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The U.S. Commerce Department today announced the appointment of 22 new and returning members to the

eight regional fishery management councils that partner with NOAA’s Fisheries Service to manage ocean fish

stocks. The new and reappointed council members begin their three-year terms on August 11.

The councils were established by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to prepare
fishery management plans for marine fish stocks in their regions. NOAA’s Fisheries Service works closely with
the councils as plans are developed, and then reviews, approves, and implements the fishery management
plans. Council members represent diverse groups, including commercial and recreational fishing industries,
environmental organizations and academia, and they carry out the act’s requirements to end overfishing, rebuild
fish stocks, and manage them sustainably.

“All of us at NOAA Fisheries are eager to start working with our new council members, and to continue the work

we’ve been doing with returning members,” said Eileen Sobeck, assistant NOAA administrator for fisheries. "The

partnerships we have with the councils are more important than ever in order to continue the positive momentum

we’ve been making with federally managed species in recent years.”

Each year, approximately one-third of the total 72 appointed members to the eight regional councils are appointed

by the Secretary of Commerce. The Secretary selects members from nominations submitted by the governors of

fishing states, territories and tribal governments.

Council members are appointed to both obligatory (state-specific) and at-large (regional) seats. Council

members serve a three-year term and can be reappointed to serve three consecutive terms. Asterisks preceding

a member’s name indicate a reappointment.

New England Council
The New England Council includes members from Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and
Rhode Island. The appointees for 2014 will fill four at-large seats. 

At-large seats:
*Thomas D. Dempsey (Massachusetts)
Elizabeth “Libby” M. P. Etrie (Massachusetts)
*Peter T. Kendall (New Hampshire)
*Mary Beth Nickell-Tooley (Maine) 

Mid-Atlantic Council

The Mid-Atlantic Council includes members from the states of Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, North

Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. The appointees for 2014 will fill obligatory seats for Maryland, North

Carolina, New York, and Pennsylvania and one at-large seat.

Obligatory seats:
*G.(George) W. Elliott (Pennsylvania)

*Francis “Dewey” Hemilright, Jr. (North Carolina)

*Howard J. King, III (Maryland)

*John G. McMurray (New York)
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At-large seat:
*Laurie A. Nolan (New York)

South Atlantic Council
The South Atlantic Council includes members from Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. The
appointees for 2014 will fill two at-large seats. 

At-large seats:
William “Chester” Brewer, Jr. (Florida)

Mark E. Brown (South Carolina)

Caribbean Council

The Caribbean Council includes members from Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The appointee for 2014

will fill an obligatory seat for Puerto Rico.

Obligatory seat:

Marcos R. Hanke (Puerto Rico)

Gulf Council

The Gulf Council includes members from Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas. The appointees

for 2014 will fill three at-large seats.

At-large seats:

*Pamela J. Dana (Florida)

Gregory W. Stunz (Texas)

David A. Walker (Alabama)

Pacific Council

The Pacific Council includes members from California, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. The appointees for 2014

will fill an obligatory seat for Washington and one at-large seat.

Obligatory seat:

*Richard “Rich” H. Lincoln (Washington)

At-large seat: 

*Jeffrey “Jeff” N. Feldner (Oregon)

North Pacific Council
The North Pacific Council includes members from Alaska and Washington. The appointees for 2014 will fill an

obligatory seat for Alaska and an obligatory seat for Washington.

Obligatory seats:

*John J. Henderschedt (Washington)

Simon Kinneen (Alaska)

Western Pacific Council
The Western Pacific Council includes members from American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, and the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands. The appointees for 2014 will fill an obligatory seat for Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands and two at-large seats.

Obligatory seat:
John E. Gourley (Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands)

At-large seats: 
*Edwin “Ed” A. Ebisui, Jr. (Hawaii)
*Frederick M. Rice (Hawaii)

NOAA’s mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of the ocean to

the surface of the sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources. Join us

on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and our other social media channels. 
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2.4 Officers and Terms of Office  
 
2.4.1 General  
 
A Chair and a Vice Chair shall be elected annually at the first Council meeting following 
the seating of new Council members (on or after August 11 of each year) by the voting 
members of the Council present and voting; each such officer shall serve for a period of 
one year and until a successor is elected. Officers may succeed themselves. The 
Council may elect other officers as it deems necessary.  
 
2.4.2 Nominations  
 
The Chair shall appoint a Nominating Committee, who shall make its nominations (at 
least two for each office) at the beginning of the election process. Following the 
Committee's nomination, any voting member may nominate additional candidates from 
the floor. When nominations are closed the election shall be held.  
 
2.4.3 Elections  
 
The election of Chair will be held first, followed by the election for Vice Chair. If only one 
candidate accepts the nomination for an office, the Chairman of the Nominating 
Committee shall cast all votes for that candidate. If there are two or more candidates, 
the election shall be by a secret ballot with the votes tabulated by two or more Tellers 
appointed by the Council Chair. The Tellers shall use the following rules to determine 
the winning candidate:  
 
1. To win, a candidate must receive a majority of the votes cast.  
2. If no candidate receives a majority of the votes, the Tellers shall declare no 

election. If there are more than two candidates, the candidate receiving the 
lowest number of vote shall be dropped from consideration and a vote will be 
taken for the remaining candidates. This process will continue until a candidate 
receives a majority of the vote cast.  

3. Those preferring not to vote for any candidate shall check "ABSTAIN" on the 
ballot.  

4. The number of ballots cast for an individual shall not be announced. Any Council 
member who questions the result may review the ballots. The vote of any Council 
member shall not be identified nor made public in any respect.  

 
2.4.4 Special Elections  
 
In the event that the Chair cannot fulfill the Chair's obligations for the balance of the 
Chair's term, a special election will be held at the next scheduled Council meeting to fill 
the position of Chair. In the event that the Vice Chair cannot fulfill the Vice Chair's 
obligations for the balance of the Vice Chair's term, a special election will be held at the 
next scheduled Council meeting to fill the position of Vice Chair. The procedures for 
nominations and elections set forth above will be followed for special elections. 
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