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Portsmouth, NH 

 

FINAL MOTIONS 

 

 

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 

 

ECOSYSTEM-BASED MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

1. Mr. Pappalardo moved on behalf of the committee: 

 that the Council recommends completing the eFEP and begin planning for an MSE process 

 that will begin when the eFEP is complete. The Council also recommends approval of the 

 problem statement, visions statement, goals and objectives as part of the eFEP. 

 

1a.  Mr. Stockwell moved to amend and Ms. Etrie seconded:  

 that the Council recommends completing the eFEP. The Council also recommends approval 

 of the problem statement, visions statement, goals and objectives as part of the eFEP.  

 

 The motion to amend carried unanimously on a show of hands (17/0/0). 

  

 Main motion: 

 that the Council recommends completing the eFEP. The Council also recommends approval 

 of the problem statement, visions statement, goals and objectives as part of the eFEP. 

 

 The main motion as amended carried unanimously on a show of hands (17/0/0).  

 

2.  Mr. Pappalardo moved on behalf of the committee: 

 to recommend that the Council begin MSE planning with the establishment of a steering 

 committee to develop strategies for soliciting input and evaluation  of management 

 strategies consistent with ecosystem management. 

 

2a. Dr. Sissenwine moved to amend and Ms. Griffin seconded:  

 To recommend that the Council begin MSE planning with the establishment of a steering 

 committee to develop strategies for soliciting input and evaluation of management 

 strategies with a view towards application of ecosystem management. 

 

 Maker of the motion to amend withdraws and will bring up under other business. 

 

 Main motion: 

 to recommend that the Council begin MSE planning with the establishment of a steering 

 committee to develop strategies for soliciting input and evaluation  of management 

 strategies consistent with ecosystem management. 

 



 The motion carried on a show of hands (16/0/1). 

 

SCALLOP COMMITTEE REPORT 

 

Framework 30/2019 Shutdown 

 

3.  Mr. Balzano moved on behalf of the Committee:  

 that the Council send letters to NOAA Fisheries and the U.S Coast Guard requesting that 

 the agencies expedite and prioritize issuing prior to the 2019 fishing year:  

▪ Vessel documentation from USCG  
▪ Vessel Permits from GARFO  
▪ Exempted Fishing Permits and Letters of authorization from GARFO  
▪ LAGC IFQ quota transfers from GARFO   
▪ 2019/2020 RSA awards from NEFSC 

 

 The motion carried on a show of hands (16/0/1). 

 

Amendment 21 

 

4.  Mr. Balzano moved on behalf of the Committee 

 that Amendment 21 consider allowing Limit Access vessels with IFQ to transfer their IFQ 

 to only LAGC IFQ vessels (e.g. not other LA vessels).   

  

 The motion carried unanimously on a show of hands (17/0/0). 

  

5.  Mr. Balzano moved and Mr. Stockwell seconded:  

 Move that the Council approve the Scallop Amendment 21 scoping document for public 

 comment.     

 

 The motion carried unanimously on a show of hands (17/0/0). 

 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

 

GROUNDFISH COMMITTEE REPORT – PART 1 

 

1.  Mr. Stockwell moved on behalf of the Committee:  

 that the Council support the “Mooncusser Sector” for approval in fishing year 2019 and 

 beyond. 

 

 The motion carried on a show of hands (15/0/2). 

GROUNDFISH COMMITTEE REPORT – PART 2  
 



Recreational Measures 

 

2.  Mr. Stockwell moved and Mr. Grout seconded:  
 that the Groundfish Committee review the Recreational Advisory Panel’s recommendations 

 for Gulf of Maine cod, Gulf of Maine haddock, and Georges Bank cod, and that the 

 Committee’s recommendations be forwarded to the Executive Committee to forward 

 recreational measures recommendations on behalf of the Council to GARFO for 

 consideration. This adjustment to the typical process would be for 2019 only, in 

 consideration of the compressed timeline related to the recent partial Federal government 

 shutdown. 
  

 The motion carried on a show of hands (14/0/1). 

 

Thursday, January 31, 2019 

 

FISHERIES ALLOCATION POLICY DIRECTIVE              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

1.  Mr. Stockwell moved and Mr. Alexander seconded:  

 that the Council approve the Draft Fishery Allocation Review Policy and set allocation 

 triggers as proposed by the Executive Committee. 

