 
 

Hi Dr. Moore, 
 
I am a commercial fisherman from Hyannis Ma. I own and operate a 45 foot trawler and have 
been fishing the waters around Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard since 1982. I am opposed to 
the proposed squid buffer zone for the following reasons: 
 
The rational is there are no striped bass or blue fish around Nantucket because of the lack of 
squid is wrong. Large schools of striped bass over the past few years have been chasing 
menhaden off of Cape Cod and Massachusetts Bay, not squid off Nantucket,  bass are around 
Nantucket but in FEDERAL waters where the charter fishermen cannot fish for them due to 
regulations. 
 
The Mass. Division of Marine Fisheries has squid opening and closing dates as well as area 
closures in Nantucket Sound. The Mass. DMF monitors the squid size during the season and 
shuts down the fishery early( most years) when the squid size becomes too small. The Mass 
DMF dose an excellent job monitoring its state water fisheries. 
 
The squid fishery in Mass. State waters is a clean fishery. 
 
I am a small owner operator who has given up a tremendous amount of fishing opportunity 
over the past decade in the name of conservation. I am now at the tipping point of having a 
barley viable fishing business. I cannot give up any more fishing privileges to a group of people 
who really do not have a concise and scientific justification for a closure, I understand their 
concern and sympathize with them.  We have to understand that the ocean is very dynamic and 
is a constantly changing environment. 
 
Finally, I have a small boat that is old, traveling further offshore to catch squid will become a 
serious safety issue for me and my crew. Sometimes poor management decisions force 
fishermen to take chances that they should not. 
 
Thank You, 
Stephen Welch 
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Dear Mr.Chris Moore, 
    I have been a commercial fisherman for over a decade, on and off. I am a mate whom works out of 
Montauk, NY on the Caitlin and Myriad, The Evening Prayer and Rianda S (fill in on other Montauk 
vessels as well).  My family, including 3 children, relies on income from commercial fishing. I am highly 
opposed to any federal waters squid buffer zone. The financial impact from these possible actions would 
be detrimental to our families’ survival. On average, squid fishing is approximately 1/4-1/2 of our yearly 
income. It has become very difficult to maintain adequate living wages due to the limits that have been 
placed on commercial fisheries. If a federal waters squid buffer zone was established, it will almost 
certainly become impossible to care for my family financially as my wages could be cut in half or more. 
The area south of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket is of great importance to the squid fleet.  Though 
the squid vary from year to year, that specific area is known to be one of the most productive fishing 
grounds for squid on the east coast, we simply cannot afford to lose access to this area. These historic 
grounds are extremely important to us and because of this I am opposed to any buffer zone that closes 
this area off any fishing..Please, do not pass a federal waters squid buffer zone, I do not know how I will 
support my family if my income is drastically reduced as a result. Thank you for your time.  
Sincerely, 
Mike Deperci 
(631)238-5518 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
From: Dave Aripotch [mailto:captainhappy@optonline.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 8:56 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Cc: Brady, Bonnie <greenfluke@optonline.net> 
Subject: Comments on the proposed squid buffer zone off Nantucket.  
 
My name is Dave Aripotch , I own the fishing vessel Caitlin & Mairead , FFL # 321025. I have been 
dragging for squid off of the Vineyard and Nantucket since 1985 with my own vessels, and before that 
on other vessels out of Montauk, NY. That area is extremely important to my buisiness. I have 5 
crewmen and myself.  We have been shut out of many other fisheries, so squid is extremely important 
to me. Some years 40 % of my income comes from squid fishing in this area. It is an extremely clean 
fishery, and it is extremely sustainable. At a squid meeting in Woods Hole 10 Otis years ago, the person 
from NMFS said seeing as loligo was annual species , it was unlikely to ever be over fished. Please do not 
close this area .  Thank You ,  Dave Aripotch 
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From: William Wasilewski President F/V William&Lauren Inc [mailto:wlfisheries@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 9:00 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: 12 mile exclusion zone off Nantucket  
 
