
MID-ATLANTIC COUNCIL 
2015 Planned Council Meeting Topics    

 
 

August 10-13, 2015 – Holiday Inn Midtown, New York City, NY 
 Swearing-in of new and reappointed Council members 
 Election of Officers 
 Adopt Summer Flounder, Scup, Black Sea Bass Specifications for 2016-2018 
 Adopt Bluefish Specifications for 2016-2018 
 Discuss Summer Flounder Amendment FMP goals and objectives 
 Discuss potential Scup Amendment 
 Review Industry Observer Amendment  
 Review/develop habitat policies/objectives 
 Review blueline tilefish scoping comments and determine management approach 
 Review eVTR Contract Report 

 
 
October 6-8, 2015 – Doubletree Philadelphia Center City, Philadelphia, PA  
 Approve Comprehensive Research Plan 
 Review habitat policies/EAFM Habitat Component Discussions 
 Adopt 2016-2018 Dogfish Specifications 
 Adopt action for Council role in Cooperative Research 
 Review results of unmanaged forage scoping and establish scope of amendment 
 Select preferred alternatives for Industry Funded Observer Amendment Public Hearing Document 
 Approve range of alternatives for Blueline Tilefish Management 
 

 
December 8-10, 2015 – The Westin, Annapolis, MD 
 Adopt Summer Flounder, Scup, Black Sea Bass Recreational Specifications for 2016 
 Summer Flounder Amendment Update 
 Scup Amendment Update 
 Adopt SSCs 5-year Research Priority Recommendations 
 Review Tilefish 5-year IFQ Program Review 
 Update Council on status of Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Excessive Shares Amendment  
 Review EAFM Guidance Document (First Draft) 
 Adopt Blueline Tilefish Public Hearing Document and any preferred alternatives 
 Scup GRA Framework Meeting 

 



 
 

 
 

2016 MAFMC Council Meetings 
 
 
 
February 9-11, 2016: DoubleTree by Hilton New Bern-Riverfront 
                                    100 Middle Street 
                                        New Bern, NC 
                                      252-638-3585 
 
April 12-14, 2016:        Montauk Yacht Club 
                                        32 Star Island Rd. 
                                      Montauk, NY  11954 
                                         631-668-3100 
 
June 14-16, 2016:       Courtyard Marriott Newark  (University of Delaware Clayton Hall) 
   400 David Hollowell Dr.  (104 Clayton Hall) 
   Newark, DE  19716  (Newark, DE  19716) 
   302-737-0900   (302-831-2626) 
 
August 8-11, 2016:        Hilton Virginia Beach Oceanfront 
   3001 Atlantic Ave. 
    Virginia Beach, VA  23451 
   757-213-3000 
 
October 4-6, 2016:   Stockton Seaview Hotel 
   401 South New York Road 
   Galloway, NJ  08205  
   609-652-1800 
                                         
 Dec. 13-15, 2016: Royal Sonesta Harbor Court Baltimore 
   550 Light St. 
   Baltimore, MD  21202 
   410-234-0550 
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PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 16, 2015 

PRESS CONTACT: Mary Clark  

(302) 674-2331 (ext. 261) 

Mid-Atlantic Council Seeks Applicants for Trawl Survey Advisory Panel 

Applications Due by August 4, 2015 

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) is soliciting applications from qualified 

individuals to serve on the Northeast Trawl Survey Advisory Panel. The objectives for the panel are to 

understand existing NEFSC trawl survey gear performance and methodology, evaluate the potential to 

complement or supplement current NEFSC surveys and to improve understanding and acceptance of 

NEFSC survey data quality and results.  

The panel will identify concerns about regional research survey performance and data, identify methods 

to address or mitigate these concerns and promote mutual understanding and acceptance of results. The 

panel will consist of 16 members including members of the Councils and the Atlantic States Fishery 

Commission, industry experts, non-federal scientists and Northeast Fisheries Science Center scientists. 

Panel members are expected to serve for three years. 

The Council is seeking applications to fill five positions: 

 Three fishery stakeholder representatives  

 Two academic or non-academic scientists  

Anyone interested in serving on an advisory panel may apply online or download an application at 

www.mafmc.org/forms/advisory-panel-application. Applications can also be obtained by calling the 

Council office at (877) 446-2362 or by emailing jsaunders@mafmc.org. Completed applications should 

be submitted using one of the following methods: 

 Online using the form at the web address above; 

 Mail to Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, 800 N. State Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901; 

 Email to jsaunders@mafmc.org; or 

 Fax to (302) 674-5399.   

Please include “TRAWL SURVEY ADVISORY PANEL” in the subject of your fax or email.  