 

 The motion carried unanimously on a show of hands (17/0/0). 
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Groundfish:  Council Discusses Recreational Fishing Issues, 
Monitoring Amendment 23, Fishery Data, and New Sector

On January 30, midway through its three-day meeting in Portsmouth, NH, the New England Fishery 
Management Council covered a wide range of groundfish-related issues.  These included:

• The Fishery Data for Stock Assessment Working Group’s final report;
• The peer review of the working group’s report by a subpanel of the Scientific and Statistical Committee;
• A brief overview of the December 17, 2018 meeting of the Northeast Trawl Advisory Panel (NTAP), 

which included an announcement that NTAP is soliciting candidates through February 22, 2019 to serve 
on the panel;

• A progress report on Groundfish Monitoring Amendment 23;
• Consideration of whether the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO) should approve a new 

lease-only groundfish sector called Mooncusser Sector, which the Council supported based on a 
recommendation from its Groundfish Committee that followed guidance on the process for new sectors;

• A short update on the Council’s Groundfish Catch Share Review – here’s the draft outline; and
• A number of recreational fishing issues.

Current Recreational Fishing Measures
Remain effective until replaced by new 2019 measures

Given the extended federal 
government shutdown, 
recreational fishermen are 
questioning what will happen 
come May 1, the start of the 
2019 groundfish fishing year. 

The short answer is that 2018 
measures for Gulf of Maine cod, 
Gulf of Maine haddock, and 
Georges Bank cod, which are 
shown in the table at right, will 
remain effective until replaced 
by a new rule in 2019. 

Recreational Measures: 
What’s Going on in 2019?

https://www.nefmc.org/news/councils-seek-candidates-to-serve-on-northeast-trawl-advisory-panel-february-22-application-deadline
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/4b_181217-Pentony-to-NEFMC_New-Sector-Request-FY-2019_190122_094036.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/4a_190108-Mooncusser-New-Groundfish-Sector-Proposal_190122_094008.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/4c_190109-Groundfish-PDT-meeting-summary_190122_094051.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/nefmc.org/5_180821-Draft-Groundfish-Catch-Share-Review-Report-Outline_190122_094104.pdf
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Recreational Workshops

Usually, each year during its January meeting, the New England Council makes recommendations to the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS, NOAA Fisheries) on recreational fishery management measures.  
However, those recommendations are based on advice from the Council’s Recreational Advisory Panel 
(RAP) and then vetted through the Groundfish Committee before being forwarded to the full Council.

This year, however, the RAP’s January 15 meeting was postponed because key personnel from the 
Northeast Fisheries Science Center were furloughed due to the government shutdown and, as such, 
necessary analyses couldn’t be conducted.  Therefore, the RAP never had the chance to formulate final 
2019 recommendations. 

During its October 2018 meeting, the RAP agreed to consider a wide range of options, including “separate 
measures by recreational fishing mode (charter, party, and private) for Gulf of Maine cod and Gulf of Maine 
haddock while being fair and equitable across modes.” The RAP’s next meeting is scheduled for February 
22.  At that time, the RAP will develop more defined recommendations for consideration at the Groundfish 
Committee’s February 26 meeting.  Meeting details will be available soon on the groundfish webpage.

A large haddock caught on a recreational charter boat trip.
– Dave Waldrip photo

Recognizing the complications caused by the government 
shutdown, the Council voted on January 30 to have the 
Groundfish Committee, using the RAP’s advice: 

• Formulate 2019 recreational fishing recommendations;  
• And forward the package to the Executive Committee, 

which, on behalf of the full Council, will submit
recommendations to GARFO for consideration. 

The Council emphasized that this is not how it typically 
develops recreational fishing measures, and the process 
will apply only to 2019 in consideration of the compressed 
timeline related to the shutdown.

Furthermore, despite the Council’s best efforts, GARFO’s 
regional administrator cautioned that 2019 recreational 
measures likely would not be ready by May 1 given the 
backlog of regulatory actions needing to be reviewed and 
implemented by NMFS.  Hence, 2018 measures will remain 
in place until superseded.