Dear Mr Moore 
 I'm writing to you to express my opposition to the exclusion zone off Nantucket.  
 The Magnuson Stevens act requires best available science and economic impact. None of which is being 
considered in this matter.  
 Please do not stop or restrict this historical sustainable fishery.  
 Thank you. Sincerely, 
 
William Wasilewski 
Pres. F/V William&Lauren Inc 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
From: bill reed [mailto:rschreed@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 9:48 AM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Squid grounds 
 
Chris hello.   I am Bill Reed.  I wear many hats besides husband father I also provide 100 percent of my 
families income from the deep blue sea.   Since 1989 I have fished commercially and loligo squid has 
always been a major component of my income.   Please consider carefully any additional hardship and 
try to serve the American people to the fairest way.   Sometimes well actually most times I see a hooray 
for me attitude amongst user groups.   We are not asking for any change nor are we asking you to push 
the charter boats outside of 12 miles.    
Please continue to allow us to continue to harvest in our traditional grounds 
 
F/V Providence 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: bradley keene [mailto:brkeenejr@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 8:47 AM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Squid 
 
I reject the extended boundary line for the squid fishery off Mass. This is ridiculous only serving small 
interest groups, how I do not know. This would greatly impact the financial future of vessels that 
participate in the squid fishery.  
 
Capt. Bradley R. Keene Jr. 
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From: Michael Bauhs [mailto:mike@vincenzoseafood.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 9:37 AM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Squid buffer zone 
 
Chris, 
 
My name is Michael Bauhs and I am a commercial fisherman based out of Shinnecock, NY. I have 
received word that you and your organization are attempting a plan that will create a 12 mile limit 
around Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket for commercial fishing. This news is highly alarming to me and 
the rest of our fleet. We have endured cut back after cutback on the quantity of fish we are allowed to 
harvest, and this proposal would likely be the nail on the coffin for many of us. That area you are 
recommending to close generates up to 80% of our income for the year! Without that we are doomed. I 
hope you take this into account at the next meeting scheduled in Maryland next week.  
 
Regards, 
Michael Bauhs 
F/V Windsong 
 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
From: daviddailey739 [mailto:daviddailey739@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 6, 2017 9:39 AM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Squid fishing 
 
 
Mr Moore, I am a crewmember, on a point Judith trawler, reliant on all areas. You're plans would 
directly impact me, boat, capt, point Judith, r.i. fishing industry support economies. These moves you 
make change lives, and having spent years of my life banging through these areas, I wonder if you'll 
listen to the voices, of those who've been here all along 
Thanks for time 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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From: Joel Hovanesian <jhovanesian1@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 8:21 PM 
Subject: Nantucket Marthas Vineyard squid buffer zone  
  
To whom it may concern,   
I am writing to oppose any squid buffer zone that is being considered for these coastal islands. 
Many small business men, both vessels and shore side facilities depend upon access to these 
areas at certain times to continue their survival in these heavily regulated times.  
The closing of these areas will create extreme hardship upon these business's including mine, 
not to mention the very dangerous precedent it would set for future regulatory actions coast 
wide. Generations of fishermen have fished these areas and loosing them would be 
devastating. This industry cannot continue to absorb these sort of regulatory hits and remain 
viable. 
 
Thank you,  
Joel Hovanesian, F/V defiant 
Pt. Judith RI 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 From: Star2017 [mailto:star2017@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 4:20 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: EXTREME Opposition to federal waters squid buffer zones off Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard 
 
Hello Chris 
 
I am writing to state that the Committee MUST reject further development or consideration of the Squid 
Buffer Zone Framework. This area south of Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket has been one of the most 
productive summer squid fishing grounds for decades. 
 
