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M E M O R A N D U M

Date: February 22, 2019 

To: Council and Board 

From: Karson Coutré, Matt Seeley, Julia Beaty; Council staff 

Subject: 2020 interim specifications for black sea bass, scup, and bluefish 

The following documents are included behind this tab: 

1) Staff memo on 2020 interim black sea bass, scup, and bluefish specifications dated

February 12, 2019

2) Public comments received through February 20, 2019

The SSC will respond to the staff recommendation during their February 21, 2019 meeting. A 

summary of that meeting will be posted to the briefing book page once it's available.
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M E M O R A N D U M  

Date:  February 12, 2019 

To:  Dr. Chris Moore, Executive Director 

From:  Matthew Seeley, Julia Beaty and Karson Coutre, Staff 

Subject:  2020 Interim Black Sea Bass, Scup and Bluefish Specifications 

 
Summary 
 
This memo provides recommendations for setting interim black sea bass, scup, and bluefish 
specifications for the first few months of 2020. These interim specifications will be revised 
following the updated assessment results in late summer 2019 for implementation in early 2020. 
For interim specifications, staff recommends the following Acceptable Biological Catches 
(ABCs), which are identical to the 2019 ABCs for all three species:  
 
 

Acceptable Biological Catches 
Black Sea Bass1 8.94 million pounds (4,057 mt) 

Scup 36.43 million pounds (16,525mt) 
Bluefish 21.81 million pounds (9,895 mt) 

 
 
Rationale 
 
There are currently no catch or landings limits in place for black sea bass, scup, or bluefish for 
2020. The ABCs, commercial quotas, and recreational harvest limits (RHLs) for these species do 
not roll over from one year to the next. Thus, the Council and the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission (Commission) plan to set 2020 specifications in October 2019 based on 
the results of the July 2019 operational assessment updates and September 2019 Scientific and 
Statistical Committee (SSC) recommendations. This will not allow sufficient time for 
rulemaking to ensure that 2020 catch and landings limits are in place by January 1, 2020. As 
such, Council staff recommend that temporary catch and landings limits be implemented for the 
first few months of 2020, to be replaced as soon as possible with updated measures based on the 
operational assessment updates, SSC recommendations, and Council/Commission decisions. 
 

The recommended interim specifications presented below are based on the same information 
presented to the SSC at their July 2018 meeting for scup and bluefish. For black sea bass, an 
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additional sensitivity analysis was conducted by the Northeast Fisheries Science Center2. These 
materials still represents the best scientific information available, including data updates with 
survey and fishery data through 2017, advisory panel fishery performance reports, fishery 
information documents prepared by Council staff, and other information.3 Following the 
availability of new assessment data, updated information will be presented at the September 
2019 SSC meeting to set revised 2020 specifications and specifications for 2021.  
 
Staff Recommendations 
 
Council Staff recommend status quo interim specifications for black sea bass, scup, and bluefish 
for early 2020. The following table presents the ABCs and associated management measures for 
each species. 
 
 

Measures Black Sea Bass1 Scup Bluefish 
 mil lb mt mil lb mt mil lb mt 

OFL 10.29 4,669 41.03 18,612 27.97 12,688 
ABC 8.94 4,057 36.43 16,525 21.81 9,895 
ACL - - - - 21.81 9,895 

Commercial ACL 4.35 1,974 28.42 12,890 - - 
Commercial ACT 4.35 1,974 28.42 12,890 3.71 1,682 

Commercial Quota 3.52 1,596 23.98 10,879 7.71 3,497 
Recreational ACL 4.59 2,083 8.01 3,636 - - 
Recreational ACT 4.59 2,083 8.01 3,636 18.11 8,213 

RHL 3.66 1,661 7.37 3,342 11.62 5,271 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 The black sea bass values in this document are based on the status quo measures implemented by the Greater Atlantic 
Regional Fisheries Office in December 2018. 
2 https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2018-12-17/pdf/2018-27213.pdf 
3 All relevant materials are available at: http://www.mafmc.org/ssc-meetings/2018/july-17-18 

                                                 



       

                                       
                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                          2/13/2019        
 
Chris Moore 
Ph.D., Executive Director 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council                                                                                                                                        
  
                
Dear Chris, 
 
     Being an advisor to the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council, and my deep passion for fishing 
and the marine fisheries, I feel it is my responsibility to let the council know of my fishing 
experiences and observations for the 2018 season. I fish every weekend from April to December, and 
days during the week and my personal catch this year has been very disappointing and quite 
disturbing. This has been the worst year for all species that I can recall. I have been fishing for over 
45 years, mostly Long Island Sound but also fish the Atlantic Ocean, mid Long Island and out at the 
East end at Montauk. 
 
I don’t remember a year that had so few amount of keeper sea bass of 15 inches and larger caught in 
Long Island waters.  There were however, hundreds of short sea bass ranging from 8 inches up to 14 
inches. From Montauk, Long Island Sound and central south shore ocean, it has been the lowest catch 
in years for large sea bass. I don’t know why this is, but the council should take a closer look at 
recreational and commercial landings. If the recreational sector is closed for 6 months in New York, I 
hope the commercial sector is also closed for some time. Reducing fishing pressure is key to 
rebuilding stocks. Maybe the size limit for recreational anglers should be brought back down to 14 
inches. I think this would also cut down on illegal possession of undersized fish.  
 
On the bluefish front, I did not see the usual large bluefish schooling in the harbors or in Long Island 
Sound, or the ocean and inlets this 2018 season. I am very concerned about this and believe there 
should be an immediate cut back on both commercial and recreational quotas. I would like to see a 
reduction in the recreational bluefish limit, down to 5 fish a day and commercial tonnage also be 
reduced. We need to leave more fish in the ocean. As to my experience, bluefish are definitely being 
overfished and the council needs to step in and protect this very important species for all interests. It 
is better to be on the side of caution in this time of uncertainty of bluefish biomass. You can speak to 
any fisherman and they will tell you that there is a huge decline in the bluefish population. Just when 
the bunker are finally making a come back, there are now no predators to feed on them. This big 
reduction of recreational bluefish catch data this year should raise concerns. We need to act on this 
now, before its too late. 
 
I am advising the council to please reassess commercial and recreational regulations on both Black 
Sea Bass and Bluefish. The recreational angler has been cut back enough over the years, not only with 
lower quotas, but increased size limits as well. Hopefully, the council will take my observations and 
recommendations into consideration and implement a new plan for these species for the immediate 
future. The council should also consider putting a stop the transfer of fish quotas. If the recreational 
sector doesn’t fill their quota, then it should be left alone. We practice catch and release and there is 
no reason why the commercial sector should be allowed to take what the recreational angler release. 
If so, we are wasting our time for conservation, leaving the question as to why we have quotas in the 
first place. Recreational anglers should have a say as to how their portion is used, either we keep it 
for the table or leave more fish in the ocean to rebuild the dwindling stocks. I know the council leaves 
a buffer for the stock, but I feel a few more fish saved doesn’t hurt.  
 



 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
Best, 
 
 
Mark Krause  
 
An Advisor to the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
Atlantic Mackerel, Squid and Butterfish 
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