GARFO, with help from Tidal Bay Consulting, intended to hold three recreational fishing workshops on 
January 8, 10, and 12 respectively in Portsmouth, NH, Narragansett, RI, and Plymouth, MA.  Those 
workshops were postponed due to the shutdown.  The Council received a short presentation on the 
purpose of the workshops, and organizers said they intended to reschedule these events, most likely in the 
fall when fishing activity slows down.  Check the workshop webpage for future updates.

https://www.nefmc.org/management-plans/northeast-multispecies
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/event/2019-new-england-recreational-fishing-workshops
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The Fishery Data for Stock Assessment Working Group presented its final report to the Council.  Dr. Steve 
Cadrin of the School for Marine Science and Technology at UMass Dartmouth chaired the working group.  
The information and recommendations presented in the final report will be used to help inform 
Amendment 23 to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management Plan, which is being developed by the 
Council to improve reliability and accountability of groundfish catch reporting and to ensure a precise and 
accurate representation of catch, meaning both landings and discards.

Addressing Recreational Management Issues

The Council also had a broad discussion about how to better incorporate recreational issues into its 
planning process.  Executive Director Tom Nies said the purpose of the discussion was to “get some ideas 
on the table” for further consideration and potential follow-up. 

The Council initially scheduled this discussion thinking it would have feedback from GARFO’s recreational
workshops.  The workshops were intended to give participants an opportunity to brainstorm short- and 
long-term approaches for possible future recreational fisheries management strategies, and the resulting 
recommendations were to be forwarded to the Council’s Recreational Advisory Panel, Groundfish 
Committee, and the full Council. 

Even though the workshops were postponed, Council members voiced several approaches that possibly 
could be pursued.  Next, the Executive Committee will consider the input and bring forward a proposal for 
further Council discussion.

Fishery Data for Stock Assessment Working Group

The working group was charged with reviewing:

• How fishery-dependent and fishery-independent data are 
used in stock assessments;

• The utility and limitations of catch per unit effort (CPUE) 
as an index of abundance for northeast multispecies 
(groundfish) stocks;

• Fishery factors and fishery-dependent data needed for a 
reliable CPUE index; and

• Desired factors with existing conditions and data for the 
fishery.

The group developed 10 recommendations, which then 
were peer reviewed by a subpanel of the Council’s Scientific 
and Statistical Committee (SSC).  The SSC subpanel was 
chaired by Dr. Patrick Sullivan of Cornell University. 

The Four “Deliverables”
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Accurate indices of abundance are vital to fisheries assessment and management.  The SSC reviewers noted 
that indices can come from a variety of sources but may vary in information content and quality.

The SSC peer review subpanel concluded, “In this report, we expand slightly on the type of information that 
might be gathered from fishery-dependent sources and why reconsideration of these data as input into 
stock assessment and management should be made.”

“The Working Group Report 
provides a clear, thorough and 
comprehensive analysis of how 
fishery-dependent data can be 
used, the strengths and 
weaknesses of such data, and 
how they compare in their 
characterization of the fishery 
relative to data gathered from 
fishery-independent sources.”

– SSC Peer Review Panel conclusion

• A copy of the Fishery Data for Stock Assessment Working Group Report and related materials can be found at FDSAWG.
• A copy of the Peer Review Report and related materials are available at Scientific and Statistical Committee Panel.

Dr. Steve Cadrin, SMAST graphic

The Council’s Groundfish Committee and Plan Development 
Team (PDT) will continue to work on Amendment 23 utilizing 
the information garnered from the Fishery Data for Stock 
Assessment Working Group.  

The SSC will conduct a peer review of the PDT’s analyses for 
Amendment 23, possibly in February, and then the Groundfish 
Committee, PDT, and Groundfish Advisory Panel will meet 
collectively this spring and discuss monitoring standards for 
the amendment.

The Council may approve the range of alternatives for this 
amendment during its mid-April meeting and potentially hold

Groundfish Monitoring Amendment 23

public hearings this 
summer if the 
necessary analyses 
are completed. 

A complete archive 
of related 
documents can be 
accessed on the 
Amendment 23 
webpage.