Completed applications must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 4, 2015.  

All nominees are subject to an additional level of review by NOAA's Office of Law Enforcement and may 

be declined membership because of a marine resource violation. 

Notice Date: July 16, 2015 

http://www.mafmc.org/forms/advisory-panel-application
mailto:jsaunders@mafmc.org
mailto:jsaunders@mafmc.org


For small entity compliance guides, this bulletin complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996.  This notice is authorized by the Regional Administrator of the National 

Marine Fisheries Service, Greater Atlantic Region. 
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Greater Atlantic Region Bulletin 
NOAA Fisheries, Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, 55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930 

 

 

 
For Information Contact: 
Sustainable Fisheries Division 
(978) 281 – 9315 
 

www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/ 
    Date Issued:  7/20/2015 

  

Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Information Collection Program 
Requirements 

Effective Date: January 1, 2016
 
We are implementing regulations for an information collection program for the Atlantic surfclam 
and ocean quahog individual transferable quota (ITQ) fisheries.  There is nothing you need to do 
immediately, but be aware of the following changes:   

• ITQ permits now expire at the end of the year and you will need to renew your permit annually.  
We will send you annual reminders/renewal package paperwork; 

• You will now be required to complete a new ITQ ownership form that must be submitted along 
with the annual ITQ permit renewal form in order to receive your permit and annual allocation of 
cage tags; and   

• The ITQ transfer form has been modified to collect more detailed information on transfers. 
 
We will be sending out these new and updated forms in early fall of 2015.  You will need to complete the 
new forms to receive your 2016 ITQ permit.  The forms will also be available on our forms and 
application webpage at:  www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/aps/forms.html. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
What is the additional 
information going to be used for? 

The additional information collected is intended to be used by the Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council to inform its efforts to develop an 
excessive shares cap. 

What is an excessive share cap? An excessive share cap is a limit on how much allocation a single 
individual or entity can hold. 

Does this action set excessive 
share caps? 

No. This action only collects additional information. 

What happens to my current ITQ 
permit? 

Nothing. Your current 2015 ITQ permit will remain valid through the end of the 
year. 

What happens when my ITQ permit 
expires? 

Your ITQ permit and tags will expire on the last day of the fishing year 
(December 31).  You will have to renew your permit to receive 2016 cage tags 
or to transfer cage tags.   

What happens if I forget to renew my 
ITQ permit? 

You have until the end of the year after the permit expires to renew your permit.  
For example, when your permit expires on December 31, 2015, you would have 
until December 31, 2016, to renew and receive your 2016 ITQ permit.  If you do 
not renew before the end of the year for which you need the permit, you will lose 
your ITQ permit including any associated quota share.  This is referred to as 
“renew-or-lose,” and has been in place for all limited access vessel permits and 
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tilefish IFQ permits for many years.  For this first year, we have included an 
additional renewal grace period so there is even more time to renew your 2016 
ITQ permit and ensure that no one inadvertently loses their ITQ permit. 

Do I need to complete these new 
forms now to make sure my permit is 
renewed? 

Not yet. The permit renewal forms will be available and sent out in early fall.  

If I do not renew my permit will I be 
notified prior to losing it? 

Yes. Our Permits Office would send you reminders that the deadline to renew 
your permit is approaching. Please make sure your contact information on file 
with us is up to date to ensure we can contact you.   

What if I hold both surfclam and 
ocean quahog ITQ allocations? 

You will need to complete separate renewal and ownership forms for each ITQ 
allocation (C or Q number) you hold in order to receive the associated ITQ 
permits.   

Who do I speak with if I have 
questions? 

For questions about: 
• ITQ permits and forms, contact our Permits Office at 978-282-8483. 
• This rule, contact our Sustainable Fisheries Division at 978-281-9315. 
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Protecting unmanaged forage species 
DRAFT Action Plan  

(updated 7/29/2015) 

Purpose and need 

In December 2014 the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council (the Council) passed a motion to 
initiate a regulatory action to prohibit the development of new, or expansion of existing, directed 
fisheries on unmanaged forage species until adequate scientific information is available to promote 
ecosystem sustainability. The Council has identified a range of alternatives to address this issue and 
intends to move forward with an action in 2015.  

This document is meant to guide a Fisheries Management Action Team (FMAT) in developing 
management alternatives to address this issue.  