Any changes to the current status of the fishery would cripple the fleet and create a domino effect into 
other fisheries.  The implementation of any buffer zone would effectively shut down the summer squid 
fishery. This is not a simple matter of moving fishing effort. Fishing occurs year round in areas of 
abundant resource, in space and time. Loss of access to this area would be an economic disaster for the 
vessels and ports that rely on that fishery. 
 
I foresee that if this framework is implemented, there could be thousands of displaced and disgruntled 
fishermen, their families, their crews and their families, squid process workers, truck drivers, ice 
production workers, fuel sales, etc., etc., etc. roaming the streets of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard 
looking for work during the summer squid season. We know what the hardships would be.  Please 
consider them. 
 
Any change like this framework would cause severe economic hardship to those that make a living from 
this fishery, not just the displaced fishermen. 
 
Thank you for consideration of my statements. 
 
Chuck Weimar 
F/V Rianda S, Montauk NY 
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From: Nat Reeder [mailto:Nat@greyladyins.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 4:32 PM 
To: Didden, Jason <jdidden@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Squid Fishing South of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard 
 
Dear Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council: 
 
I am sending you this email to state my concern with the Longfin squid fishery south 
of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard. Why would you allow a commercial fishery to 
fish in one of the largest spawning grounds for any species of Marine life. Is it an 
attempt to decimate a species that so many other species of life depend on for 
survival??  
 
Eliminating that commercial fishery would do wonders to improving the marine 
ecosystem among the islands, I know it, you know it and so do 1,000’s of others.  
 
That would be unfair to the commercial fisherman.  
 
Why not then implement a method where both parties (the squid and commercial 
fisherman) can benefit? I have not even mentioned the discarded dead of the 
unwanted catch that is there trying to survive on the resource. 
 
STOP THE SQUID POSSESSION BY FEDERALLY PERMITTED MSB VESSELS WITH 
NET GEAR ONBOARD (UNLESS APPROPRIATELY STOWED) BETWEEN JUNE 9 
AND AUGUST 31 FROM STATE WATER 3 NAUTICAL MILE STATE LINE TO THE 
12 NAUTICAL MILE TERRITORIAL WATERS BOUNDARY 
 
By doing the above both questioned parties will survive and the benefit to the marine 
ecosystem will be tenfold. I know that, you know that and so do 1000’s of others  
 
 

    

  



 

 
 
From: Bore Head [mailto:bhfisherynation@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 2:04 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Proposed Squid Buffer Zone comment 
 
Good day. 
As a citizen that consumes seafood caught by these fishermen, and spending a lot of time reading about 
these issue's, including this "localized depletion" notion that seems to be a pet issue for anti commercial 
groups, and even some commercial fishing groups that have the Pew Charitable Trust supporting their 
herring campaign to shut down targeted fisheries they disapprove of. 
 
As a consumer that refuses to eat imported fish, I find it alarming, and discouraging to continue to watch 
fishery managers hurt the interests of consumers such as myself, shutting us out from this resource, a 
sustainable natural resource, of which these fishermen harvest and supply us with. 
 
I am absolutely opposed to any action that will harm, shut off, shut out, shut down any one of these 
fishermen because of this agenda driven issue. Enough is enough. 
Sincerely, 
 
Carol Breadmore 
Rochester, NH 
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Dr. Chris Moore, Executive Director 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
800 North State Street, Suite 201 
Dover, DE 19901 
  
Dear Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council members and staff: 
  
I am writing in favor of further analysis regarding creating a buffer zone south of Nantucket and 
Martha’s Vineyard from June 9 to August 31 from the state water 3 nautical mile state line to the 12 
nautical mile territorial waters boundary. 
  
Most documents that I have read that have been published focused on the current biomass of 
Squid.  Your latest study in 2016 suggests that the biomass is at 174% of the target number in 2016.  This 
is concerning that this data is being used to make a decision, when we saw 7000 lbs of mops discarded 
through observers in 2016 and had the squid catch drop dramatically in 2017.  Which is testimony alone 
that further analysis needs to be done.  
  