For more information 

on the Council’s groundfish 
actions, contact: 

Dr. Jamie Cournane, 
(978) 465-0492,ext. 103, 

jcournane@nefmc.org.

https://www.nefmc.org/library/january-2019-fishery-data-for-stock-assessment-working-group-report
https://www.nefmc.org/library/january-2019-ssc-report
https://www.nefmc.org/library/amendment-23
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DECEMBER 3-7, 2018 COUNCIL MEETING REPORT  
KITTY HAWK, NORTH CAROLINA 

 
The following summary highlights the major issues discussed and actions taken at the South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s December 2018 meeting in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 
Briefing materials, presentations, and public comments are available on the Council’s website at:  
http://safmc.net/safmc-meetings/council-meetings/ 
 
Final Committee Reports contain more details of what was accomplished for each committee and are 
located on the December 2018 briefing book page.  In addition, the Summary of Motions on the 
Council’s website includes all motions from the meeting.  Read further details and see images and 
other links at the December 2018 Council Meeting Round-up Story Map: 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=073b19ccdf1540e78247f2b03e33724f 
The December 2018 Meeting Summary is also available at:  
http://safmc.net/download/Dec2018-SAFMC_MeetingSummaryFinal.pdf 
 

Issue: Action Taken: Schedule: 
Recreational 
Visioning 
Amendment 

Regulatory Amendment 26: reviewed & 
modified document, chose preferred 
alternatives, selected no action on 3 
actions and approved 3 actions for 
formal review: 
Selected No Action On: 
Action 1. Establish a deep-water species 
aggregate  
Alternative 1 (No Action). The following 
recreational Snapper Grouper aggregates are in 
place in the South Atlantic Region:  
• Snapper Aggregate: lane snapper, yellowtail 

snapper, gray snapper, mutton snapper, cubera 
snapper, queen snapper, blackfin snapper, and 
silk snapper.  

• Grouper and Tilefish Aggregate: gag, black 
grouper, red grouper, scamp, yellowfin grouper, 
yellowmouth grouper, red hind, rock hind, 
graysby, coney, sand tilefish, snowy grouper, 
misty grouper, yellowedge grouper, blueline 
tilefish, and golden tilefish.  

• 20-Fish Aggregate: whitebone porgy, jolthead 
porgy, knobbed porgy, saucereye porgy, scup, 
gray triggerfish, bar jack, almaco jack, banded 
rudderfish, lesser amberjack, white grunt, 
margate, sailor’s choice, and Atlantic spadefish.  

 

Revise document and send for 
formal review by the Secretary of 
Commerce based on guidance 
from the= the December 3-7, 2018 
meeting.  
Approved Actions: 
Action 4.  Remove the 12-inch fork length 
recreational minimum size limits for 
queen, silk, & blackfin snapper. 
Action 5. Reduce the recreational 
minimum size limit for gray triggerfish in 
the exclusive economic zone off east 
Florida to 12-inches fork length.  
Action 6. Modify the aggregate bag limit 
for the 20-fish aggregate –Specify no 
more than 10 fish can be of any one 
species within the 20-fish aggregate. 

SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 
4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston SC 29405 
Call: (843) 571-4366 | Toll-Free: (866) SAFMC-10 | Fax: (843) 769-4520 | Connect: www.safmc.net 
 
 
Jessica McCawley, Chair | Mel Bell, Vice Chair 
Gregg T. Waugh, Executive Director  
 

http://safmc.net/safmc-meetings/council-meetings/
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=073b19ccdf1540e78247f2b03e33724f
http://safmc.net/download/Dec2018-SAFMC_MeetingSummaryFinal.pdf
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Action 2. Specify the recreational season for 
the deep-water species aggregate  
Alternative 1 (No Action). Recreational fishing 
for blueline tilefish and snowy grouper is allowed 
from May 1 through August 31, annually. 
Recreational fishing for wreckfish is allowed 
from July 1 through August 31, annually. 
Recreational fishing for other deep-water species 
(misty grouper, yellowedge grouper, and golden 
tilefish) is allowed year-round. 
Action 3. Specify the aggregate bag limit for 
the deep-water species aggregate  
Alternative 1 (No Action). The following bag 
limits are in place for the grouper and tilefish 
aggregate and for wreckfish in the South Atlantic 
Region:  
• Grouper and Tilefish Aggregate Bag Limit: 

Three per person per day: gag1, black grouper1, 
red grouper, scamp, yellowfin grouper, 
yellowmouth grouper, red hind, rock hind, 
graysby, coney, sand tilefish, snowy grouper2, 
misty grouper, yellowedge grouper, blueline 
tilefish, and golden tilefish3.  