 

Management measures to be considered 

The FMAT will analyze a range of issues regarding unmanaged forage species. These issues could 
include, but are not limited to: 

 Consideration of a range of potential actions to prohibit the development of new, or expansion 
of existing fisheries for unmanaged forage species. The FMAT will analyze the efficiency, 
effectiveness, and policy implications of each potential action. These actions could include: 

o An amendment to one or more existing FMP to add unmanaged forage species as 
Ecosystem Component species. 

o An amendment to one or more existing FMP to add unmanaged forage species as stocks 
“in the fishery”. 

o Development of a new FMP which would include unmanaged forage species as either 
Ecosystem Component species or stocks in the fishery. 

o Designation of forage species as components of Essential Fish Habitat. 

 Identification of which forage species may be addressed by the action. 

 Analysis of policy implications of different potential geographic ranges of the action, including 
the policy implications of an action that would apply to state and federal waters as well as to 
federal waters off New England and the South Atlantic.   

 Recommendations for revisions to the list of approved fisheries and gear types in CFR 600.725 
to ensure that the Council is notified of new fisheries for forage species as they develop. 
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 Measures to minimize the bycatch of unmanaged forage species. 

 Exploratory fishing programs for unmanaged forage species. 

 

Membership and responsibilities of the Fishery Management Action Team  

The Fisheries Management Action Team (FMAT) will serve as the primary team for development and 
analysis of proposed actions. The FMAT will include Council staff and management partners from the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC), the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO), and the NMFS Northeast Fisheries Science Center 
(NEFSC). If needed, the FMAT will work with other advisors to address specific issues.  

 

FMAT Membership 

Agency Role/Expertise Person 

MAFMC FMAT Chair Julia Beaty 

MAFMC Advisor as necessary Rich Seagraves 

ASMFC 
State fisheries and fisheries 

science 
Shanna Madsen 

NMFS GARFO Policy and legal issues Carly Bari 

NMFS GARFO Habitat Dr. David Stevenson 

NMFS GARFO Fisheries-dependent data Dr. Jerome Hermsen 

NMFS NEFSC Fisheries biology Dr. Laurel Smith 

NMFS NEFSC Socioeconomics Dr. Min-Yang Lee 

 

 

Affected fisheries  

The intent of the action is to allow existing fisheries to continue to unchanged while prohibiting the 
development of new, or expansion of existing, directed fisheries on unmanaged forage species. The 
extent of existing fisheries for unmanaged forage species is unknown. If any such fisheries exist they 
will be affected by limitations on their capacity to expand in the future. Depending on the type of 
action the Council decides to pursue, fisheries which catch unmanaged forage species as bycatch may 
also be affected. 
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Applicable laws 

Name of law Applicable to this action? 

Magnuson-Stevens Act Yes 

National Environmental Policy Act Yes; expected that an Environmental Assessment will be 
required.  

Administrative Procedure Act Yes 

Regulatory Flexibility Act Yes 

Paperwork Reduction Act Possibly; depends on data collection needs 

Coastal Zone Management Act Possibly; depends on effects of the action on the resources of 
the coastal states in the management unit 

Endangered Species Act Possibly; level of consultation will depend on the actions 
taken 

E.O. 12866 (Regulatory Planning and 
Review) 

Yes 

E.O. 12630 (Takings) Possibly; legal review will confirm 

E.O. 13123 (Federalism) Possibly; legal review will confirm 

Essential Fish Habitat Possibly; level of consultation will depend on the actions 
taken 

Information Quality Act Yes 
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Draft timeline for development and implementation of action 

Date Action Location 

December 11, 2014 
Council passes motion to protect unmanaged 

forage species 
Council meeting 
Baltimore, MD 

April 14, 2015 Council discusses next steps 
Council meeting 
Long Branch, NJ 

May 2015 
Fisheries Management Action Team (FMAT) 

formed 
--- 

June 10, 2015 
Council reviews progress on action and 

approves scoping plan 
Council meeting 

Virginia Beach, VA 

Summer-fall 2015 FMAT develops alternatives Webinar 

September/October 2015 Scoping hearings 
8 locations from Rhode Island to 

North Carolina 

October 2015 
(subject to change) 

Presentation on and consideration of public 
comments received at scoping hearings and 

in writing 

Council meeting 
Philadelphia, PA 

Fall 2015 
SSC’s Ecosystems and Ocean Planning 

Committee reviews alternatives developed 
by FMAT 

TBD 

Fall 2015 
Ecosystem and Ocean Planning Committee 

and other relevant committees review 
alternatives developed by FMAT 

TBD 

December 2015 
 

Reports from FMAT and relevant committees 
Council meeting 
Annapolis, MD 

Spring 2016 Council selects preferred alternatives TBD 

Spring/summer 2016 
MAFMC considers public comments and 

takes final action 
Council meeting 

New Bern, NC 

Summer 2016 
Staff submits relevant documents to NMFS 

for secretarial approval 
--- 

Summer/fall 2016 Final rule effective --- 
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