Even if we establish that the population is strong, which we expect and hope it is, we are not asking to 
limit the catch of the long fin squid, we are asking that it not be done in the essential habitat that exists 
south of Nantucket and the Vineyard. 
  
For all of the letters to suggest that we are taking away a valuable fishery is incorrect, we are just 
requesting that the board protect this region where a high density of squid are being extracted.  The 
observer data from 2017 suggests that 474,000 lbs of by-catch were discarded and only 519,000 lbs of 
squid were kept. This is a very high ratio. As can be seen by your map, this focused take directly effects 
our local fishery and the the livelihood of many. This is especially frustrating when these squid exist 
outside of this area, but this is the location which creates the least amount of effort for the industry. 
 
Anecdotally, I own two businesses that are directly related to the health of our fishery. I own a tackle 
shop and a charter business. The tackle shop employs 7 people and the charter business employs 5 
people. As our fishing continues to be altered by the current behavior of the squid fleet, so too will the 
families be of those we employ. In the past 8 years, we have already seen two other tackle shops go out 
of business. 
  
This June we had excellent fishing until around July 1st when the squid fleet started fishing locally.  In 
direct correlation, the day that the trawlers started to haul gear, our catch numbers fell dramatically and 
altered our behavior.  No longer were guys catching decent numbers of Bass off the beach and our 
fishing on the boats became close to non-existent.  We had to change our methods and location of 
fishing to areas that were not as effected by the lack of bait entering our water. 
  
A species that has historically been resistant to change has been the bluefish, but with the lack of bait in 
the last 5 years, we have seen our catch rates of these once prolific fish drop significantly.  This year, we 
had tides at Great Point and on the south side, where we couldn’t target these fish. 
  
I am asking you as someone who represents 12 families and whose living depends on our fishery to 
simply study the impact that the squid fleet has had on our local fishery.  I am NOT asking to reduce 
quotas or take away their livelihood, I’m asking for them to do it in a responsible method. Last year we 



had nights of 40+ boats off of Nantucket sitting on the 3 miles line. This was documented by Jason 
Didden. 
  
 
  
Pic of the squid fleet… 
  
  
  
  
I write to suggest the following: 

1)     Please approve all alternatives for further analysis.     
2)     Specifically we would like the council to continue to consider, and eventually implement 
Option 3 preventing squid possession by federally-permitted MSB vessels with net gear 
onboard (unless appropriately stowed) from June 9 to August 31 from the state water 3 
nautical mile state line to the 12 nautical mile territorial waters boundary . 

  
Furthermore, this is one of the major spawning areas for longfin squid in the region.  Squid are prey for 
countless predator species in this area.  A healthy squid population supports diverse and abundant 
predator populations, a healthy marine ecosystem, a robust fishing economy, and sustainable U.S. 
seafood.  There is no scientific certainty about the size of the longfin squid population. A cautious 
approach to management is essential to its future. 
  
Please approve all alternatives for further analysis.  This ecologically rich area is in great need of 
protections.  Time-area management south of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket will continue to allow 
the squid fishery to take their entire quota, both annually and in Trimester 2, without causing negative 
impacts to the squid population, and the predators that depend on them. A spawning closure will limit 
catch of pre-spawned squid, damage and bycatch of squid mops, and bycatch of predator 
species.  Protecting the health of the Nantucket Shelf ecosystem will also protect the vibrant coastal 
economy and the communities and businesses that depend on a healthy local marine ecosystem.   
  