1Maximum of one gag or black grouper (but not both) 
per person per day  

2Maximum of one snowy grouper per vessel per day  
3Maximum of one golden tilefish per person per day  
• The recreational bag limit for wreckfish is one 

per vessel per day. 
Red Grouper Regulatory Amendment 30: discussed 

the AP comments, reviewed and 
modified the document, and approved all 
actions. 
• Revise the rebuilding schedule to the maximum 

time allowed (Tmax) which is 10 years ending 
in 2028 with 2019 = Year 1 

• Jan thru April no recreational or commercial 
harvest/possession/sale/purchase of any shallow-
water grouper (gag, black grouper, scamp, red 
grouper, yellowfin grouper, yellowmouth 
grouper, red hind, rock hind, grasby, or coney) 
and extend the closure off NC & SC for red 
grouper in May 

• Establish a commercial red grouper trip limit = 
200 pounds gutted weight 

Due to the timing of the SSC’s 
review of the updated stock 
assessment that incorporates 
revisions to the MRIP estimates, 
the Council requested that staff 
bring Regulator Amendment 30 
back at the March 2019 meeting 
for further review and 
consideration for final approval. 

Sea Turtle Release 
Gear & Framework 
Modification 

Regulatory Amendment 42 – the 
Council reviewed and approved the 
amendment for public hearings. 

A public hearing session will be 
held during the March 2019 
meeting. The Council will 
consider public comments and the 
need to modify the document.  

Allocation Review 
Trigger Plan 

This action would establish a policy that 
determines which triggers would 
automatically initiate a review of 
allocations. The Council reviewed 
options and provided guidance to staff 
on drafting an allocation trigger review 
policy. 

The Council will review a draft 
allocation trigger review policy for 
review at the March 2019 meeting. 
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Issue: Action Taken: Schedule: 
Yellowtail Snapper Regulatory Amendment 32: The Council 

reviewed comments on the proposal to 
modify the accountability measure as a 
short-term solution to the early closure 
of the commercial fishery. Based on 
public and AP input, the Council 
postponed consideration until after the 
next yellowtail snapper stock 
assessment. 

The Council will consider this 
amendment after the next 
yellowtail snapper stock 
assessment currently scheduled for 
completion in late 2019. The SSC 
will review in early 2020, and the 
Council will consider the results at 
the June 2020 meeting. 

Recreational 
Accountability 
Measures Amendment 

The Council provided guidance to staff 
on items in the document, indicated this 
amendment would only address snapper 
grouper and dolphin wahoo FMPs, and 
approved the amendment for scoping. 

Scoping meetings will be held 
prior to the March 2019 meeting. 

Vision Blueprint 
Biennial Evaluation 

The Council provided the following 
guidance: 
• Create a webpage/story map to update 

stakeholders on actions accomplished to-date 
and those left to be addressed and solicit their 
input.  

• Provide list of actions in the Vision Blueprint 
appendix that were not prioritized for 
development in 2016-2020 and provide to the 
Committee in 2019.  

• Also, during 2019, conduct a stakeholder survey 
once projects that are still under development 
are completed (e.g., best fishing practices 
amendment, recreational permit/stamp, etc.). 

• Provide evaluation of FMP objectives that was 
conducted in 2014 as part of the Visioning 
Project. Bring this material to the Committee at 
the March 2019 meeting.  

 

The Council directed staff to 
develop a webpage/story map to 
update stakeholders on progress to 
date on vision blueprint activities 
during 2016-2018 and bring to the 
committee in March or June 2019 
for approval. 
 

Characterization of 
the Commercial 
Snapper Grouper 
Fishery 

The Council requested additional 
details of the study be presented to 
inform discussions about the “2 for 1” 
permit reduction program. The Council 
requested the following: 

• What was the original intent/rationale of the 2 
for 1 program at its inception and was there a 
target number of permits specified?  

• Include a permit application in the March 2019 
briefing book  

• Bring back information to March 2019 meeting 
on total commercial ACL available to the 
commercial sector.  

• Consolidate a list of topics/questions to provide 
to the SERO Permits Office to include in 
presentation being requested for March 2019.  
 

The requested information will be 
presented at the March 2019 
meeting. The NMFS SERO 
permits office will also give a 
presentation at the March 2019 
meetng. 
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Issue: Action Taken: Schedule: 
Citizen Science 
Program 

The Council reviewed and approved the 
SOPPs which detail how the program 
will operate. They were also updated on 
the Scamp app to collect discard data for 
the next assessment and a new project to 
document the historical catch and length 
distribution for early headboat catches. 

Work will continue on the 
program and these two projects. 
The Scamp app will be available 
in January 2019. 

Dolphin Wahoo The Council discussed the Mid-Atlantic 
Council’s request that the South Atlantic 
Council manage bullet and frigate 
mackerel as important prey for dolphin 
and wahoo and provided guidance to 
staff. The Council also reviewed items 
for inclusion in Amendment 10 and 
provided guidance to staff: 
• Action 1. Revise the optimum yield (OY) 

definition for dolphin. 
• Action 2. Modify the recreational annual catch 

target (ACT) for dolphin. 
• Action 3. Establish a commercial annual catch 

target (ACT) for dolphin. 
• Action 4. Allow adaptive management of sector 

annual catch limits (ACLs) for dolphin. 
• Action 5. Revise the accountability measures 

for dolphin. 
• Action 6. Revise the acceptable biological catch 

(ABC) control rule for dolphin and wahoo. 
Action 6 was removed because it is addressed in 
another amendment. 

• Action 7. Allow properly permitted vessels with 
gear onboard that are not authorized for use in 
the dolphin wahoo fishery to possess dolphin or 
wahoo.  

• Action 8. Remove the requirement of vessel 
operators or crew to hold an Operator Card in 
the Dolphin Wahoo Fishery. 

• New Item: Allow bag limit sales of dolphin for 
dually permitted for-hire and commercial permit 
holders. 

• New Item: Modify gear, bait, and training 
requirements in the commercial longline fishery 
for dolphin and wahoo to align with HMS 
requirements (excluding monitoring). 

• New Item: Reduce the recreational vessel limit 
to 40 fish for dolphin. 

• New Item: Revise the ACLs of dolphin and 
wahoo to accommodate new MRIP data. 

• New Item: Revise sector allocations for dolphin 
and wahoo. 

 
 
 
 

Staff will present a white paper at 
the March 2019 meeting on 
managing important prey species 
for dolphin and wahoo.  
 
A draft list of options for items to 
be included in Amendment 10 will 
also be presented at the March 
2019 meeting. 
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Issue: Action Taken: Schedule: 
For-Hire Recreational 
Reporting 

The Council received an update on the 
amendment: The Amendment was 
approved on June 12, 2018 and the Final 
Rule is expected to publish in March or 
April 2019.  
 
Council staff conducted a training 
session on Thursday evening. 

A March/April 2019 effective date 
will allow ACCSP to complete a 
phone app, so charter captains will 
not have to purchase a tablet. 
Also, duel permit holders will not 
be required to learn two systems. 
The training will continue, and 
details will be shared. 
 
For-Hire reporting training and 
outreach and NMFS information 
meetings will continue in 2019. 

Habitat and 
Ecosystem Based 
Management 

The Council provided guidance on the 
issue of species expanding northwards 
and requested the following:  

1. Prior to February CCC meeting staff will 
prepare the following support information to 
inform and support SAFMC input during the 
joint session during the March Council meeting: 

a. Table of recreational and commercial species in 
the Snapper Grouper and Coastal Migratory 
Pelagic Management Units for MA/NE regions 
in pounds caught including identification of 
management jurisdiction, to include non-
managed species  

b. Table of management and coordination 
alternatives available to the Council to address 
species change in distribution and movement 
north 

c. Pros and cons on permits 
d. Tables of ACL for managed species    
The Council also received a presentation 
on a proposed wind project off Kitty 
Hawk. 

The Council will have further talks 
with the MAFMC and NEFMC at 
the March 2019 meeting.  

SEDAR The Council made appointments to 
SEDAR 58 (Atlantic Cobia), SEDAR 66 
(Golden tilefish), and SEDAR 68 
(Scamp). The Council approved terms of 
reference for the SEDAR snowy grouper 
update and terms of reference and 
schedule for SEDAR 68 (Scamp). The 
Council also received updates on 
assessment projects and the next 
SEDAR Steering Committee. 