  
Sincerely, 
 
Cam Gammill 
 

 

  



From: Wesley Peterson [mailto:commfishmtk@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 5, 2017 12:26 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher <cmoore@mafmc.org> 
Subject: Nantucket buffer zone 
 
Dear Mr. Moore, my name is Wesley Peterson and I am the owner operator of the F/V 2 Sea Sons home 
ported in Montauk N.Y.  Being that we are only 53' boat 90% of our squid fishing is in the summer 
period.  A buffer zone around Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard would be a huge blow to us as we don't 
have the ability to just pick up and fish anywhere being a smaller vessel.  This would not also impact 
myself and my family but the families of my two full time deckhands, the ice house, the pack house, and 
the fuel businesses. Once again I greatly oppose the squid buffer zone.  Thank you for your time. Wesley 
Peterson 

 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
From: cwh6k12@aol.com <cwh6k12@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 4, 2017 8:57 PM 
To: Moore, Christopher 
Subject: Nantucket Martha's Vineyard Squid Buffer Zone  
  
Members of the Mid Atlantic Fisheries Council, 
   I am writing to you as the seriously concerned owner and operator of the F/V Rhonda Denise. My 
vessel currently employs 4-5 crewmembers and an additional captain, making my operation responsible 
for 6-7 families and their livelihoods. We spend most of our time in the summer targeting loligo squid off 
Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket in these proposed "buffer zones" which can at times be a majority of 
our seasonal income. We depend on these resource rich areas or "buffer zones" greatly. I can honestly 
say that the dragging fleet has minimal effect on the area and its ecosystem, simply due to the fact that it 
has occurred and been regulated here in these proposed buffer zones for decades with no significant 
change to the biodiversity or landings of other species in the area. Squid are an extremely renewable 
resource, boasting a short lifespan and a high fecundity rate, and is harvested by the dragger fleet in a 
rather clean and unobtrusive manner, so wherein lies the issue? I would hate to see the loligo squid fleet 
lose an attested and extremely viable resource area due to the ill advised and prejudiced motives of a few 
sport fishermen and the "unattached" and extremely aloof environmental groups. I see no reason for a 
buffer zone and can ardently say that the crew and operators of the F/V Rhonda Denise are strongly 
opposed to the idea.  
 
Capt. Corey Harris, Owner/Operator F/V Rhonda Denise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:commfishmtk@yahoo.com
mailto:cmoore@mafmc.org
mailto:cwh6k12@aol.com
mailto:cwh6k12@aol.com


 
 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen. 
 
    My name is Antonio Borges. I own the fishing vessel Sao Paulo, permit number 330198. We had the 
Sao Paulo built in 1977 and have fished since 1977.  We have fished along the three mile line for 40 
years. Not being able to squid fish along the three mile line would be devastating to us and all other squid 
boats that fish along that area. Fishing along the three mile line is a huge part of our income. That 
combined with all the other restrictions that have been placed on the fishing industry would be a total 
disaster for us. Four familes depend on this boat, we are not asking for a hand out. We are just asking to 
be able to work like we have for the past 40 years. Thank you for your time. 
 
 
Sincerely 
Antonio Borges 
 
Captain and owner of the 
Fishing vessel Sao Paulo 
                                                         

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Jason and MAC. 
I am writing to you in regards to the destruction the massive fishing fleet is doing south of Nantucket 
and M.V. 
The massive amount of fishing pressure and close to shore "lawn mowing" of these areas is having a 
terrible affect on the waters around The islands. There is a massive amount of biologically important fish 
and squid eggs that are being killed as by catch for this fishery. This is also not he first time there has 
been opposition to this fishery. The destruction of the ocean on a large scale is happening here. Please 
consider a buffer zone to keep these boats in deeper water. I also employ 5 people and have a huge 
financial stake in the health of the ocean as well.  
 
Thank you  
Brian Borgeson charter captain Nantucket  
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December 8, 2017

Mr. Michael P. Luisi, Council Chairman

Mr. Peter Hughes, Chairman - Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish Committee

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council

800 North State Street, Suite 201

Dover, DE 19901

Dear Chairman Luisi and Chairman Hughes:

We write to urge you to reject the proposed creation of a squid buffer zone in federal

waters in the vicinity of Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket and enclose the attached letter from

Janet Coit, Director of the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, expressing

the State's opposition to this proposal.