The next SEDAR Steering 
Committee meeting will be May 
16-17, 2019 in Charleston, SC to 
discuss project planning, long-
term priorities, and other issues. 
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Issue: Action Taken: Schedule: 
MyFishCount Council staff gave an update on progress 

with increasing usage of the app and is 
exploring how to include a way for 
fishermen to report losing a catch to 
sharks. 

The app is now available and 
Council staff will continue 
working with private recreational 
fishermen to have them report. 
This experience will be used by 
the Council as they continue to 
work on the permitting and 
reporting amendment at the June 
2019 meeting. 



South	Atlantic	Fishery	Management	Council	
Meeting	Summary	
December	3-7,	2018	

Kitty	Hawk,	NC	
	

The	South	Atlantic	Fishery	Management	Council	held	their	December	meeting	in	Kitty	
Hawk,	NC.	Below	are	highlights	from	the	Council’s	weeklong	meeting.	Additional	
information	from	the	meeting	is	available	from	the	Council’s	website	at:	
http://safmc.net/december-2018-council-meeting-details/		including	a	Meeting	Report,	
Story	Map,	final	committee	reports,	public	comments,	and	briefing	book	materials.		
	
Approved	for	Secretarial	Review	
	
Vision	Blueprint	Regulatory	Amendment	26	
After	considering	public	comment	and	much	discussion,	the	Council	approved	Regulatory	
Amendment	26	for	review	by	the	Secretary	of	Commerce.	However,	the	Council	chose	not	to	
take	action	on	measures	within	the	amendment	that	would	have	established	a	deepwater	
species	aggregate	(snowy	grouper,	misty	grouper,	yellowedge	grouper,	blueline	tilefish,	
golden	tilefish,	and	wreckfish)	and	specified	seasons	and	bag	limits	for	the	species	within	
the	aggregate.	Council	members	noted	that	establishing	two	seasons,	one	proposed	for	
January	and	February	and	the	other	May	through	August	and	modifying	bag	limits	could	
unfairly	impact	fishermen	in	the	region.	The	Council	discussed	seasonal	differences	in	the	
fishery	for	deepwater	species	in	Florida	and	North	Carolina,	especially	for	recreational	
fishermen	targeting	blueline	tilefish	and	golden	tilefish	and	chose	not	to	take	action.	As	a	
result	of	the	discussion,	the	Council	decided	to	explore	options	for	allocations	of	the	species	
in	the	proposed	deepwater	species	aggregate	during	its	June	2019	meeting.		
	
The	following	actions	were	approved	as	part	of	Regulatory	Amendment	26	

• Change	the	recreational	minimum	size	limit	of	gray	triggerfish	from	14	inches	to	12	
inches	(fork	length)	in	federal	waters	off	the	east	coast	of	Florida	to	maintain	
consistency	with	state	regulations	currently	in	place.	

• Modify	the	current	20-fish	aggregate	bag	limit	in	place	(for	species	without	
individual	bag	limits)	to	specify	that	no	more	than	10	fish	can	be	of	any	one	species	
within	the	20-fish	aggregate.	

• Remove	recreational	minimum	size	limits	for	queen	snapper,	silk	snapper,	and	
blackfin	snapper,	currently	set	at	12	inches	total	length.	

	
The	regulatory	amendment	was	developed	as	part	of	the	Council’s	2017-2020	Vision	
Blueprint	for	the	Snapper	Grouper	Fishery.	NOAA	Fisheries	will	solicit	additional	public	
input	on	the	amendment	during	the	Secretarial	review	process.	Regulatory	actions	in	the	
amendment	will	be	implemented	following	the	review	process	in	2019,	if	approved	by	the	
Secretary	of	Commerce.	
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Other	Items:	
	
Yellowtail	Snapper	–	Regulatory	Amendment	32	
Council	members	voted	to	postpone	consideration	of	Regulatory	Amendment	32	that	would	
revise	accountability	measures	for	yellowtail	snapper	with	the	intent	to	alleviate	socio-
economic	impacts	of	in-season	closures	in	the	fishery.	After	considering	recommendations	
from	the	Snapper	Grouper	Advisory	Panel	and	public	comment,	the	Council	will	delay	
further	development	of	measures	until	a	benchmark	stock	assessment	for	yellowtail	
snapper	is	completed	in	2020.			
	
Red	Grouper	–	Regulatory	Amendment	30	
The	Council	delayed	final	action	on	Regulatory	Amendment	30	addressing	red	grouper	
stock	rebuilding,	modifications	to	spawning	season	closures	off	the	Carolinas,	and	
establishment	of	a	commercial	trip	limit	for	red	grouper.	Council	members	cited	concerns	
about	the	need	to	consider	new	recreational	fishing	effort	estimates	from	the	Marine	
Recreational	Information	Program	and	the	need	to	have	input	from	its	Scientific	and	
Statistical	Committee.	The	amendment	will	be	considered	again	during	the	Council’s	March	
2019	meeting.		
	
Citizen	Science	Program		
The	Council	reviewed	and	adopted	the	Program’s	Standard	Operating	Policies	and	
Procedures	that	will	guide	the	operation	of	the	Program	moving	forward.	The	Program	has	
two	citizen	science	projects	in	development	that	fishermen	will	be	able	to	get	involved	with	
in	2019.	The	first	project	will	focus	on	collecting	data	on	the	lengths	of	scamp	discards	using	
a	mobile	application	called,	Release.	The	app	will	be	available	on	both	Android	and	iOs	
platforms	and	will	be	available	in	the	Google	Play	Store	and	App	Store	in	January	2019.	The	
second	project	called	FISHstory	will	use	crowdsourcing	to	analyze	historic	photos	from	a	
Florida	headboat	fleet	in	the	1940s-70s	to	document	species	and	length	composition.	For	
more	information	on	the	projects	and	getting	involved,	contact	Program	Manager	Amber	
Von	Harten.	
	
Dolphin	Wahoo	
The	Dolphin	Wahoo	Committee	discussed	a	request	from	the	Mid-Atlantic	Fishery	
Management	Council	to	consider	managing	frigate	mackerel	and	bullet	mackerel	as	
ecosystem	components	in	the	Dolphin	Wahoo	Fishery	Management	Plan	(FMP),	
acknowledging	their	role	as	prey	species	for	both	dolphin	and	wahoo.	Discussions	will	
continue	during	the	March	2019	meeting.	The	Committee	also	identified	potential	
additional	items	to	include	in	Amendment	10	to	the	Dolphin	Wahoo	FMP,	including:	
allowing	bag-limit	sales	of	dolphin	by	dually	permitted	for-hire	and	commercial	permit	
holders;	revising	annual	catch	limits	and	sector	allocations	for	dolphin	and	wahoo	to	
accommodate	new	MRIP	data;	consider	modifying	recreational	vessel	limits	for	dolphin;	
and	modifying	gear,	bait,	and	training	requirements	in	the	commercial	longline	fishery	to	
align	with	HMS	requirements.	Development	of	the	amendment	will	continue	throughout	
2019	with	opportunities	for	public	comment.		
	
Habitat	and	Ecosystem-Based	Management		
The	Committee	received	an	update	on	collaborative	efforts	with	the	Mid-Atlantic	Fishery	
Management	Council	and	New	England	Fishery	Management	Council	to	address	the		
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movement	of	species	northward	with	changing	oceanographic	and	environmental		
conditions.	The	Committee	will	continue	to	review	landings	data	and	discuss	priorities	and	
timing	for	addressing	species	movements	at	its	March	2019	meeting	with	representatives	of	
the	Mid-Atlantic	and	New	England	Councils.	The	Committee	also	received	presentations	on	
renewable	energy	activities	including	the	proposed	Kitty	Hawk	Wind	Development	Project,	
a	system	of	offshore	wind	generators	proposed	approximately	27	miles	off	the	coast	of	Kitty	
Hawk,	NC.	Presentations	are	available	as	part	of	the	briefing	book	materials	at:	
http://safmc.net/briefing-books/briefing-book-2018-december-council-meeting/.		
	
	
The	next	Council	meeting	is	scheduled	for	March	4-8,	2019	in	Jekyll	Island,	Georgia.		
Briefing	book	materials	will	be	available	from	the	Council’s	website	two	weeks	prior	to	the	
meeting	at:	http://safmc.net/safmc-meetings/council-meetings/.		
	
	
Contact:	
Kim	Iverson	
Public	Information	Officer	
Kim.Iverson@safmc.net	or	843/571-4366	
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