We have consulted with state regulators and fishermen from Rhode Island who have

emphasized that in the words of Director Coit's letter "there is no biological basis for

considering buffer zones to protect or rebuild the [squid] stock." A buffer zone will, however,

have a significant effect on the harvest of one of the most important stocks for the Rhode Island

fishing industry. We would also highlight the fact that the Council just a few months ago

adopted measures to mitigate effort in federal waters during trimester 2 of the longfin squid

season. It makes no sense, even before those measures have been implemented, to adopt a buffer

zone that would further restrict fishing and harm Rhode Island's fishing economy.

Again, we join Director Coit in strongly urging you to reject the proposed buffer zone.

Thank you for your consideration of our views on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Sh~~se

United States Senator

2t'an~
Member of Congress

aA.-f/"/~_Jt~........._'. _. <__<

~~icilline

Member of Congress

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive Director

Mr. Jason Didden, Atlantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish Plan Coordinator

Ms. Janet Coit, Director - Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



RHODE ISLAND

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

235 Promenade Street, Room 425

Providence, Rhode Island 02908

December 7,2017

Peter Hughes, Chair

Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Committee

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council

800 North State Street, Suite 201

Dover, DE 19901

Dear Chairman Hughes:

Thank you for considering these comments on the squid buffer zone issue, which the Council's

Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Committee will be discussing at the upcoming December 12, 2017 meeting

in Annapolis, MD.

The Council opted not to move forward with this issue last year, via the Squid Amendment, and is now

deciding whether to consider it anew via a framework action. 1 urge the Council to refrain from such

consideration, pending the outcome of the related trimester 2 measure adopted, but not yet

implemented, as part of the Amendment.

The Squid Amendment, approved by the Council in June 2017, focused on two primary issues: longfin

squid permits and management measures for longfin squid during trimester 2.

For trimester 2, which runs from May through August annually, the Council took an important step

aimed at reducing effort in the fishery once the trimester quota is reached. Currently, the trip limit in

federal waters, after the quota is reached, is 2,500 pounds. Under the provisions of the Amendment,

the limit is sharply reduced, to 250 pounds. If that change is enacted by NOAA Fisheries, via final

approval of the Amendment, it will certainly constrain effort during the summer months, when the

fleet traditionally targets the inshore spawning grounds. As such, it will have a direct and positive

effect on the concerns of stakeholders from Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard, who contend that

excessive effort in the nearshore waters south ofthe islands has been causing harm.

Given the health and sustained productivity of the longfin squid resource, there is no biological basis

for considering buffer zones to protect or rebuild the stock. The commercial squid fishery has

historically targeted squid when and where they aggregate, and over the course of many years,

aggregations of squid, and squid harvesters, have occurred in the waters south of Nantucket and

Martha's Vineyard. While there is no proof that such activity has caused harm, the Council and the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts have both taken actions to control effort - directly and indirectly--

in those waters. The trimester 2 action taken by the Council via the Squid Amendment is

commendable, will hopefully be approved soon by NOAA Fisheries, and if approved, will take effect in

Telephone 401.222.4700 I www.dem.ri.gov I Rhode Island Relay 711



2018. It stands to reason that the Council should monitor the effect of that measure before

considering the establishment of a buffer zone.

I recognize and appreciate that the Council has been, and is slated to continue, reviewing and deciding

upon squid management issues via the Mackerel, Squid, Butter-fish Committee, Meeting as a

Committee of the Whole - a process that includes two voting members from the New England Fishery

lVIanagement Council, including Eric Reid from Rhode Island. That involvement speaks highly ohhe

Council's respect for states like Rhode Island that have a vested interest in the management of

fisheries managed by the Council, such as squid.

Sine rel4J {-

Janet Coit,

Director

cc: Chris Moore, MAFMC

Jason Didden, MAFMC

Mackerel, Squid, Butterfish Committee Members
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